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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

June 1, 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5.  MOMENT OF SILENCE – CP Marino asked for a moment of silence for Laura Vaughn, a 

longtime employee of the town who passed away today. 

 

6. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo 

   -Also in attendance: Business Administrator Hall, Attorney Rich  

Wenner , Deputy Clerk Turner 

7. BILLS LIST  

   

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8.  MINUTES – May 22, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

May 22, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
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Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

9. MOTION – Dawn Thompson, 477 Thomas St, is requesting a hardship waiver of the street 

opening moratorium in order to have a gas line installed for a new heating system. Her current 

system is 58 years old and malfunctioning, providing no heat or hot water. Elizabethtown gas is 

offering her a 0% financing system.  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

10.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:09 PM - Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is 

Attorney/Client Privilege regarding the Sewer Utility. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

  

 MOTION TO RECONVENE – 7:07 PM – Attorney Wenner stated no action was taken. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    
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Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

11.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS – Sondra Morrisette requested a copy of 

R2024-102, upon receipt asked what HRA was and was answered Health Care Reimbursement 

Account. 

  

12.  ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING 

O2024-08 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PHASE II RECONSTRUCTION OF 

HUDSON STREET, BY AND IN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $1,000,000 THEREFOR 

(INCLUSIVE OF A STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $229,630) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$1,000,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWN TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF 

No discussion 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-09 ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SALARY RANGES PURSUANT TO THE 

COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATION AGREEMENT WITH PBA 56A, SUPERIOR OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION AS WELL AS SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO) SALARY RANGES 

No discussion  

  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    
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O2024-10 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 545 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, 

ARTICLE VII STREET EXCAVATIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO REVISE REQUIREMENTS AND FEES 

No discussion 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

13. ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING 

O2024-11 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 464 RENTAL PROPERTY OF THE 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO REVISE REQUIREMENTS AND 

FEES 

Discussion – Councilman Clark stated that if registration fees for rental properties are raised, 

investors and landlords will raise rents. Councilman Scerbo asked when the fees were last raised 

and was answered 2005. CP Marino stated that the town needs to raise the rates to pay for 

services and be efficient. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

X  
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 219 CERTIFICATES OF 

HABITABILITY OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO 

REVISE REQUIREMENTS AND FEES 

No discussion 
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ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

X  
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, June 26th at 6:00 p.m. at which time 

any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so** 

 

14. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0  

              

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

 

R2024-102 RESOLUTION APPOINTING EB EMPLOYEE SOLUTIONS, LLC, DBA AS THE 

DIFFERENCE CARD TO PROVIDE HRA SERVICES FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

R2024-103 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AWARD OF CONTRACT TO WITH JOBS 4 

BLUE FOR SERVICES FOR OFF-DUTY EMPLOYMENT OF POLICE OFFICERS FOR 

POLICE RELATED ACTIVITIES 

R2024-104 RESOLUTION WAIVING INTEREST AND FEES APPLICABLE TO A 

RETURNED TAX PAYMENT 
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R2024-105 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF TURNOUT GEAR UNDER 

STATE CONTRACT #T-0790 (17DPP00100), NJ MASTER BLANKET #17-FLEET-

00811T2085; #T2108 AND #T2085 

R2024-106 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF ENTRY LEVEL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3 

R2024-107 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

R2024-108 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT REGARDING 

18 LIMEKLIN ROAD 

R2024-109 RESOLUTION APPOINTING PENSIONS AND BENEFITS CERTIFYING 

OFFICER AND CERTIFYING SUPERVISOR FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

R2024-110 RESOLUTION WAIVING SEWER CONNECTION AND STREET OPENING 

FEES ASSOCIATED WITH ESTABLISHING SEWER SERVICE FOR BLOCK 2011 LOT 21 

R2024-111 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING FOR NJDEP MS4 STORMWATER PROGRAM UPDATES 

R2024-112 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 

BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND THE PHILLIPSBURG SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER SERVICES 

R2024-113 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) 

R2024-114 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) 

R2024-115 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS 

COMPLETED PROJECTS 

15.  OLD BUSINESS – Councilman Scerbo stated the Recreation Committee and the Open Space 

Committee had their first meetings. Their next meetings will be held June 24th, Recreation at 6:30 pm and 

Open Space at 7:30 pm. 

