
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

April 10, 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:01 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo 

    

-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Business Administrator Hall, Attorney Rich  

Wenner , Deputy Clerk Turner  

 

6.  PROCLAMATIONS 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: The Phillipsburg High School Girls Basketball Team finished 14-11 and declared co-

champions of the Skyland Conference-Raritan Division which is the first time the Lady Liners have 

achieved a division title since the 2013-2014 season; and 

WHEREAS:  Phillipsburg High School Girls Basketball players Sophia Larsen, Amanda Rapel made 

first team all-conference, and Jaileen Soto made second team all-conference, and Wanda Brown achieved 

honorable mention; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes the Phillipsburg High School Girls Basketball team for their 

dedication, hard work, and leadership. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: Phillipsburg High School Girls Basketball Senior Amanda Rapel has achieved the 

distinct honor of 1,000-career points as of Saturday, February 10th, 2024 vs. Belvidere High School; and 

WHEREAS:  Amanda Rapel has also distinguished herself as only one of three 1,000 point scorers in 

Phillipsburg High School Girls Basketball history, as first team Skyland Conference-Raritan Division, all-

tournament team Easton Rotary Holiday Classic, as well as being a four year varsity starter; and 

WHEREAS: Amanda Rapel ended her high school basketball career currently placing 3rd among all 

time high scorers with a current career total of 1,073 points in 85 games; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes Amanda Rapel for her dedication, hard work, leadership, and 

contribution to the Phillipsburg High School Girls Basketball team. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: The Phillipsburg High School Boys Basketball Team broke a longstanding school record, 

held since 1942 for the most wins in season and most consecutive wins in a season by finishing 24-3 

under coach Todd Sigafoos; and 

WHEREAS:  The Phillipsburg High School Boys Basketball Team additionally finished the 2023-2024 

season as conference champions of the Skyland Conference-Raritan Division for the first time since 2006 

as well as winning the Easton Rotary Holiday Classic; and 

WHEREAS: Senior Andrew Martin and Junior Matthew Scerbo, Jr. both distinguished themselves 

with most points scored in a game the new gymnasium to date with 37 and most consecutive foul shots 

with 32 respectively; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes the Phillipsburg High School Boys Basketball team for their 

dedication, hard work, and leadership 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: Phillipsburg High School Boys Basketball Senior Andrew Martin has achieved the 

distinct honor of 1,000-career points as of Saturday, February 3rd, 2024 vs. Warren Hills Regional High 

School; and 

WHEREAS:  Andrew Martin has also distinguished himself as MVP of the Easton Rotary Holiday 

Classic, and as first team Skyland Conference-Raritan Division; and 

WHEREAS: Andrew Martin, a two-year team captain, ended his high school basketball career 

finishing 10th among all time high scorers with a career total of 1,044 points in 79 games; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes Andrew Martin for his dedication, hard work, leadership, and 

contribution to the Phillipsburg High School Boys Basketball team. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: Phillipsburg High School Boys Basketball Junior Matthew Scerbo, Jr. has achieved the 

distinct honor of 1,000-career points as of Thursday, February 8th, 2024 vs. Bound Brook High School; 

and 

WHEREAS:  Matthew Scerbo, Jr. has also distinguished himself as all-tournament team of the Easton 

Rotary Holiday Classic, and as all-tournament team for the Warren, Hunterdon, Sussex Tri-County 

Tournament, and first team Skyland Conference-Raritan Division; and 

WHEREAS: Matthew Scerbo, Jr. continues his high school basketball career currently placing 5th 

among all time high scorers with a current career total of 1,144 points in 72 games; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes Matthew Scerbo, Jr. for his dedication, hard work, leadership, and 

contribution to the Phillipsburg High School Boys Basketball team. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: The Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling Team was undefeated in the regular season 

beating Bridgewater-Raritan, 57-13, in the NJSIAA North 2 Group 5 championship match achieving their 

41st sectional title; and 

WHEREAS:  The Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling Team defeated its first four opponents in 

the state team championship tournament by a combined score of 273-22; and  

WHEREAS: The Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling Team advanced 13 of 14 wrestlers from 

districts to the region tournament under first-year coach Tim Longacre and sent  seven to the State 

