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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

August 28, 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Kennedy, Scerbo 

    Absent - Clark 

   -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Baldwin, Acting Clerk Turner 

6. BILLS LIST    

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

7.  MINUTES –August 14, 2024 Regular Session Minutes 

            

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

August 14, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 
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Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Piazza stated that a letter was just received this afternoon from 

NJDOT approving the truck route ordinance. He asked Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience) to 

outline the process going forward. Tim stated the town will adopt an ordinance for signs, 

inventory and order signs, and then begin the installation of signs. Mayor Piazza added that 

pricing the signs and the purchasing procedure are part of the timeline. Councilman Kennedy 

thanked Tim for his work on the truck route. Tim stated the truck route has a loop from Marshall 

Street out to Route 22. 

 

9.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

 -Joe Meyner – R2024-175 – asked who requested the 6 new trucks. That is a lot of money. Mayor 

Piazza stated that the funds were in previous capital budgets for several years but never used. 

Several trucks are old and have been repaired repeatedly, including welding the bodies. The 

repair costs and down time cost a lot. The vehicles should have been rotated out on a regular basis 

and he wants this practice put in place. 

 - Dan Boyde – O2024-21 – he supports this ordinance for stop signs and believes it will be 

beneficial to the residents and especially children in those areas. 

  

10.  ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING 

 O2024-18 ORDINANCE AMENDING § 67-17S SCHEDULE I, NO PARKING 

 

Public Discussion – None 

Council Discussion – None 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-19 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY RENAMING KNEEDLER AVENUE FROM THE INTERSECTION 

OF FISHER AVENUE TO THE INTERSECTION OF ANDERSON STREET (CONSISTING 

OF APPROXIMATELY 1,090 FEET), PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40:67-1(k) 

 

Public Discussion – None 

Council Discussion - None 
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ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 

11. ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING 
**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, September 11th, at 6:00 p.m. at which 

time any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so** 

O2024-20 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

NEW JERSEY APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR A LONG TERM TAX EXEMPTION 

AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT FOR A TAX 

EXEMPTION FOR AN URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT WITH RESPECT TO BLOCK 1005, 

LOT 3 (540 MARSHALL) 

 

Council Discussion – None 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-21 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-23, SCHEDULE VII, STOP 

INTERSECTIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO ADD STOP 

INTERSECTION ON SCHULTZ AVE AT IRWIN STREET AND BARTLETT STREET AT 

LYNDALE STREET 

 

Council Discussion – None 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 
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Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024 -22 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AMENDING CHAPTER 

29, DEVELOPMENT FEES 

 

Council Discussion – CP Marino stated that the fees have not been increased since 2014.  

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

CP Marino stated that R2024-176 RESOLUTION TO APPOINT GERALD GIAIMIS. AS 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG has been pulled from 

the agenda and will not be voted on. 

 

R2024-173 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 
 

R2024-174 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PAY RATE FOR 2024 

 

R2024-175 AUTHORIZING THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL 

PURCHASE OF VEHICLES FROM CIOCCA FORD OF FLEMINGTON IN AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $454,467.01 

 

R2024-177 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATESFOR MERCER STREET PARK IMPROVEMENTS - 

ENGINEERING DESIGN AND SURVEY 
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R2024-178 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR BRAINARD STREET PARK IMPROVEMENTS - 

ENGINEERING DESIGN AND SURVEY 

 

 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

13.  OLD BUSINESS - None 

 

14.  NEW BUSINESS – Councilman Kennedy intended to pull R2024-175 from the consent agenda 

for discussion. CP Marino allowed discussion of R2025-175 to proceed. Councilman Kennedy stated that 

$450,000 is a lot of money and it belongs to the taxpayers, not the DPW. He has no problem with the fire 

truck but asked what the regular cab pickup truck will be used for. Councilman Kennedy would prefer to 

see the trucks replaced one or two at a time over several years. CP Marino stated that these trucks have a 

life span of 45,000 to 75,000 miles and the trucks are well over that with some not being fit for the road. 

DPW can explain what the use of the pickup truck will be. Mayor Piazza explained that the funding was 

approved for the capital budget in previous years specifically for DPW vehicles, but it was never used. He 

will get the specific amounts and the years in which they were allocated. Councilman Kennedy stated that 

just because the money is in the budget, it doesn’t have to be spent. Mayor Piazza stated that since these 

funds were specifically allocated in the capital budget, they will just sit there until they are used for that 

specific purpose. Councilman Scerbo asked when the last new vehicle was purchased. Mayor Piazza 

stated that one was purchased a few years ago, but most of the trucks were purchased around 2005. A lot 

of money and time is being spent on replacement parts and welding. The heavy duty trucks to be ordered 

will be able to handle snowplowing better. CP Marino stated each vehicle should have a jacket (file) that 

shows all of the maintenance, mileage, and repair costs. 

