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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

August 14, 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo 

   -Also in attendance: Business Administrator Hall, Attorney Rich  

Wenner , Deputy Clerk Turner 

6. BILLS LIST    

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

7.  MINUTES – July 24, 2024 Regular Session Minutes 

            July 24, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:02 PM - Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is 

Contractual. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
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Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

  

 MOTION TO RECONVENE – 6:48 PM – Attorney Wenner stated no action was taken. The 

topic discussed was Contractual related to Walter’s Park. 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent  

Councilman Clark   X   
 

 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X     

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X     

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

 

Council President Marino   X     

 

9.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

 -Ann Davis – Resolution 2024-156 – asked what is happening with the employees in the Section 

8 Department. CP Marino stated no one will lose their job and as per Federal Law, the town is not 

supposed to have a housing department. 

  

10.  ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING 

O2024-17 ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2024-02 ESTABLISHING THE 

SALARY RANGE FOR CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG 

Public Discussion – None 

Council Discussion - None 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

11. ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING 
**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, August 28th, at 6:00 p.m. at which 

time any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so** 
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O2024-18 ORDINANCE AMENDING § 67-17S SCHEDULE I, NO PARKING 

Council Discussion – None 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-19 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY RENAMING KNEEDLER AVENUE FROM THE INTERSECTION 

OF FISHER AVENUE TO THE INTERSECTION OF ANDERSON STREET (CONSISTING 

OF APPROXIMATELY 1,090 FEET), PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40:67-1(k) 

Council Discussion – None 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

** Tabled from 7/24/24 Meeting ** 

R2024-145 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

WITH CGP&H FOR HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

R2024-146 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

WITH CP ENGINEERS FOR ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES 

****************************************************************************** 

R2024-147 GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 
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R2024-148 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TOWN TO EXECUTE A CONTRIBUTION 

AGREEMENT WITH ALPHA INDUSTRIAL OWNER, LLC 

R2024-149 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR HUDSON STREET PHASE 2  –  ENGINEERING 

DESIGN AND SURVEY 

R2024-150 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR GRANT SERVICES 

R2024-151 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR SOUTH MAIN MID-BLOCK CROSSWALK – 

ENGINEERING DESIGN AND SURVEY 

R2024-152 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR RIVERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT PLAN – 

PROFESSIONAL PLANNING 

R2024-153 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR 2024 ROAD PROGRAM – PROFESSIONAL 

ENGINEERING SERVICES 

R2024-154 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR SURVEY FOR BLOCK 902 LOT 8 

R2024-155 RESOLUTION APPROVING 2024-2025 LIQUOR LICENSES WITHIN TOWN 

OF PHILLIPSBURG 

R2024-156 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TRANSFERRING SECTION 

8 HOUSING TO THE PHILLIPSBURG HOUSING AUTHORITY 

R2023-157 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 

R2024-158 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

R2024-159 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER WITH CARAVELLA 

DEMOLITION FOR THE DEMOLITION OF 150 SITGREAVES STREET PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-16.6 

R2024-160 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WAIVING OF CLAIMANT CERTIFICATION    

R2024-161 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

WITH PHOENIX ADVISORS FOR SEWER RATE ANALYSIS SERVICES 

R2024-162 RESOLUTION AMENDING R2024-91 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH 

GOVPILOT 

R2024-163 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PAVILION RENTAL REFUND IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $110.00 TO VANESSA CHEATHAM 

R2024-164 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS 

COMPLETED PROJECTS 

R2024-165 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF PROPERTY TAX 

OVERPAYMENT DUE TO APPEAL 
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R2024-166 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) 

R2024-167 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) 

R2024-168 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PAVILION RENTAL REFUND IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $90.00 TO TANYA GRAVES 

R2024-169 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PAY RATES FOR 2024 

R2024-170 RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF SUSAN TURNER 

AS ACTING MUNICIPAL CLERK AND REGISTRAR FOR THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG 

R2024-171 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) 

R2024-172 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0  

              

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X   

 

 

 

13.  OLD BUSINESS  

– Councilman Kennedy stated trucks have been travelling on roads they should not and asked about the 

progress of signage for the new truck routes. Tim O’Brien, Engineer (audience) explained that the Town 

has submitted everything to the DOT and we are waiting on them to complete their reviews and 

notifications. Mayor Piazza stated that state officials have been contacted to help move this along quickly. 

- Councilman Scerbo asked what has to be done to get a stop sign at Irwin Street and Schultz and on 

Logan Hill. Tim O’Brien stated that DOT did a comprehensive review of roads in that area and 

determined stop signs were not required. The DOT does not allow stop signs as a means of speed control. 

Councilman Scerbo asked if Hudson Street fit the same criteria. Councilman Scerbo would like to look 

into more options for the stop signs. CP Marino asked Mayor Piazza to contact the Police Department and 

request increased patrols in that area to help deter speeding. 

 

14.  NEW BUSINESS 

- Council President Marino – contacted the School Superintendent and the bus stop at Hudson and South 

Main Street will be moved to Market Street and South Main for safety reasons. 
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- Councilman Scerbo asked if the town can look into reinstalling a crossing guard at Clairmont and 

Logan. Mayor Piazza had a conversation about this recently and the state of New Jersey states that the 

school bus is determined to be its own crossing guard but if it is a problem area we can investigate 

further. Councilman Scerbo stated there is a safety issue as many cars drive past the stopped buses. 

