
  approved 8-14-24 
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

July 24, 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5.  MOMENT OF SILENCE – CP Marino asked for a moment of silence for Gloria Decker who 

recently passed. 

6. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo 

   -Also in attendance: Business Administrator Hall, Attorney Rich  

Wenner , Deputy Clerk Turner 

 

7.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:02 PM - Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is 

Personnel. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

  

 MOTION TO RECONVENE – 6:44 PM – Attorney Wenner stated no action was taken. Topics 

discussed were Personnel and Contractual related to Walter’s Park. 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    
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8. BILLS LIST  

   

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

9.  MINUTES – June 26, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

            July 12, 2024 Regular Session Minutes 

            July 12, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

10.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

 - Joe Meiner – does not understand Resolution 2024-145. CP Marino stated that Resolution and 

R2024-146 have been pulled from the agenda. 

  

11.  ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING 

O2024-16 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 7 ENTITLED “BACKGROUND 

CHECKS, BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE MEMBERS” OF THE CODE OF THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG REGARDING BACKGROUND CHECKS NOW ENTITLED 

“BACKGROUND CHECKS” 

Public Discussion - None 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    
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Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

12. ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING 

O2024-17 ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2024-02 ESTABLISHING THE 

SALARY RANGE FOR CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG 

**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, August 14th, at 6:00 p.m. at which 

time any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so** 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

13. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

Attorney Wenner noted that Resolutions 2024-145 and 2024-146 have been pulled from the 

agenda and are not included in the consent agenda which covers Resolutions 2024-141 to 2024-

144. 

 

R2024-141 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX 

OVERPAYMENT DUE TO APPEAL 

 

R2024-142 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

LAW ANND PUBLIC SAFETY-NEW JERSEY STATE POLICE 

 

R2024-143 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PAVILION RENTAL REFUND IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $60.00 TO ISABELLA BROWN 

 

R2024-144 RESOLUTION APPROVING 2024-2025 LIQUOR LICENSES WITHIN TOWN 

OF PHILLIPSBURG 

 

 

 

 

 



4  

 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0  

              

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

 

14.  OLD BUSINESS –  

Housing Authority Appointment – CP Marino confirmed that Dennis Baptista’s term will begin 

August 1, 2024. 

15.  NEW BUSINESS 

Land Use Board Fee discussion – Council agreed with the proposed fees provided by the Land 

Use Board. No discussion. 

16. MOTIONS 

 Special Event Application – Railroad Festival 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

-Ann Davis – asked if the Town was adhering to its anti-nepotism policy when hiring. Business 

Administrator Hall stated yes. Ms. Davis stated that taxes are due in 5 or 6 days, but no tax bills have 

been received by residents. People want to know how much they have to pay. BA Hall stated that the 

County tax rate was issued last week. The tax bills are being printed and will be mailed as soon as 

possible. The grace period for payment will be extended. 

- Mr. Barnes- stated there are areas around town in which the school district does not approve crossing 

guards, but the town can. Crossing guards are needed in many areas. Police Captain stated that crossing 

guards are used along walking routes but not at/near school bus stops. At the bus stops, the bus controls 

the intersection. There is not a walking route along South Main St, along which Mr. Barnes said there is 

only one Crossing Guard near Walter’s Park. 

-Joe Meiner – rent control – His plan has no expensive overhead because there is no oversight board. The 

Secretary of the Inspection Department would add a record of the intended rent increase to be flagged 

when the new lease begins. A misdemeanor or felony complaint would be filed in cases of conflict 
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between the intended increase and the actual increase imposed. The tenant would know the amount of a 

rent increase one lease term prior to renewing. Anyone interested in reviewing his plan can contact him. 

-Randy Piazza, Sr. – asked if residents can contact Town Hall to obtain the amount of their quarterly tax 

bill. BA Hall stated yes. Mr. Piazza asked if there is a law that requires municipalities to have anti-

nepotism laws. Attorney Wenner stated that the Town does have an anti-nepotism policy that has been 

enacted and used for recent Police Department hires. 

- Joan Pierce – asked what is taking place at Andover-Morris School. BA Hall explained that the land is 

an historic fill site containing low level contaminants. NJ EPA ordered no children to be allowed as they 

may put dirt in their mouths, but the building was usable for adults. The School District has undertaken 

remediation, will remove the top few feet of contaminated soil and replace it. There is and was no danger 

to anyone who does not ingest the soil. He suggested she contact the School District for additional 

information. 

 

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

- Councilman Clark – is excited about the Railroad Festival and thanked Aaron Coleman for taking the 

lead in organizing the event. The Festival is a big and exciting event for the town.  

- Councilman Kennedy –At the School Board meeting this past Monday the Bloomsbury School Board 

decided to leave the Phillipsburg School District. The Bloomsbury students who currently attend 

Phillipsburg High School will be allowed to finish their education there. Amy Fontana was voted as 

Acting Assistant Superintendent for 2024-2025 school year. Raphael LaForgia, Principal of the Middle 

School, will be the Principal of the Primary School. High School Assistant Principal Stillo will be interim 

Principal at the Middle School. Dr. Troxell will actively seek to fill vacant positions. Superintendent 

Troxell was voted a 5-year contract beginning this year. Councilman Kennedy was a “Mystery Reader” 

for children at the Delaware Heights Park and the Housing Authority. CP Marino read to children at 

Green Street and Mayor Piazza read to children at Walter’s Park. 

- Councilman Scerbo – congratulated and welcomed new Police Officers McPeek and Fitzpatrick. Officer 

Fitzpatrick is the first female officer on the force. Councilman Scerbo agreed with Mr. Barnes about 

Crossing Guards at bus stops. He has witnessed cars passing a stopped school bus Logan Hill and 

Clairmont. Perhaps a guard or a Police Officer could be positioned there like there was in the past. 

- Council Vice President Paulus – congratulated the new Police Officers and thanked all officers for their 

services.  

- Council President Marino – we hear complaints that the Town doesn’t do enough for children. He, 

Councilman Kennedy, and the Mayor read to children today. Very few children were at the playgrounds 

for the events despite the Town, the Library and the Youth Center being involved. The Town provides 

opportunities, but families have to attend.  He urged people to spread the word about these summer 

events. The school board is starting the addition to the field house. This project was started 5 years ago 

but was delayed due to disagreements, and the delay has increased the cost of the project.  

 

19. ADJOURNMENT – 7:10 PM 

 Council VP Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Clark.  

 Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 

 Motion passed. 


