
  Approved 10/23/24 
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

October 9, 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo 

   -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner 

6. BILLS LIST    

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

  

  

7.  MINUTES - September 18, 2024 Special Meeting Minutes 

            September 25, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

            September 25, 2024 Executive Session Minutes 

            

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

   

  

8.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

Joe Meyner – Ordinance 2024-26 – A 30-year PILOT is not a good idea. A 30-year contract ends 

up to be damaging to renters’ incomes. 
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9.  ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING 

 O2024-26 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

NEW JERSEY APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR A LONG-TERM TAX EXEMPTION 

AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT FOR A TAX 

EXEMPTION FOR AN URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT WITH RESPECT TO BLOCK 911, 

LOT 7 (75 South Main) 

Public Discussion - None 

Council Discussion - None 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2024-28 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY 

OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 67-21, SCHEDULE V, 

ONE WAY STREETS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO 

CHANGE THE DESIGNATION OF A CERTAIN ONE-WAY STREET 

Public Discussion - None 

Council Discussion – Councilman Scerbo asked if the direction of traffic can be changed in the 

future. Attorney Wenner stated it can be changed. 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0  

          

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

  

10. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

R2024-191 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF CONTRACT WITH 

ARAE SOLUTIONS, LLC PURSUANT TO NJSA 40A:11-5(3) 
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R2024-192 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS  

COMPLETED PROJECTS 

 

R2024-193 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PERMIT REFUND IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$100.00 TO CORINNE MONTELIUS 

 

R2024-194 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

 

R2024-195 RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PHILLIPSBURG DCD HOUSING AUTHORITY 

FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 2025-2029, ANNUAL PLAN FOR 

FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 2025 

 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

11. OLD BUSINESS - None   

12.  NEW BUSINESS – CVP Paulus requested the date and time be set for Halloween Trick or 

Treating hours. Halloween is on Thursday, October 31st. In past years Trick or Treat hours have been 5 to 

8 pm.  

Motion to set Halloween Trick or Treating hours on Thursday, October 31st from 5 to 8 pm.  

 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

13. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

- Joe Meyner – regarding rent control – He would like to be consulted, and his ordinance 

considered, when a rent control ordinance is drafted. His plan is for rent stabilization versus 

control and has no bait and switch, no rent control board, is enforceable, simple, direct, and 

cheap.  
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- Michelle Vansing – Crossing Logan St, especially during busy hours, is dangerous. The speed 

limit is 35 mph despite there being crosswalks and bus stops and having the primary school 

nearby. Cars regularly speed along the road. Tractor trailers and dump trucks use the road despite 

the regulations. The school bus stop was moved from upper Logan St to Logan and Clairmont 

because cars were passing the stopped busses. But the Logan and Clairmont stop is in a blind spot 

coming up or down the hill. More children, especially middle school aged, are now using this bus 

stop in front of her house and congregating in her driveway which is a property liability for her. 

Her main concern is the children’s safety. CP Marino agreed with her and advised that the 

speeding is a police issue and the site of the bus stop is handled by the School Board. Streets all 

throughout town are experiencing the same issues. CP Marino asked the Mayor to relay the 

concerns to the Police Department and request additional officers for that area.  

- Bill Benz – The Art Exhibition this Friday is Pork Roll themed in honor of Pork Roll Palooza 

which will be held Saturday, Oct 13 starting at 11 am. Taylor Provisioning is a sponsor this year 

and will have a truck at the event. 

- Joan Pierce – received a letter about an IDT Energy Program stating that though she opted out 

of the program she will be billed for one cycle (month). She asked who she can talk to in the 

event she receives additional bills under the program. Mayor Piazza stated she should contact 

IDT in that event. CVP Paulus stated that if IDT does not help her, she can contact the state 

Board of Public Utilities (BPU). Ms. Pierce was upset that residents were automatically opted 

into the program by the town with no say in the matter, and without being made aware of the new 

program. Mayor Piazza stated that this program, which was started in 2018, was renewed this 

year. CVP Paulus explained that this is a reverse auction in which the lowest price is awarded the 

contract.  

- Dan Boyce – asked if the town is required to pay the legal fees for former Councilman Robert 

Fulper whose indictment was dismissed, and will the town take action to recover those funds 

from the former Mayor or Chief of Police who signed the original complaint. Attorney Wenner 

stated that all Council members, as officers/employees of the town, are indemnified for civil 

liability and criminal liability if criminal charges are brought against an individual pertaining to 

their duties as an officer of the town, and if the charges are either dismissed or a finding of not 

guilty is entered by a jury. In Mr. Fulper’s case, charges were brought against him as a Council 

member and were dismissed so he is entitled to indemnification under the town code provided 

that the Town Council authorizes it. Attempting to recover fees from the former Mayor or the 

Police Chief would require the town to file suit in Civil Court. 

 

14. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

- Councilman Clark – is looking forward to Pork Roll Palooza this weekend. 

- Councilman Kennedy – asked residents to keep everyone in the South dealing with the hurricane and 

storm clean up in their thoughts. He asked that people say a prayer for Jaxon. Councilman Kennedy stated 

that after the last meeting, Lehigh Valley Live published an article that contained mistakes regarding the 

appointment of Mr. Brotons as Business Administrator.  Since he abstained, the vote on the resolution 

was 3-1-1, not 3-2. The article quoted a statement made by Councilman Clark and attributed it to 

Councilman Kennedy. Councilman Kennedy stated he never criticized Mr. Brotons nor did he apologize 

to him. He encouraged the reporter to get his facts straight before publishing. 

- Councilman Scerbo – a few months back he asked the Attorney to send a letter to The Express Times 

requesting they remove the empty newspaper boxes. He agrees with Councilman Kennedy that comments 

were misconstrued. Councilman Scerbo thanked the Police Department for their help with the school bus 

stop on South Main St. Regarding the resident’s comments about school bus stops, he agrees. He lives in 

the same area. As a resident he had been told that crossing guards are not placed at school bus stops. But 

there is a crossing guard at the bus stop at the school and one down the road from the school. Councilman 

Scerbo recently went to the Police Department to discuss his concerns about the bus stops and passing 

vehicles and was asked to leave. He then spoke with the Mayor.  He feels the movement of the bus stop 

was not thought through as it makes the situation on Logan St worse. He would like to see a police officer 

assigned there. 
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- Council Vice President Paulus – expressed prayers for Jaxon and his family and asked people to be 

thankful for healthy children. 

- Council President Marino – stated that The Express Times newspaper boxes are going to be taken out. 

The Police Department helped at the downtown school bus stops. The next place they are needed is the 

Hill at the intersection of Filmore, Lewis, and Heckman. The Mayor stated that Crossing Guards are still 

being hired but they only received three applications. CP Marino reminded residents that the 10 pm 

curfew will be enforced on Halloween. He asked residents to be careful driving at night and watch out for 

children. 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT – 7:38 PM 

 Council VP Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Clark. 

 Ayes:5, Nays: 0 Motion passed. 


