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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

November 13 2024— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:01 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CP Marino 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Scerbo 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Paulus, Clark, Kennedy, Scerbo 

 -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Municipal Clerk Turner 

6.  RESOLUTION 2024-201 – RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

7. BILLS LIST    

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo X  X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8.  MINUTES – October 23, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

           

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-1-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    
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Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 
 

 X 
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

9. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT – Police Department – Captain Maczko reported that the 

camera project installation is beginning. This will update about half of the system and provide 

better access with less down time. Parking violations are being addressed, particularly along 

Riverside Way. Over two days 19 parking tickets were issued for illegal parking and other 

violations. In addition, over 4200 coins were collected in parking meters. Captain Maczko wished 

everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Personnel – 6:06 PM 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 Return from Executive Session – resume Public Session 6:22 PM 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  
 

  
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

  Attorney Wenner stated that the topic discussed was Personnel. No action was taken. 

 

11.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

 - Jesse Barnes – Resolution 2024-209 – asked if the records referenced are public knowledge. 

Attorney Wenner stated the public has access to the report. He stated that at the time the report was 

prepared, the Town Council was given a verbal recap, not the written report. This resolution reaffirms that 

the report is a limited public record and the Town Council recognizes it as such. The record can be 

requested through an OPRA request subject to redactions. 

 - Dan Boyce – Resolution 2024-207 – The legal fees were caused by the actions of others, in 

particular the Chief of Police who allowed a child molester to coach children, and who has retaliated 

against his own officers. Attorney Wenner stated that Mr. Boyce is free to comment but cautioned him 
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that if what he says is not accurate, he could face civil liability. Mr. Boyce continued stating that the 

former Mayor and prosecutor caused these charges to be filed, and the cost to the town is causing taxes to 

go up. The taxpayers should be aware of the cause. 

- Bill Benz – Resolution 2024-207 – asked for an explanation of the impact of tonight’s expenditures on 

the town’s budget. Attorney Wenner and Mayor Piazza stated that Resolution 2024-201, approved at the 

beginning of the meeting, allowed for already appropriated monies to be moved from other funds into 

legal fees. Mayor Piazza stated that there were multiple unplanned expenditures that required the transfer 

of funds. 

- Robert Turn, Jr. – Resolution 2024-207 – stated he was speaking on behalf of Robert Fulper who is a 

good person. He deserves every penny of the $109,000 in legal fees. 

- Joan Pierce – Resolution 2024-207 – asked how much the Town’s insurance will pay toward the legal 

fees? Attorney Wenner stated that the insurance does not cover payment of legal fees in a criminal case. 

Town ordinance dictates that the town is responsible for the legal fees of an employee accused of criminal 

conduct while carrying out their duties when said criminal charges are dropped or the accused is found 

not guilty. Ms. Pierce asked if this hadn’t been addressed previously. Attorney Wenner stated that the 911 

call was a separate charge for which the town paid the legal fees. Ms. Pierce asked if taxes will or will not 

go up as a result. Mayor Piazza stated that the funds are coming out of this year’s budget. 

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

Council President Marino noted that R2024-223 has been added to the agenda. 

 
 R2024-202 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE TOWN 

OF PHILLIPSBURG  

 

R2024-203 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO EXECUTE A 

SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF WARREN AND THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG FOR SHARING PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT 

  

R2024-204 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE 

IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO N.J.S. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) – 2022 Bulletproof Vest Partnership  

 

R2024-205 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE 

IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO N.J.S. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) – 2024 Bulletproof Vest Partnership  

 

R2024-206 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE 

IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO N.J.S. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) - National Opioid Settlement  

 

R2024-208 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY, FINDING AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY FOR PURPOSES OF N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-6 AND N.J.A.C. 5:34-6.1  

 

R2024-210 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES WITH VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR ADDITIONAL 

INSPECTION AND CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION TIME FOR THE HUDSON STREET 

PHASE 1 PROGRAM  
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R2024-211 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLISPBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY CORRECTING RESOLUTION 2024-60 REGARDING INTERFUND TRANSFERS  

 

R2024-212 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN AN ELECTRONIC TAX SALE  

 

R2024-213 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING A TAX SALE NOTICE FEE  

 

R2024-214 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF 3rd QUARTER PROPERTY TAX 

OVERPAYMENTS  

 

R2024-215 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX OVERPAYMENT DUE 

TO OVERBILLING 

  

R2024-216 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX OVERPAYMENT  

 

R2024-217 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF SEWER ACCOUNT OVERPAYMENT  

 

R2024-218 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 

FENCE IMPROVEMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE WARREN STREET REPAVING PROJECT 

  

R2024-219 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT NUMBER 1 TO TILCON NEW YORK, INC. 