- CVP Paulus – requested sewer meetings be held monthly.  

- CP Marino – reminded residents that school has started and asked everyone to be careful over Labor 

Day weekend.  

 

15. MOTIONS 

 Social Affair Permit – Firth Youth Center 33rd Annual Fundraiser, September 12, 2024 

 Special Event – Phillipsburg Easton Halloween Parade, October 27, 2024 

 Special Event – Annual Tree Lighting – Shappel Park, December 3, 2024 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

  X 
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Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

16. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

 - Joe Meyner – asked who requested the new trucks for DPW and why not purchase 2 trucks now 

and 4 next year or as needed. Mayor Piazza explained that no one requested the trucks, they are needed 

because of the condition of the existing ones. The resolution tonight is just for Council to authorize the 

purchase. The trucks will be delivered next year which negates buying any more next year. Mayor Piazza 

and Attorney Baldwin explained the capital budget funds and purchasing process. 

 - Bill Benz- asked if there were any other accounts that provide similar funds. Mayor Piazza 

stated there are some accounts that are very specialized and some trust accounts that carry over their 

balance year to year. The money does not go back into the general fund. Examples include Community 

Events Trust, Open Space Trust, Stormwater/Sewer Capital budget, and grant accounts. 

 -David Morrisette – wished to clarify comments made by a resident previously regarding lawsuits 

filed on behalf of the Phillipsburg Environmental Watch. Suit #1 from June 2021 regarding the warehouse 

ordinance is active in abeyance. Suite #2 from December 2022, which a resident said was frivolous, was 

won and the ordinance vacated. The town has a new ordinance for reading which is the same as the one 

from the June 2021 lawsuit which is before the courts due to conflict of interest of Council members. The 

new ordinance states the June 2021 lawsuit has no merit, but why then, is council trying to prevent that 

suit from proceeding in the courts? Let the suit run its course.  

 - Dan Boyce – stated he made the comment about the frivolous lawsuit, and he stands by it. The 

group that filed the lawsuit claims they are concerned about the potential diesel truck fumes in “the Flats”. 

Both Route 22 and Route 78 pass by the Flats and the fumes from the heavy truck traffic on those 

highways settle into the area day and night. Ten different truck industries used to be in the Center Street 

area. 

 -Kelly Craven – Thanked Council, Matt Noel, and all the volunteers who made Sneaker Day a 

huge success. She is hosting an event December 14th to do work in the park. She will need volunteers and 

donations. She encouraged residents and Council to come to these events, stating small changes can make 

a big impact. 

 

17. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

 

- Councilman Kennedy – wished everyone a safe and happy Labor Day. The Stateliners first game will be 

held September 6th and it will be Veteran’s Appreciation day. Earlier in the day there will be a gathering 

of Veterans at the Middle School sponsored by the FFA. The Farmer’s Market this Sunday will have an 

Island Destination theme with a band and activities. 

- Councilman Scerbo – thanked Kelly for all of her hard work for Sneaker Day. It was a great, positive 

event that the children enjoyed. He encouraged her and residents to continue these types of events. On 

Monday, August 25 the Recreation Advisory and Open Space Committees held their meetings at which 

Mercer Street Park, Brainard Street Park and 2025 Recreation Programs were discussed. A Volunteer 

Events Committee was also discussed. 

- Council Vice President Paulus – thanked Kelly and Dan and the volunteers for their efforts and time for 

Sneaker Day. There were lots of children and their parents who had a lot of fun. The event was a positive 

for the town. She wished everyone a Happy Labor Day. CVP Paulus yielded her remaining time to Mayor 

Piazza. 
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- Mayor Piazza – asked Council if the town can begin exploring a change of use for a piece of 

Phillipsburg owned property located in Pohatcong. He also asked for environmentals for park 

remediations to be started. 

- Council President Marino – Sneaker Day and other events are positives for the community. He thanked 

everyone for their initiative and time. 

 

18. ADJOURNMENT – 6:46 PM 

 Council VP Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy.  

 Ayes:4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 

 Motion passed. 


