approved 5-22-24
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
May 8, 2024— 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:00 pm By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Paulus
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION Led by CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL - Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy
-Absent - Scerbo
-Also in attendance: Business Administrator Hall, Attorney Rich
Wenner, Deputy Clerk Turner
6. BILLS LIST
CP Marino asked Business Administrator Hall from what fund the utility reimbursements are
paid. Mr. Hall believes Section 8 funds but will confirm.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X X
Council President Marino X
7. MINUTES —April 10, 2024 Executive Session Minutes, April 24, 2024 Regular Meeting
Minutes, April 24, 2024 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X
8. HABITABILITY HEARING - 220 Stockton Street dismissal — Attorney Wenner stated that a

motion is needed authorizing the discharge.



ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X X

Council President Marino X

HABITABILITY HEARING - 475 South Main Street — Administrator Hall stated he spoke with the
construction official who recommended a dismissal. Attorney Wenner noted that property owner Mr.
Ghanem had been before council a number of times and had effectuated all of the repairs requested.

CP Marino stated he has pictures showing a large red X on the basement and front doors which looks like
something is wrong. Mr. Hall stated that is done to indicate to the Fire Department that the building is
uninhabited.

Motion to dismiss

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS -

-Ann Davis — asked what the total dollar amount increase in salaries is represented in R2024-90. CP
Marino stated that resolution is to be pulled. Councilman Clark stated that information would be helpful
to council members.

10. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **
Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.
CP Marino read resolutions 2024-93 and -94, which were added after the agenda was published.

R2024-85 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948)

R2024-86 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948)



R2024-87 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948)

R2024-88 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948)

R2024-89 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2024-91 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH GOVPILOT UNDER
STATE CONTRACT

R2024-93 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE
COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATION AGREEMENT WITH PBA 56A, SUPERIOR OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION

R2024-94 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948)

Motion to table R2024-90

ROLL CALL Motion Fails 2-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X X
Council President Marino X X

Motion to approve Consent Agenda

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X X
Council President Marino X

R2024-90 Pulled from the consent agenda by Councilman Clark
R2024-90 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PAY RATES FOR VARIOUS UNCLASSIFIED,
STATUTORY AND NON-CONTRACTUAL TITLES FOR 2024.



Discussion - Councilman Clark stated that he voted against Ordinance 2024-02 Salary Ranges
because of the effects on the tax budget. This is far too much money being spent and he cannot
support the financials behind this resolution.

Councilman Kennedy agrees with Councilman Clark. We need to slow down spending.

CP Marino asked for a motion to approve R2024-90. No motion made.

11. OLD BUSINESS -
Councilman Clark - asked for an update on the pedestrian crosswalk on S. Main St. Engineer Tim
O’Brien (audience) stated that several things need to be done including adequate sight line
review, survey, design, and ordinances. The last crosswalk done cost $40,000. This will cost
more.
12. NEW BUSINESS —
-CP Marino — asked Mr. Hall to contact the NJ State Division of Inspection fees for an answer by
the next council meeting. Fees have not been raised for 13 years and we need to move forward
with this.
-CVP Paulus stated the Town Wide Yard sale will be held Saturday, June 29"
-Councilman Kennedy asked the status of the Truck Route. Mr. Hall stated they are waiting for
the NJDOT to sign off on the ordinance. Once the capital ordinance is passed, they will begin the
process to purchase the necessary 400 signs.
13. MOTIONS - Jaxson Welcome Home Parade and Block Party
Mr. Hall spoke with the Chief. The family wants a Welcome Home Parade past their house and to
have the street blocked off for a Block Party. He stated the Police Department has the parade
route and timing and will provide traffic control. Residents will be alerted.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino
Road Moratorium Hardship Waiver — 957 Steele Street
Mr. O’Brien stated both the homeowner and Elizabethtown Gas contacted the town.
Elizabethtown Gas will dig to the next major intersection.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X X




Council President Marino X

14, PUBLIC PETITIONS -

- Bill Benz — he and Kathy Griffin, UCEC program, walked through town. She told him of several
available programs including a Business Improvement Grant that will reimburse businesses 50% of
capital improvement costs they incurred on a building they do not own. He noted the PBA meeting will
be held May 15 at 5:30 pm at the Union Train Station at which the LEADS program will be discussed.

- Sondra. Morrisette — presented 180 letters from residents to Council members voicing their objection to
a warehouse on the Howard St/ Peron property. This will negatively impact the quality of life. Residents
feel their trust was violated by the town government.

- David Morrisette — The 2013 Master Plan Reexamination report was mentioned in passing reference in
the 2/25/21 consistency review report which did not provide information or guidance to the Land Use
Board when they were considering the rezoning of the Howard St/Peron property. The 2013 Master Plan
Reexamination report specifically discusses the areas, but they are left out of the consistency report. The
12/22/22 consistency letter reviewing guidance of ordinance 2022-30 does not mention the Master Plan.
No official questioned why the details of the Master Plan pertaining to this area of town were not
discussed.

15. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Kennedy — reminded everyone that the Phillipsburg Outdoor Farmers Market is held every
Sunday at Shappel Park, 10 am — 2 pm.

- Councilman Clark — invited residents to NORWESCAP’s monthly meetings held the first Tuesday, 5:30
pm at Rocco’s, to discuss ideas for town improvements. He noted this is for all residents throughout town.
Councilman Clark announced several activities being held in recognition of Juneteenth: A flag raising
will be held from 10 am to 12 pm on June 19" at Shappel Park. Later that day, 6 pm to 9 pm Freedom
Day will be held at Shappel Park. On June 23", from 12 pm to 5 pm at Walter’s Park, a Juneteenth
Community Giveback Event will be held with a ceremonial flag lowering. Councilman Clark also
announced the 2" Annual Parents Educating Community Awareness Event on June 2, 11 am to 5 pm at
Walter’s Park to raise Drug and Alcohol Abuse Awareness. He announced that season passes for Walter’s
Park Pool are now available.

Council Vice President Paulus — Wished a Happy Mothers’ Day to all mothers.

Council President Marino — Wished a Happy Mothers’ Day. There will be a lot of construction around
town, and a lot of complaints, but this is all to improve the town.

16. EXECUTIVE SESSION — No Executive Session

17. ADJOURNMENT -6:33 PM
Council VP Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy.
Ayes:4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1
Motion passed.