Championships in Atlantic City: freshman Owen Garriques (25-15 record at 120-pounds), sophomore 

Gavin Geleta (29-12 at 132), junior Luke Geleta (35-5 at 144), junior Gavin Hawk (38-3 at 150), senior 

Liam Packer (37-6 at 175), senior Nate Smith (29-16 at 215) and senior John Wargo (35-6 at 285); 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes the Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling Team for their 

dedication, hard work, and leadership. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling Junior Luke Geleta has achieved the distinct 

honor of 100-career wins; and 

WHEREAS:  Luke Geleta achieved 100th win at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City in the 144lb weight 

class with a career record to date 100-22, placing 6th as Sophomore in the New Jersey State Wrestling 

Championships, and also placing 4th in the Fargo Freestyle National Championship for 2024; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes Luke Geleta for his dedication, hard work, leadership, and 

contribution to the Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling team. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling Junior Gavin Hawk has achieved the distinct 

honor of 100-career wins; and 

WHEREAS:  Gavin Hawk finished 2nd place in the New Jersey State Wrestling Championship in the 

150lb weight class with a career record to date 108-18, also distinguishing himself academically with a 

perfect score on the math portion of the SAT; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes Gavin Hawk for his dedication, hard work, leadership, and 

contribution to the Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling team. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS: Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling Senior John Wargo has achieved the distinct 

honor of 100-career wins; and 

WHEREAS:  John Wargo finished 5th place in the New Jersey State Wrestling Championship with a 

career record 100-18, also finishing 7th place in the State as a junior; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Wednesday, April 10th, 2024 the Governing Body of 

the Town of Phillipsburg recognizes John Wargo for his dedication, hard work, leadership, and 

contribution to the Phillipsburg High School Boys Wrestling team. 

 

7. BILLS LIST  

      

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Contract Negotiations 540 Marshall Street 6:23 PM 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    
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Return from Executive Session, resume Public Session 6:29 PM 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

Mr. Wenner stated the topic was contract negotiations with 540 Marshall Street LLC. No action 

was taken. 

 

9.  MINUTES –March 13, 2024 Budget Meeting Minutes, March 13, 2024 Regular Meeting 

Minutes, March 27, 2024 Regular Session Minutes, March 27, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X  3/27/24 

regular 

& exec 

 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

  

10. MAYOR’S REPORT – FIRST 100 DAYS 

 100 DAYS ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

• Hired the first dedicated and credentialed HR Director in the history of the Town of Phillipsburg.  

Rather than scattering HR responsibilities among various departments, the Town of Phillipsburg now has 

one individual who will oversee all matters related to personnel, benefits, compensation and compliance.  

This HR Director has thus far: 

 

o Created a new and fully compliant Employee Application 

o Created/Updated Policies including but not limited to: discipline, donated leave, 

implementation of exit interviews 

o Nearly finished with a complete Civil Service database update, eliminating years of 

backlogged transactions 

o Updated Phillipsburg’s Personnel Action Form 

o Completed comprehensive NJ Civil Service Commission training with a focus on 

continuing to more advanced levels of Civil Service training in order to ensure 

compliance with Civil Service processes 
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o Adapting the Statewide Joint Insurance Fund’s model personnel manual for eventual 

official adoption by Town Council 

 

• Begun implementation of a completely new Voice Over IP (VOIP) phone system which will 

seamlessly link all departments in all locations, replacing the current antiquated and frequently 

malfunctioning copper line telephone service.  Features of the new phone system will include an easy to 

use auto attendant which will assist callers in routing their call to the correct department and voicemail to 

email and mobile phone interoperability which will increase efficiency and ensure continuity of 

operations. 

• Completed the asbestos and mold remediation of the former municipal building located at 675 

Corliss Avenue which represents the first significant action taken with regard to the status of the building 

since the fall of 2017, spanning two Mayoral Administrations.  This represents only the first step in a long 

process, but an extremely significant one.   

• Implemented a comprehensive reorganization of the Department of Public Works and the 

Department of Recreation, ensuring that both departments are fully engaged in community development 

and maintenance of our public facilities, especially our parks. 