FOR WORK PERFORMED IN CONNECTION WITH THE HUDSON STREET PHASE 1 PROJECT 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $643,775.81.  

 

R2024-222 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY, ENDORSEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SOUTH MAIN STREET BRIDGE IMPROVEMENTS 

-------------------------- 

R2024-220 - CP Marino read the Resolution title and stated there had been minor changes to the wording 

in R2024-220. No dollar amounts were changed. 

R2024-223 – added to the agenda after publication 

 

R2024-220 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT NUMBER 3 TO SOUTH STATE, INC. FOR 

WORK PERFORMED IN CONNECTION WITH THE WARREN STREET PHASE 1 & 2 PROJECT 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $69,753.05 AND APPROVING CHANGE ORDER 2 DECREASING THE 

CONTRACT VALUE FROM $848,273.07 TO $708,791.10  

 

R-2024-223 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT AN AWARD EXTENSION 

REQUEST FOR LA-2023 MA PHILLIPSBURG TOWN HUDSON STREET PHASE 2 21 TO THE 

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Motion to approve Resolution 2024-220 and 2024-223 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
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Council President Marino   X    

 

 

Resolution 2024-221 pulled from the consent agenda by CP Marino 

 

R2024-221 RESOLUTION APPOINTING NICOLE TORRES DEPUTY CLERK FOR THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG  

 

Attorney Wenner stated that there is a motion to amend the resolution to increase the starting salary to 

$65,000 as per discussion held during Executive Session. 

Motion to amend Resolution 2024-221  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

Motion to approve Resolution 2024-221 as amended.  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    
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R2024-207 pulled from the consent agenda by Councilmen Clark and Scerbo. 

R2024-207 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF LEGAL FEES INCURRED BY 

ROBERT FULPER IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DUTIES AS A COUNCILMAN 

 

Councilman Clark stated that a partner in the law firm representing Robert Fulper is the Chairperson of 

the Warren County Republican Committee which provided funds to the campaigns of sitting members of 

council. Is this a conflict of interest for those council members? Attorney Wenner stated he did not 

believe it was a conflict since the funds were provided by the Warren County Republican Committee, not 

the individual or the law firm. In addition, if, as Chairperson, the law partner approved the funds, the 

doctrine of necessity allows for potentially conflicted members to vote, not abstain, in order that the 

business of the people moves forward. Councilman Clark asked why the supporting documents were so 

heavily redacted. Attorney Wenner stated the redactions were done due to attorney/client privilege with 

Mr. Fulper’s personal attorney, an ongoing civil lawsuit, and sensitive information related to the town’s 

civil lawsuit. CP Marino stated that the guilty parties should be responsible for paying back the taxpayers’ 

money that is paying these legal fees. Councilman Scerbo stated that serving as Chairperson of the 

WCRC is different than the job of a law partner and is not a conflict. He agrees with CP Marino that the 

town should go after those that caused the lawsuit. Councilman Kennedy stated that the charges were 

brought by the Warren County Prosecutor’s office and asked why the county is not responsible for the 

reimbursement? Attorney Wenner stated that the reimbursement is under our town code. 

Motion to approve Resolution 2024-207  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

R2024-209 pulled from the consent agenda by Councilmen Kennedy and Scerbo. 

R2024-209 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLISPBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY RECOGNIZING THE INVESTIGATIVE REPORT CONCERNING WORKPLACE 

MISCONDUCT ON THE PART OF MAYOR TODD M. TERSIGNI AS A GOVERNMENT RECORD 

SUBJECT TO LIMITED PUBLIC ACCESS  

Councilman Kennedy asked for confirmation that the public can OPRA the referenced report. Attorney 

Wenner stated yes and reiterated his earlier comments. Councilman Kennedy stated that with all of the 

major issues the Council is dealing with, a temporary municipal building, tax bill issues, Main Street 

traffic, and major infrastructure issues, this is an unnecessary resolution. Mayor Piazza stated that as a 

Councilman at that time, they were told they could not make it public at their meeting. He feels the public 

has a right to this information. Councilman Scerbo stated that the public does have a right to this 

information and this resolution provides transparency. The conduct of the former mayor was a picture of 

retaliation. Councilman Clark is also for transparency but the study shows no evidence of harassment. 

Attorney Wenner confirmed the conclusion was there was no evidence to support a claim of a hostile 

work environment. 

