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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 22, 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo 

   -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Business Administrator Hall, Attorney Rich  

Wenner , Deputy Clerk Turner 

6.  ANNOUNCEMENTS – CP Marino announced that the Shuttle Bus was outside to take people 

to the Schisler Art Exhibits. Last Saturday a parade was held for a young child battling an illness. CP 

Marino thanked the Police Department, Fire Department and all the volunteers for their help and 

participation. 

 

7. BILLS LIST  

   

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8.  MINUTES – May 8, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  
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 -Ms. Cox will be converting to a gas furnace. CP Marino asked her to address Council during 

Public Petitions. Matt Hall asked Tim O’Brien to speak with her now to get her information. 

 

10.  DEPARTMENT REPORT – Police Department – Captain Maczko reported that funding has 

been received for special patrols between May 20 and June 2 for traffic violations, seat belt 

compliance, speeding and stop sign adherence. He reminded residents that curfew for minors, 10 

PM, is in effect. He asked that residents call the Police Department regarding curfew violations or 

other issues so they can be acted on immediately. Complaints can be submitted anonymously. 

Councilmen Scerbo and Kennedy asked that police watch Irwin St and Carpentersville Rd for 

speeding. 

  

11.  ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING 
**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, June 12th at 6:00 p.m. at which time 

any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so** 

Attorney Wenner noted the date of 2nd reading as shown on the agenda was incorrect and should 

read June 12, 2024.  

O2024-08 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PHASE II RECONSTRUCTION OF 

HUDSON STREET, BY AND IN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $1,000,000 THEREFOR 

(INCLUSIVE OF A STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $229,630) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$1,000,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWN TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF 

No Council discussion 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-09 ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SALARY RANGES PURSUANT TO THE 

COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATION AGREEMENT WITH PBA 56A, SUPERIOR OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION AS WELL AS SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO) SALARY RANGES 

No Council discussion  

  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    
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Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-10 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 545 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE VII 

STREET EXCAVATIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO 

REVISE REQUIREMENTS AND FEES 

No Council discussion 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

CP Marino read Resolution 2024-102 which was added after the agenda was published. 

 

R2024-95 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN 

THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

 

R2024-96 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE OF BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $4,379.00 TO THE CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH RT 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC FOR MADISON PARK SOIL CAP DELINEATION 

AND WASTE CHARACTERIZATION 

 

R2024-97 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT TO APPLIED 

WATER MANAGEMENT, INC. (D/B/A NATURAL SYSTEMS UTILITIES, LLC) IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $218,560.00 FOR THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE AERATED GRIT 

SYSTEM 

 

R2024-98 RESOLUTION CANCELLING GRANTS FOR COMPLETED AND INACTIVE 

PROJECTS 

 

R2024-99 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LEASE BETWEEN THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG AND THE PHILLIPSBURG RAILROAD HISTORIANS 
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R2024-100 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX AND/OR SEWER OVER 

PAYMENT 

 

R2024-101 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REPAIR WORK NOT TO EXCEED $95,000.00 

BY SANITATION TRUCK REPAIR UNDER STATE CONTRACT #T2108 AND #T2085 

 

R2024-102 RESOLUTION CEREMONIALLY RENAMING A CERTAIN SECTION OF 

NORTH MAIN AND NORTH BROAD STREETS IN HONOR OF SHERIFF JAMES 

MCDONALD, SR. 

 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0  

              

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

 

13.  OLD BUSINESS – No Old Business 

 

14. NEW BUSINESS – No New Business 

 

15.  MOTIONS – Delaware River Sojourn Special Event Permit – Riverside Way Lot – June 19th, 

2024 

Council VP Paulus moved to approve the Special Event Permit. Seconded by Councilman 

Kennedy. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent:0. Motion passed. 

  

16. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

- Ms. Cox, 79 Mill St, is requesting a waiver to the road opening moratorium because she is 

converting from oil to gas heat. Mr. O’Brien stated that the street was last opened in 2021 or 2022. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0   

             

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

 

- Ms. Singh, 289 Mercer St – she was told the house was hooked up to the town sewer system 

when she bought it. The previous owner and she have made regular sewer payments. Through an 

inspection, she found out she has a septic system and will need to pay for a sewer connection and the 
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accompanying work required. Attorney Wenner stated that when the lines were put in, residents were 

required to connect and pay the connection fee. It is not a town issue that the residence was listed 

incorrectly. He asked that she compile an itemized list of the costs involved to present at the next Council 

meeting at which Council can vote on waiving the connection fee. 