• Implemented a shared service with the Pollution Control Financing Authority of Warren County 

and for the first time in recent memory keeping Type 10 waste disposal in Warren County, supporting our 

county landfill, significantly reducing the expense of crossing into Pennsylvania, and ensuring stable rates 

for the next three years in an ever-rising market.   

• Massive investments in IT infrastructure and cybersecurity in order to increase efficiency of 

operations as well as to ensure full compliance with state as well as Joint Insurance Fund mandates which 

safeguard public funds and residents’ private information.   

• Increased staffing levels in the Inspections Department and implemented digitization of records 

resulting in increased efficiency with a strong focus on customer service.   

• Begun implementation of an SMS messaging platform which will allow for timely notification of 

residents of emergencies, special events, holiday schedule changes, and other important items of note.   

• Negotiated a 30 year PILOT ensuring the success of the redevelopment of 75 South Main Street 

which will serve as a major driver of downtown revitalization.   

• Implemented a fully compliant lead inspection program pursuant to a nearly two year old state 

mandate.   

• Begun implementing a relationship with GovPilot which will bring many municipal transactions 

and processes fully online as well as eliminate paper forms and allow for acceptance of electronic 

payments resulting in massive increase in efficiency and service delivery for residents.   

 

11. ADDITION TO THE CONSENT AGENDA- CP Marino stated that a Resolution has been added to 

the Consent Agenda and read the text of the Resolution prior to Public Discussion: 

Resolution 2024-76 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR & BUSINESS ADMINSTRATOR TO SUBMIT 

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS RECREATION GRANT 

 WHEREAS, The Town of Phillipsburg desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the New 

Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approximately $100,000.00 to carry out a project to 

retain LSRP for investigation of Delaware River Park land fill (Estimated cost $100,000.00) 

 Be it therefore Resolved,  

1) That the Town of Phillipsburg does hereby authorize the application for such a grant; and 

2) Recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, 

upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, 

does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the 

fully executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds 

pursuant to the terms of the agreement between the Town of Phillipsburg and the New Jersey 

Department of Community Affairs. 

Be it further Resolved that the persons whose names, titles and signatures appear below are authorized to 

sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith: Mayor Randy 

Piazza Jr. and Business Administrator Matthew Hall. 
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-Tim O’Brien, Engineer – stated there is no match requirement for this grant. LSRP will investigate the 

park regarding the landfill underneath and make recommendations for activities and/or sporting 

events on the site. Mayor Piazza asked if the grant would cover the malfunctioning drain. Mr. 

O’Brien stated it will not, but the information compiled during the investigation will help with 

addressing that in the future.  

 

12.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

 - Ann Davis – regarding R2024-71, asked why an additional $30,000 was being given to Firth 

Youth Center when we hired a new Recreation Director last year who should be overseeing such 

programs through the Recreation Department. Mayor Piazza stated that the Firth Youth Center 

Summer Program has expanded to cover an additional month and a half of the summer and two 

additional parks, but the amount of funds was kept the same as last year’s. The Recreation 

Department would have to hire additional staff to cover similar programs. Ms. Davis asked why 

the Recreation Director did not plan programs, he has had a year to do so. Mayor Piazza stated 

that the Director has not had a year to plan this, and he was not directed to do so by his boss. Ms. 

Davis stated as a Department Head he should have looked into this even if not directed to. Mayor 

Piazza stated unless he was directed to not look into it. Ms. Davis asked why the Recreation 

Department does not have any sports or summer programs. Mayor Piazza stated that this will be 

addressed and corrected but it will take time. 

 - David Morrisette – noted that in years past, the Recreation Director was the head of the Firth 

Youth Center until they withdrew their services due to past personnel issues. We have not had a 

Rec Director who does not have Recreation Programs. He suggested a liaison position be created. 

 - Joe Meyner – stated that the Firth Youth Center has always done good work and offered good 

programs. There had always been good cooperation between the Center and the Town. He noted 

that the pool is a huge burden on the Recreation Department. 