 

16. NEW BUSINESS – No New Business 

 

17.  MOTIONS – No Motions. 

  

18. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

- Gail Rogers, 671 Elder Avenue – Ms. Rogers represents a group of residents on Elder Avenue who have 

several concerns about the new Quik Check being constructed on Route 22/Memorial Parkway. Their 

building is across the street from the site, and they were not given any information before construction 

began. 1 - Large trucks entering that property cause their building to shake due to a fault line and they are 

concerned the shaking will continue after construction is completed and will damage their building. 2 – 

Will this Quik Check be open 24/7? 3 – What type of lighting will be used, and will lights be on 

throughout the night? LED lighting is very bright and will impact their quality of life. 4 – Will any noise 

barriers be installed? The construction truck sounds now are very loud and could continue based on the 

type of traffic going in and out of the property when it is in use. 5 – Will trucks be allowed to exit onto 

Elder Avenue? This is a narrow street, and trucks will have great difficulty turning and could cause 
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accidents. 6 – How will garbage be handled? Currently, there is trash/garbage along the fence. 7 – What 

type of security will be in place? Ms. Rogers stated these are their primary concerns and asked if these 

have or will be addressed.  

- Joan Pierce – asked how long gas meter work will continue. Business Administrator Hall stated this will 

continue for several more years as any that were not replaced in the last 5 years will be upgraded within 

the next 3 years. A schedule of work is available on the Elizabethtown Gas website, and information is 

sent to residents as work is scheduled in their neighborhood. CP Marino stated the schedule can be posted 

on the town website and Mr. Hall stated it can be part of the expected text alert system. 

- Sondra Morrisette – the residents in “the Flats” are opposed to the Peron Howard Street warehouses and 

the taxpayer money being spent on a lawsuit. 420 letters have been delivered to Council stating these 

objections. Residents would like to see development that favors the town and community, such as 

recreation/ heritage/open space, a museum, or residential development similar to Peron’s original plan. 

- David Morrisette – residents in “the Flats” would like redevelopment of the Peron Howard Street site 

that aligns with the 2013 Master Plan and compliments the community: not industrial or warehouses. The 

site is less than 400 feet from Cherry Alley and less than 600 feet from Mercer Street. Trucks will be 

travelling through residential areas bringing noise and fumes. He stated Council should not promote or 

allow development that is not consistent with the 2013 Master Plan. He cited Senator Steinhardt’s 

participation in preventing the construction of warehouses in White Township and stated maybe that 

could be done here. 

- Joe Meiner – regarding rent control – he pays about $4000 per year in taxes on the property he owns and 

lives on his $24,000 annual Social Security payments. If he were renting an equivalent house at $1600 per 

month, he would only have $500 to live off of. The rental property registration fee should be raised from 

the current $50 per unit to $100 per unit and another inspector should be hired. 

 

19. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

- Councilman Clark – Congratulated all of the High School Seniors who graduated yesterday. On June 1st, 

the 2nd annual flag raising for Pride Month took place. He noted that Trans Care For Us, 147 S. Main St, 

provides resources for LGBTQ+ residents. Councilman Clark reminded residents of activities being held 

in recognition of Juneteenth: A flag raising will be held from 10 am to 12 pm on June 19th at Shappel 

Park. Later that day, 6 pm to 9 pm Freedom Day will be held at Shappel Park. On June 23rd, from 12 pm 

to 5 pm at Walter’s Park, a Juneteenth Community Giveback Event will be held with a dunk tank from 1 

to 4 pm, and a ceremonial flag lowering. He thanked the organizers of all these events. 

- Councilman Kennedy – stated the Ole Town Festival will be held June 22nd at Walter’s Park from 2 to 9 

pm. This Sunday the Farmer’s Market will be holding a Father’s Day Quoit Tournament. Springhouse 

Beef will be serving Waffle Burgers for Father’s Day. 

- Councilman Scerbo – recognized the volunteer Ms. Hemp who organized “Paint the Town”. The store 

fronts along Main Street were painted by local children and families and look vibrant. He asked CP 

Marino and Attorney Wenner what can be done about old newspaper “container” that are no longer in 

use. Residents have complained that they can only access local articles with an online subscription to the 

paper. Some articles contain misleading or inaccurate information. We need more positive articles about 

the town. Can a letter stating these concerns be drafted to the newspaper companies? 

- Council Vice President Paulus – stated Council received emails from residents complimenting town 

employees. They appreciate what all the employees do. She congratulated all graduates. A ribbon cutting 

was held for the new Blooming Cottage on South Main St. CVP Paulus wished everyone a Happy 

Father’s Day. 

- Council President Marino – congratulated all of the graduates and he’d like to see them come back to 

Phillipsburg after college with their input and visions for change. He thanked local residents who are 

working hard to keep the town clean. He suggested re-starting the Ambassador Program and increasing 

litter enforcement. CP Marino thanked the DPW and Business Administrator for their quick clean up after 

the last big storm. 

 

20.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 7:49 PM – Motion to enter Executive Session 
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ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0   

             

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

Motion to Reconvene Public Session – 8:03 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0   

             

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

 

Attorney Wenner stated that 4 items were discussed:  litigation regarding Howard Street, 540 

Marshall, contractual matters Norfolk Southern, the Housing Authority, and the Phillipsburg 

School Board. No action was taken.  

 

23. ADJOURNMENT – 8:04 PM 

 Council VP Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Clark.  

 Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 

 Motion passed. 