 

PUBLIC PETITIONS CONTINUED AFTER PROCLAMATION 

17.  PROCLAMATION -  read by CP Marino 

 

WHEREAS: Jaxson is a three sport athlete distinguishing himself in baseball, football and wrestling 

with determination and grit; and  

WHEREAS: Jaxon is known to all as kind, helpful, caring, and has a huge smile and contagious laugh; 

and 

WHEREAS: Jaxson loves his family very much and is surrounded by siblings, parents, grandparents, 

cousins, and other family and friends who are supporting him in his fight; and   

WHEREAS: Jaxon has shown incredible strength, bravery, and courage in his fight; and 

WHEREAS: In his own words, Jaxon’s superpower is “making other people smile”  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that on Sunday, May 19th, 2024 the Governing Body of the 

Town of Phillipsburg recognizes Jaxon for his courage, bravery, and unbeatable spirit in the face of 

extreme difficulty and challenge. 

 

18. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

 -Patricia Funza – asked why the Police did not issue a missing person’s report for her 19 year old 

daughter who has disabilities, mental health issues, seizures, and other medical issues and lives in another 

state. Mayor Piazza stated he would look into this further and ask about the missing person requirements, 

but he was told that she was at a relative’s house, and she was there of her own accord. Ms. Funza stated 

her daughter is not capable of caring for herself. Ms. Funza stated that a contractor scammed her father 

out of several thousand dollars after removing an interior wall but never finishing the job. Mayor Piazza 

stated this is a matter for the Police Department. Ms. Funza stated that 10 trees in a Green Acres area on 

Stanley St. need to come down. Several limbs have fallen and are hanging. DPW will be advised to 

handle it. 

 -Kelly – a “Paint the Town” event will be held on June 12 from 10 to 2 at which children will be 

able to paint the windows of participating businesses downtown. Paint and paint markers will be 

provided. Children should bring their own brushes and buckets. 

 -Joe Meiner – speaking on rent control, when he was younger, the rent he paid in four years was 

less than the capital gains he made when selling his house after one year. Over the years he has paid 

$110,000 in taxes. He was offered $330,000 for his property, a capital gain of more than two and a half 

times his tax payments. This represents the gain of a developer and why we need rent control. He urged 

Council to vote on rent control. 

 

19. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

- Councilman Clark – asked if flag raising for Pride Month had been scheduled. Matt Hall said no dates 

had been proposed yet. It can be coordinated at the next meeting. Councilman Clark reminded residents of 

several activities being held in recognition of Juneteenth: A flag raising will be held from 10 am to 12 pm 

on June 19th at Shappel Park. Later that day, 6 pm to 9 pm Freedom Day will be held at Shappel Park. On 

June 23rd, from 12 pm to 5 pm at Walter’s Park, a Juneteenth Community Giveback Event will be held 

with a ceremonial flag lowering. He wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day. 

- Councilman Kennedy – was very glad to see Jaxon here tonight. Having undergone cancer treatments 

himself, he can relate to what he is going through. The turn out at the parade was fantastic. 

- Councilman Scerbo- stated the first meeting of the Open Space Committee will be held May 28th, 7 PM 

at the Library at which the use of available funds will be discussed. The second meeting will be on June 

25th. The Recreation Committee will hold meetings on the third Tuesday of each month starting in July at 

6:30 PM in the Library, immediately followed by the Open Space Committee meeting. Councilman 
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Scerbo stated that the parade for Jaxson was a real testament to the town, having everyone come together 

for someone in need.  

Council Vice President Paulus – the parade for Jaxon was heartwarming and overwhelming. She stated 

the family is accepting donations and will be setting up future events. She wished a Happy Memorial Day 

to all. 

Council President Marino – Wished a Happy Memorial Day. He was pleased to see the town come 

together to help support a local family 

 

20.  EXECUTIVE SESSION –  

Council VP Paulus moved to enter Executive Session at 6:48 PM. Seconded by Councilman 

Scerbo. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent:0. Motion passed. 

 

Council VP Paulus moved to reconvene public session at 7:02 PM. Seconded by Councilman 

Kennedy. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent:0. Motion passed. 

Attorney Wenner stated that 4 items were discussed: 1 litigation, 1 attorney/client privilege 

acquisition of property, 1 contractual matters, and 1 attorney/client privilege road opening permit. 

No action was taken. Attorney Wenner requested a motion for a waiver of the moratorium on the 

road opening permit for 83 Heckman Street to install a gas line. 

 

21.  MOTION - Council VP Paulus moved to approve waiving the street opening moratorium for 83 

Heckman Street. Seconded by Councilman Scerbo. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent:0. 

Motion passed. 

22. Announcement – Mayor Piazza announced that the trolley will be running until 8:30 and the 

Schisler Art Show will continue until just past 8:00. 

  

23. ADJOURNMENT – 7:03 PM 

 Council VP Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy.  

 Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 

 Motion passed. 