Motion to approve Resolution 2024-209  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 3-2 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
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Councilman Clark   
 

X  
 

Councilman Kennedy  
  

X   

Councilman Scerbo 
 

X X    

Council VP Paulus X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

13. OLD BUSINESS – Councilman Scerbo asked for a time frame for the new stop signs to be 

installed. Mayor Piazza stated the order is coming in and they should be received and installed soon. 

   

14.  NEW BUSINESS – None 

 

15. MOTION – Meeting Date 

 Council Vice President Paulus requested the November 27, 2024 Town Council meeting be 

changed to Tuesday, November 26, 2024.  

 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

16. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

- Ms. DeGerolamo – The parking meters downtown are inconsistent with some taking coins and others 

only allowing an app. There are broken meters that don’t recognize the coins deposited. Some people do 

not want “financial” apps on their phones. In addition, the kiosks have been removed so one cannot pay 

with a credit card. Mayor Piazza stated that the meters are being replaced and new meter heads are on 

order. As old meters are used up, new ones will be installed. Ms. DeGerolamo stated that weeds between 

the sidewalks and curbs throughout town are horrible. Mayor Piazza stated that the town code dictates 

that the property owner is responsible for the property up to where the curb meets the road. Ms. 

DeGerolamo stated that it needs to be enforced. 

- Joan Pierce – Though she cancelled the IDT electrical program, she still received a second bill. She 

contacted JCP&L and the BPU who couldn’t help. Since this program was approved by the town without 

the consumers’ consent, she wants her money back. Mayor Piazza stated that the program is run through 

Sustainable New Jersey, a cooperative approved by the state. Participation in the program is required for 

certain state grants. Ms. Pierce stated that she was charged a higher rate, she was opted in by the town, 

and she wants her money back. CVP Paulus stated she would refund Ms. Pierce’s money. 

- Dawn Paulus – asked why the town was dragging its feet on rent control. CP Marino stated it will be on 

the next meeting agenda.  

- Joe Meyner – asked what version of rent control will council vote on and who will author the ordinance. 

Attorney Wenner stated that his law firm will write the ordinance based on the study presented by Todd 

Poole from 4ward Planning. Once presented, Council can approve, deny, or amend the ordinance. Mr. 
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Meyner asked if his proposal was reviewed as well. Attorney Wenner stated that it has been presented to 

his law firm. 

- Ms. Branch - 42 homes participated in the Halloween Decorating contest. Awards were given for several 

categories. She thanked Council for being supportive. It raised a lot of attention for the Recreation 

Committee. The Christmas/Winter Decorating contest will begin soon. A stop sign had been requested a 

year ago. Mayor Piazza stated that new signs have been ordered.  

- Bill Benz, Downtown Association – would like a meeting set up prior to the November 26 Council 

meeting for property owners to discuss rent control with Councilmembers. CP Marino stated that the first 

reading of the ordinance will be on November 26. The second reading will be open to the public for their 

input.  

- Dan Boyce –Another lawsuit has been filed by David Morrisette in opposition to warehouses on 

Howard St. His previous lawsuit has cost the town $4 million plus lost tax revenue. Can anything be done 

to stop this? 

 

17. COUNCIL OPEN TIME  

- Councilman Clark – stated the Warren County Board of Realtors had asked to meet with Council prior 

to any action on the rent control ordinance. CP Marino stated that anyone can attend and voice their 

opinion at the second reading of the ordinance. He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

- Councilman Kennedy- The Mistletoe Magic Holiday Festival will be held Saturday and Sunday at 

Shappell Park from 10 to 2 with many food and craft vendors. This Friday night the Stateliners will play 

in the NJ State sectional finals at Maloney Stadium. Sunday the Steel Hill Bulldogs will play the 

Pohatcong Warriors.  

- Councilman Scerbo – agrees with the resident who spoke about parking meters. This is a headache for 

residents and visitors and should be addressed as soon as possible. He stated that the town will be 

concentrating their attention on downtown and will address the weeds. Councilman Scerbo wished 

everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

- Council Vice President Paulus – Regarding former Councilmen Fulper and McVey, it is disgusting and 

very frustrating. It has a connection to the report referred to in R2024-209. The report was funded by 

taxpayers who have a right to see it in redacted form. The taxpayers have to pay the legal fees when those 

who are responsible, whose actions constituted official misconduct with malice, collusion and corruption, 

should be responsible for the costs.  

 

18.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 7:18 PM 

 Attorney Wenner stated that the topic to be discussed is possible disposition of town owned 

property. No action will be taken. 

Councilman Scerbo moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy. 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed 

 

Return from Executive Session – resume Public Session 7:46 PM 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Scerbo 
 

 X    

Council VP Paulus 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

19. ADJOURNMENT –7:47 PM 
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 Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Scerbo. 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed. 