 

15. MOTIONS 

 Firefighter Application – Steven Fulse 

 Council extension of tax billing grace period to August 31st, 2024 – Business Administrator Hall 

stated that the Tax Collector requested the date be changed to September 4, 2024. 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

16. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

-Ann Davis – stated there are several residents who still have not received their tax bills. She spoke with 

the County Administrator who said the County tax rate was set on July 18. She was told at the July 24 

Council meeting that the County rate had just been received. Why was there a delay? Mayor Piazza stated 

that the County tax rate has to be certified by the State. Danielle Lattig, Tax Collector (audience) stated 

that the town received the State certified County tax rate on July 22nd. The bills were printed, stamped and 

sent to the Post Office on July 25th. Mrs. Davis asked why an estimated tax rate notice was not sent out. 

Ms. Lattig stated that would double the total cost of printing and mailing the tax notices when there was a 

relatively short delay in receiving the County tax rate.  

Disruption in the audience. CP Marino called for order. 

-Ms. Kelly – she is planning Sneaker Day for children to customize their sneakers and shoes for free on 

August 25th at Walter’s Park. She stated that the town has a permit fee for use of the park. CP Marino 

asked for a motion to waive the permit fee for her event.  

Motion to waive permit fees for August 25, 2024 Sneaker Day at Walter’s Park.   

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

-Joe Meyner – rent control – stated his plan is a middle ground solution with no bait and switch. Tenants 

will know next year’s rent a year ahead. The administration of the program would only require a few 
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hours by the Inspection Department. His plan slows inflation. He stated a Councilperson could move to 

adopt his plan during New Business of a Town Council meeting. 

- Sandra Dunlap - O2024-19 renaming Kneedler Avenue will incur a large expense for the town and 

residents. CP Marino noted that notifications must be made to the 911 Call Center who will confirm no 

other streets have the same name, all residents being affected, and the Post Office. It will impact the 

residents the most as they are responsible for notifying organizations, mailings, etc. of the change. 

-Sandra Morrisette – thanked Council for looking after the children regarding stop signs and bus stops. 

Regarding the proposed warehouse on Howard Street, she cited the State Plan Commission, Warehouse 

Siting Guidance, overburdened communities, air quality, and health impact “emissions …from diesel 

power… represent the most substantial environmental impact from warehouse facilities. …evidence 

diesel exhaust causes major health hazards. Reducing diesel pollution has become a public priority and 

needs consideration of where diesel sources should be located and mitigated. WHO classifies diesel 

exhaust as carcinogenic…and particulate matter is harmful…even at low concentrations and short term 

exposure.” Diesel particulate matter is responsible for respiratory problems, cancer, heart disease, and 

premature death. Trucks have become stuck on Chambers Street while turning on to Bennett. Mayor 

Piazza noted that the State is ramping up its electric vehicle requirements requiring one in every eight 

vehicles be electric by April 2025. 

- Randy Piazza, Sr. – apologized for the outburst caused by his comment, but his comment was directed at 

his wife, not the speaker, and was taken out of context. No harassment was intended. 

- David Morrisette – stated a pack of cigarettes contains the Surgeon General’s warning and you would 

not give them to a child. But breathing in diesel fumes is the same as smoking. Allowing the Howard 

Street warehouse would force residents of the Flats to smoke. Athletes exerting themselves in the 

Delaware River Park would have the same effect as long draws on a cigarette. He urged Council to not 

allow the warehouse and resulting diesel fumes. 

-Joan Pierce – air pollution is caused by everything we do so should council shut down Atlantic States 

and close the Department of Public Works? Should everyone stop driving, mowing their lawns? For over 

one hundred years children downtown have breathed in fumes.  

- Dan Boyce – the economy is so bad his grandkids can’t afford to buy school supplies. The Howard 

Street warehouse will bring jobs to the town. The lawsuit is still ongoing and has cost the town $4 million 

dollars and jobs and revenue have been lost. If the warehouse is not approved, the developer will bring a 

lawsuit against the town and everyone’s taxes will go up again. 

 

17. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

- Councilman Clark – The Railroad Festival will be held September 14th. Today he and Councilman 

Kennedy met with Senator Corey Booker at the Washington Habitat for Humanity where $500,000 was 

donated for Warren County. This money will benefit Phillipsburg by going toward new homes. 

Councilman Clark is working with Bernardine May Veterans to find grants to help repair their building’s 

roof. He met with Senator Steinhardt today who seemed enthusiastic to help.  

- Councilman Kennedy – there are many restrictions in town for vehicles over 4 tons. He asked the Mayor 

to contact the Chief of Police regarding enforcement of these restrictions. Tim O’Brien (audience) stated 

there are several streets not affected by the truck routes ordinance/restrictions. Mayor Piazza stated that 

one County ordinance fines based on gross vehicle weight using the proper weights and scales and a 

police officer certified with a Weigh Masters license. Our laws are based on registered vehicle weight. He 

will look into it further. Councilman Kennedy stated a First Responder’s “Touch a Truck” event will be 

held at the Farmer’s Market this Sunday. Thomas the Train will be going this weekend.  

- Councilman Scerbo – it is great that the town has provided summer jobs at the pool and through Clean 

Communities for high school and college students in town. Hopefully, the pride in our community created 

by these jobs will trickle through the town. 

- Council Vice President Paulus – thanked the tax office for their efforts and the good job they’ve done 

working with the Post Office and the new software issues for online payments. Council Vice President 

Paulus wished Matt Hall the best of luck in his new position, and she appreciates his service to the town.  
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- Council President Marino – there are a lot of people who need help with home improvements. He 

thanked the Senators for their help bringing money into the area. Council President Marino thanked Matt 

Hall for the excellent work he has done. 

 

18. ADJOURNMENT – 7:35 PM 

 Council VP Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Scerbo.  

 Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 

 Motion passed. 


