TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 13, 2024— 7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TOORDER  7:03 pm By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Paulus
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION Led by Councilman Scerbo
5. ROLL CALL - Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo
-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Business Administrator Hall, Attorney Rich
Wenner, Deputy Clerk Turner
6. BILLS LIST
Councilman Kennedy noted that $1020.00 was paid for pipes and drapes for council meetings.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X X
Council VP Paulus X X
Council President Marino X
7. MINUTES - February 13, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes
February 13, 2024 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X X
Council VP Paulus X X
Council President Marino X
8. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS - No Public Discussion
9. ORDINANCES FOR 2"° READING

02024-03 A REDEVELOPMENT PLAN ORDINANCE OF TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PERTAINING TO BLOCK 1005, LOT
13, COMMONLY KNOWN AS 540 MARSHALL STREET, AND DESIGNATED AN AREA



IN NEED OF REHABILITATION BY THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 ENTITLED “40A:12A-7. ADOPTION OF REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN”

-No Council Discussion
-No Public Discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X X
Council VP Paulus X X
X

Council President Marino

10. ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING
02024-06 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REPLACING CHAPTER 67-7 ROAD TRUCK RESTRICTIONS
AND SCHEDULE IV WITH CHAPTER 67-7 DESIGNATED TRUCK ROUTE
-No Council discussion.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X
02024-07 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION
LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)
-No Council discussion.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Scerbo X




11.

12.

Council VP Paulus X

Council President Marino

RESOLUTIONS -

RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2024-41 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT PROCEURES FOR ADMINISTRATION AND
INSPECTION OF FEDERAL AID HIGHWAY PROJECTS

R2024-42 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GCADA GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON
ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE GRANT FUND

R2024-43 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2024-44 RESOLUTION APPROVING 2022-2023 LIQUOR LICENSE WITHIN TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG

R2024-45 RESOLUTION APPROVING 2023-2024 LIQUOR LICENSE WITHIN TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG

R2024-46 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVER PAYMENT DUE TO
TAX APPEALS

R2024-47 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF COLUMBUS
AVENUE BETWEEN JAMES AND PURSEL STREETS ON SATURDAY, APRIL 27TH,
2024

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Scerbo

Council VP Paulus

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

OLD BUSINESS - Councilman Scerbo thanked Administrator Hall for his help drafting the

resolution to rename Kneedler Avenue. Moving forward the council will need to work together to choose
a new name for the street.

13.

NEW BUSINESS — Councilman Scerbo stated he has received calls from residents in the Irwin

Street area complaining about speeding. Can a traffic study be done in that area or Police equipment be
put up? He has also seen illegal parking at bus stops in that area. CP Marino asked Administrator Hall to
contact the Police Department regarding these items.



14. MOTIONS - Firefighter application — Ryan Buckholtz

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X X
Council President Marino X

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS -

-Ann Davis — regarding Open Space Committee, a recent article stated the committee failed, to which she
takes offense. The Open Space and Recreation Committees were never given a chance. Meetings stopped
after a Recreation Director left, and the two subsequent Directors did not call meetings. Ms. Davis asked
what shared service agreements are in place. Administrator Hall stated, to the best of his recollection,
Alpha Police, Alpha Court, and Animal Control. Ms. Davis OPRA’d for GPS records on a town vehicle
and the records included redacted personal information. She asked why a town vehicle was being used for
personal use. Only Police Department vehicles used by an on-call detective should be used for personal
use. If the vehicle is in an accident while being used for personal use, who covers it? How many other
vehicles are being used this way? This is an expense that can be cut. You can’t criticize someone else for
personal vehicle use when it is still being done.

-David Morrisette — regarding rentals, if price control is put into effect, it will reduce the number of rental
units. When their profit margins go down, landlords will sell. Any rent control ordinance should take this
into consideration. How can a long term reduction in rental units be a positive for renters? He asked
Council to be realistic to the long term effects.

-Joan Pierce — Councilman Kennedy’s numbers presented during the budget meeting regarding rental
costs were from Morris, Sussex, Hunterdon, and Ocean counties. Rent control is needed here. If rent costs
continue to go up, you won’t have renters. Some people are not eligible for assistance and are on fixed
incomes. Property taxes, sewer rates, school taxes, and the library tax are all up as well as everyday living
expenses. Councilman Kennedy noted that the library tax was done through a referendum, the voters
decided on it.

-Joe Meyner — at the last Work Session, CP Marino promised there would be more public meetings on
rent control at which he will present two documents, one a proposed compromise and one an argument
establishing the appropriate place for rent control. He will send these to anyone requesting them.

-Dan Boyce — now that the library is fully funded by taxpayers, he asked if the library or the town pays
the utility bills, maintenance costs, insurance, wages, etc. Mayor Piazza stated this is currently in
negotiations. The warehouses have been paused for at least 3 years. If it were developed, the current
$13,000 tax bill would increase to at least $1,000,000. $1,000,000 has been wasted by a frivolous lawsuit.
A homeless shelter could be built with that money.

-Karen Weisel — regarding shared services, a Lehigh Valley Live article quoted an inspector who said he
worked in Phillipsburg and in Alpha where he was paid $25 more an hour. Attorney Wenner stated
Council cannot discuss personnel issues. She hopes he is doing other business on the taxpayers’ dollars.

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Scerbo — It is important that when we are putting out information on social media as elected
officials it is accurate information. He has seen mistruths over the last few weeks and items that seem to
want to stir up controversy. Mr. Clark stated that we had a secret meeting that was a published Work
Session. Mr. Clark also stated in a Lehigh Valley Live article that he authored the resolution for which
Councilman Scerbo thanked the BA. Councilman Scerbo stated he puts out accurate, fact based



information, and if it is not, he hopes others will hold him accountable. He thought Council was going in
the right direction, working together, until he started seeing these comments. Councilman Scerbo is for
rent control as it is a way we can help our residents.

- Councilman Kennedy- invited everyone to an Irish flag raising this Sunday at 9:30 at Shappell Park.

- Councilman Clark — thanked NORWESCAP for the invitation to Read Across America last week. He
and Mayor Piazza read to the preschool children in the HeadStart Program. Reading is a critical base for
education and creative development. NORWESCAP’s Frolic in the Park will be held May 2" 510 7 pm,
at Walter’s Park. Councilman Clark agrees with the Open Space comments made earlier. He apologized
to members who had been voted onto the committee. He stated he had been slandered at the dais. All of
Robert’s Rules were thrown out. We are not supposed to address anyone up here by name, we’re
supposed to have more courtesy and keep decorum. We can disagree but we can’t take it beyond
professionalism. Councilman Clark stated he will never apologize for keeping transparency, nor will he
be intimidated into not speaking the truth. CP Marino stated there will be no rebuttal at this time and
professionalism must be maintained.

- Council VP Paulus — is looking forward to hearing where budget cuts will be recommended. She
supports the current budget.

- Council President Marino — walked some of the Open Spaces in town and asked if Mt. VVernasis is one
whole mountain or divided. A resident in audience said it is three lots. CP Marino said there is a lot of
open space there and he hopes the project will come into that area. There are homeless living in that area
with debris and unsanitary conditions. If it is railroad property, they could fence it off which would
impact the future Rails to Trails project. CP Marino chastised Council on the arguing that took place
tonight and stressed that everyone should be mature and adult and not bring any political agenda into
play. Negativity is not good for the town or its future.

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF REQUIRED) — No Executive Session

18. ADJOURNMENT -7:37 PM
Councilman Scerbo moved to adjourn. Seconded by CVP Paulus.
Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0
Motion passed.