 

13.  RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

Attorney Wenner noted that R2024-76 has been added to the consent agenda. 

 

R2024-68 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY APPROVING PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE 

FOR PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 

R2024-69 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY APPROVING PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 

R2024-70 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

R2024-71 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT BY AND 

BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND THE FIRTH YOUTH CENTER FOR A 

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAM 

R2024-72 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX OVER PAYMENT 

R2024-73 SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

AND THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO PROVIDE 

POLICE COVERAGE AND PROTECTION TO AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA 

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et. seq. 
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R2024-74 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYOUT OF ACCRUED SICK, VACATION AND 

COMPENSATORY LEAVE TO PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISOR STEVEN DAVIS 

R2024-75 RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL S725 CONCERNING 

UNLAWFUL OCCUPANCY OF DWELLINGS AND SUPPLEMENTING TITLE 2C OF THE 

NEW JERSEY STATE STATUTES 

R2024-76 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR & BUSINESS ADMINSTRATOR TO SUBMIT 

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS RECREATION GRANT 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0  

              

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

 

 

14. OLD BUSINESS –  

 Councilman Scerbo – asked Council to work together on choosing a new name for Kneedler 

Avenue and look into what residents will have to do regarding an address change. 

15. NEW BUSINESS – 

 Councilman Kennedy – for years the town has been looking at a designated bike route through 

town. It keeps circling back to include South Main Street, but that street is not safe for cyclists. 

Councilman Kennedy and VanCleef Engineering are in the preliminary stages of creating a bike route 

which would run from Belvidere Rd, down Roseberry St, across Rt 22 to Center St, to Green St, to Logan 

St, to Lock St in the southern end of town. This route starts across from the High School, which will give 

students a safer way to ride home. A benefit of the bike route is it will force traffic to slow down on these 

streets. He would like to present it to council soon. 

 Councilman Clark – residents have asked for a pedestrian crosswalk at the turn on South Main St 

near Joe’s Steak Shop. There are none in that area. CP Marino stated that last year they asked the Mayor 

for a striped walk in that area, but it got nowhere. It can be revisited, and he feels one is needed there. He 

asked Business Administrator Hall to make it a priority. 

 Mayor Piazza – spoke with Senator Steinhardt about the bus drop off that occurred a few weeks 

ago. He would like Council to look into an ordinance fining any commercial passenger or commercial bus 

drop off in unplanned areas. If a drop off is planned, the town would be notified ahead of time and could 

address potential traffic problems. CP Marino agrees it should be looked into. He also recommended 

asking the Police Department to warn school bus drivers who don’t follow traffic laws. 

 Councilman Scerbo – regarding Recreation and Firth Youth Center, he would like to get 

programs at every playground eventually which would be a large undertaking. FYC added the playground 

at the Housing Authority and another in town to their summer program. The Recreation Advisory 

Committee has a liaison position and when the new committee is set up, one can be assigned.  

     

16.  MOTIONS –   

 Firefighter Application – Ian LaChance 

 Special Event – Earth Day Farmers Market Kickoff Festival – April 21st, 2024 

 Special Event – Dueling Rivers & Whiskey Jam – April 27th, 2024 
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ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

 - Ann Davis – was told that new personnel positions were posted but the OPRA request response 

she received for that information indicated there were no responsive records. At Mr. Hall’s request, she 

stated the positions were Director of Municipal Services and Deputy Municipal Department Head, to 

which Mr. Hall responded that these are Department Head positions filled by Mayoral appointment with 

council advice and consent. Mr. Hall stated that all Civil Service positions have been or will be posted.  

 - Dawn Paulus – asked if the practice of taking in welfare recipients for a fee is still done. 

Attorney Wenner stated that the state used to allow one town to pay another town for affordable housing 

through Mt. Laurel regulations. This is no longer in practice. 

 - Joe Meyner – asked why the Chief of Police was not presenting a report tonight. CP Marino 

stated that a Police Department report will be presented at the 2nd monthly meetings. Mr. Meyner stated 

that for many years he has requested pedestrian right of way signs, and was told multiple times it would 

happen, but no signs have been installed. 

