approved Nov 13, 2024

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
October 23 2024— 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:00 pm By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CP Marino
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION Led by Councilman Scerbo
5. ROLL CALL - Present - Marino, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo
-Absent - Paulus
-Also in attendance: Attorney Wenner, Business Administrator Brotons, Acting
Municipal Clerk Turner
6. BILLS LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X
7. MINUTES - October 9, 2024 Meeting Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X
8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT - Discussion — Best Practices

Business Administrator Brotons stated that in anticipation of the note sale, Standard & Poor’s
gave Phillipsburg’s funds a AA- rating which is the highest short-term rating of an SD+1. The Best
Practices Survey was submitted and with 40 affirmative answers the town will receive full funding.
Councilman Kennedy asked about survey question #44 regarding unlicensed individuals serving as



Acting Municipal Clerk, temporary CFO, temporary Purchasing Agent and/or temporary Chief of Public
Works Manager which does not show an answer. Mr. Brotons stated he has a yes written on his copy and
noted this is an unscored answer. Councilman Kennedy asked about survey question #52a regarding
municipal shared services answered N/A (not applicable). Councilman Kennedy asked if the Tax
Assessor being employed by other municipalities is a shared service. Attorney Wenner explained that his
employment by another town is not a service shared between municipalities which is the question asked.
He explained the basic set up of a shared services agreement.

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS -
Joe Meyner — requested a copy of the Best Practices Survey. CP Marino stated that he will check
with the CFO if it can be shared and/or posted on the website. If yes, he will get a copy for Mr.
Meyner.

10. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **
Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2024-196 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND
FOR CARAVELLA DEMOLITION, INC.

R2024-197 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF WORKMAN’S COMPENSATION
CLAIM DUE TO OVERPAYMENT

R2024-198 A RESOLUTION APPOINTING NANCY DEFURIA AS ALTERNATE DEPUTY
REGISTRAR

R2024-199 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS
COMPLETED PROJECTS

Motion to approve Consent Agenda

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Scerbo X X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X

Resolution 2024-200 pulled from Consent Agenda by CP Marino.

Attorney Wenner requested that the resolution should be amended as follows: In the sentence
beginning “Now, therefore,” the last word “above” should be followed by a comma and the words “to be
paid out in 2024 and 2025 in equal installments.”



Motion to amend Resolution 2024-200 as stated.

ROLL CALL

ROLL CALL

11.

12.

13.

Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X
Motion to adopt Resolution 2024-200 as amended
Motion Carries 4-0-1

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X

OLD BUSINESS - None

NEW BUSINESS - None

MOTION - Firefighter Application — Lamoni Armstrong

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Scerbo X
Council VP Paulus X
Council President Marino X

14.

PUBLIC PETITIONS -




-Joan Pierce — Ms. Pierce brought in letters she received regarding the IDT Electricity Program,
one of which shows it being sent by the Town of Phillipsburg. She stated that no one should be opted in
without consent.

-Kelly Craven — The issues with the bus stop have not been fixed. A Crossing Guard is needed.
She was told the town would come up with a solution and that they were hiring crossing guards. Only one
position has been filled. Why were they told something different? The rules regarding background check
violations should be amended, or exceptions allowed, so that more people can apply and help the
community. CP Marino stated that the Council is not in charge of Crossing Guards and suggested she
speak with the Mayor and Chief of Police. This is not an issue isolated to South Main St and no one wants
a child hurt. CP Marino suggested that more money be budgeted to hire Crossing Guards. Attorney
Wenner stated that Council can approve more money for Crossing Guards but they cannot create an
exception to the background check as that is a state law.

- Jennifer — She lives 1 % miles from the school and her son would have to walk if he didn’t have
an IEP. No children should have to walk that far to school. CP Marino stated that bussing is a school
board policy and Council has no control over bus stops. He suggested that she attend a school board
meeting.

- Joe Meyner — Two pedestrian crossing signs were put up near Shappell Park for an event.
Council can budget for pedestrian crossing or right of way signs and take some action.

- Dan Boyce — suggested that stops be condensed so fewer Crossing Guards are needed.

15. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Clark — cautioned residents that a drought watch is in effect and all open fires are
prohibited. On October 27 the Fall Festival will be held from 10 to 2 and the Halloween Parade will take
place.

- Councilman Kennedy — agreed that Jennifer would have better results for school bus stops by attending
a school board meeting. Councilman Kennedy announced that Councilman Scerbo’s son Matt Scerbo, Jr.
broke the Phillipsburg Football record for receiving yards, the record for most possessions, and the record
for touchdowns at last week’s game. Phillipsburg will be in the State playoffs. Councilman Kennedy
asked residents to visit the Fall Festival this weekend and to be careful during Trick or Treating.

- Councilman Scerbo — thanked Councilman Kennedy. The Recreation Committee is holding a Halloween
Decorating contest and 40 contestants have entered. He thanked everyone for helping put this together.
Councilman Scerbo also thanked Matt Noel and John Henderson for getting the trolley going. The
children are very excited. He is happy to see the positive things happening in town and all the volunteers
who are helping.

- Council President Marino — wished everyone a Happy Halloween and asked all residents to be careful.
He spoke with the Mayor and Chief of Police about bus stop safety issues. The Police are actively
enforcing passing laws and issuing tickets. Next year there should be more police officers on the force.
CP Marino stated he has confidence in the Mayor and the Chief of Police.

16. EXECUTIVE SESSION - None
17. ADJOURNMENT -6:33 PM

Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Scerbo.
Ayes:4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 Motion passed.