 - Maria – speaking on rent control – stated that she and her husband own a two-family home, one 

side of which they rent out under market value. They spent tens of thousands of dollars renovating the 

home. The ordinance discussed at the Work Session meeting would exempt them as they live in the 

house, but it would also discourage them from purchasing another rental unit, as they had planned. Rent 

control is only a short term solution because there are not enough rental units on the market. Rent control 

was abolished in 38 states. Investors will go to Pennsylvania, where there is no rent control. Rent control 

will not change or fix absentee landlords and unregistered rental units. If you cannot enforce the rules we 

have, how can you fairly enforce a rent control program? Where are the experts you said would be 

involved in this process? CP Marino stated we are in the process of engaging experts to perform analysis 

and there will be more conversations in the future. He encouraged people to be involved in these 

conversations.  

- Michael Riccardeli – Rent control affects property owners in addition to landlords and tenants. 

Approximately 30% of the housing stock in the country last year was bought by investors. Rent control 

will suck the equity out of the town. The ordinance draft is very strict, not allowing rents to be raised even 

when the unit is vacant. At $1000 monthly rent the 3% allowed increase equals $30 per month, $360 per 

year which is one trip to Home Depot. We have almost the lowest taxes in north Jersey. With an 11% tax 

increase and a 3% rent increase cap, rentals will no longer be a money making opportunity. Any urban 

planner will say that economic diversity is important. 92% of economists say rent control is a bad idea 

and hurts the people it attempts to help. 

- Dawn Paulus – is for rent control and lives with rent control. If you don’t have it for the large 

complexes, new owners will run people out of town. You need rent control for complexes. 

- David Morrisette – wished Eid Mubarak to all Muslim friends and residents. Today is the last day of Eid 

al-Fitr marking the last day of Ramadan, celebrating faith, community, and gratitude. 

- Dan Boyce – agreed with comments about the town leaking money which brings up the lawsuit against 

the warehouse. The town has spent $20,000 on legal fees. Is there anything the town can do to hold these 
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people responsible for this cost? Attorney Wenner stated he has had this conversation with Mr. Boyce in 

the past and cannot discuss litigation or litigation strategy that the town may take or is undertaking. Mr. 

Boyce stated that this needs to be addressed as it is taking money from the town that residents could use 

elsewhere. Regarding rent control, Mr. Boyce feels that Councilman Clark should recuse himself from all 

discussions, meetings, votes, social media, public and private opinions on this matter as he is a renter, and 

he could benefit from it not passing. This is a potential conflict of interest. Attorney Wenner stated that 

the fact that Councilman Clark is a renter is not a conflict of interest that would preclude him from having 

a conversation on or discussing or acting on rent control. He clarified that Mr. Boyce’s argument is that 

Councilman Clark would vote against it and receive a kickback from a landlord. Mr. Boyce confirmed 

that. 

  

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

- Councilman Kennedy – Saturday, April 20th, starting at 9 am, is the NORWESCAP Community Day of 

Action which involves cleaning up the downtown area. They ask that people pre-register so they can 

provide enough supplies. On Sunday, April 21st there will be a combined Earth Day Festival on 

Sitgreaves St and opening day of the Outdoor Farmers Market in Shappel Park, from 10 am to 3 pm. 

- Councilman Clark – this April Warren Sussex NAACP will hold its Fundraiser Gala at which $20,000 

in college scholarships will be awarded. He encouraged people to attend and support the event. He asked 

residents to support the Outdoor Farmers Market which has grown considerably. NORWESCAP is 

hosting meetings the first Tuesday of the month at Rocco’s on South Main St at which residents can 

express their concerns. The next meeting will be held on May 7th at 5:30 pm. 

- Councilman Scerbo – attended the NORWESCAP meeting last night at which public safety, a Watch 

Program, cameras, and police patrols were discussed. Residents prefer more police patrols over more 

cameras because a picture of a hooded person doesn’t help identify them. Councilman Scerbo thanked 

everyone for the proclamations. 

  

19. ADJOURNMENT – 7:28 PM 

 Councilman Kennedy moved to adjourn. Seconded by Council VP Paulus.  

 Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 

 Motion passed. 


