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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

2025 REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 08, 2024 — 6:00 P.M.

1. SELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON-PRO-TEMPORE Acting Clerk Turner opened the
meeting and asked for a nomination for Chairperson Pro-Tempore - Councilman Clark nominated
Attorney Richard Wenner to serve as Chairperson-Pro-Tempore. No other nominations were
received.

Roll Call Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Marino X

Councilwoman Paulus X X

Councilman Scerbo X

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT – Read by Attorney Wenner

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - By All

4. INVOCATION Led by Councilman Scerbo

5. MOMENT OF SILENCE –held for Councilman Marino’s brother Sam who recently passed.

6. SELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Attorney Wenner asked for nominations for Council President for calendar year 2025.
Councilman Clark nominated Councilman Kennedy for Council President. Councilman Scerbo
nominated Councilman Marino. No other nominations were received.

Roll Call Councilman Kennedy for Council President Failed 2-3

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Marino X

Councilwoman Paulus X

Councilman Scerbo X
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Roll Call Councilman Marino for Council President Passed 3-2

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Marino X

Councilwoman Paulus X X

Councilman Scerbo X X

Attorney Wenner noted Motion carries and offered his congratulations. Attorney Wenner swore
in Council President Marino and handed over the gavel.

7. SELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENT

CP Marino asked for nominations for Council Vice President.
Councilwoman Paulus nominated Councilman Scerbo for Vice President. Councilman Kennedy
nominated Councilman Clark. No other nominations were received.

Roll Call Councilman Scerbo for Council Vice President Passed 3-2

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Marino X X

Councilwoman Paulus X

Councilman Scerbo X X

Council President Marino congratulated Councilman Scerbo.

8. ROLL CALL – Present - Clark, Kennedy, Paulus, CVP Scerbo, CP Marino

9. BILLS LIST
Roll Call Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Council President Marino X X

Councilwoman Paulus X

Council VP Scerbo X
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10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS – David Morrisette – R2025-05 – He asked
that the resolution be amended changing the starting time of the meetings 7:00 pm to allow more people
to attend.

11. CONFIRMATION OF MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS

I. Attorney: Rich Wenner, Esq., Lavery, Selvaggi, & Cohen

II. Auditor: Heidi Wohlleb, Nisivoccia & Company, LLP

III. Bond Counsel: Everett M. Johnson, Esq., Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer

IV. Municipal Engineer: Stanley Schrek, PE, Van Cleef Engineering

V. Wastewater Engineer: Dennis Yoder, PE, Remington and Vernick

VI. Municipal Prosecutor: Steven Siegel, Esq.

VII. Financial Advisor: Phoenix Advisors

VIII. Risk Manager: Acrisure and Fairview Associates

IX. Insurance Consultant: Acrisure

X. Municipal Planner: Van Cleef Engineering

XI. Public Defender: Brian Grace

XII. Emergency Management Coordinator: Richard Hay

XIII. Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator:: Mabel Cook

Roll Call Mayoral Appointments Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilwoman Paulus X X Public

Defender

Council VP Scerbo X X

Council President Marino X

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by one
motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a
Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2025-01 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE TEMPORARY
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BUDGET FOR 2025 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LOCAL BUDGET ACT

R2025-02 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR
DEBT SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 2025 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE
LOCAL BUDGET ACT

R2025-03 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY BUDGET
FOR THE SEWER UTILITY FUND FOR 2024 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LOCAL BUDGET
ACT

R2025-04 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR
DEBT SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 2025 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE
LOCAL BUDGET ACT

R2025-05 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2025

R2025-06 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING SEWER COMMITTEE MEETING DATES FOR 2025

R2025-08 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-09 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TOWN ATTORNEY AND/OR SPECIAL TAX
COUNSEL TO EXECUTE STIPULATIONS, CORRECT ASSESSMENTS IN TAX COURT, FILE
ADDED, OMITTED, OMITTED/ADDED ASSESSMENTS, ROLL¬BACK TAX COMPLAINTS AND
TAX APPEALS

R2025-10 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PETTY CASH FUNDS FOR 2025

R2025-11 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE FUNDS FOR VARIOUS MUNICIPAL
OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS

R2025-12 A RESOLUTION APPROVING LIST FOR TOWING SERVICES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG FOR 2025

R2025-13 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO ISSUE
REFUNDS WITHOUT COUNCIL APPROVAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $50.00 OR LESS

R2025-14 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL CLERK TO ADMINISTER ALL
GAMES OF CHANCE LICENSES FOR THE YEAR 2025

R2025-15 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WAIVING OF CLAIMANT CERTIFICATION

R2025-16 RESOLUTION APPOINTING PENSIONS AND BENEFITS CERTIFYING OFFICER AND
CERTIFYING SUPERVISOR FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-17 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG
TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE PRICING AGREEMENT

Discussion – Councilman Clark asked if R2025-05 could be amended to change the meeting start time to
7:00 pm. CP Marino stated the meetings have been held at 6:00 pm for a full year with no complaints or
requests to change the time.
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ROLL CALL Consent Agenda minus R2025-07 and R2025-18 Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilwoman Paulus X X

Council VP Scerbo X

Council President Marino X X

R2025-07 – Pulled from Consent Agenda by Council VP Scerbo
A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

Council VP Scerbo would like look at other papers that offer cheaper services. Attorney Wenner stated
that official newspapers are needed to advertise current notices and R2025-05 can be amended at a future
meeting.

Roll Call Approve R2024-07 Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilwoman Paulus X

Council VP Scerbo X X

Council President Marino X

R. 2025-18 Pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy
R2025-18 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING ADVICE AND CONSENT TO THE APPOINTMENT OF
STEPHANIE LILLY AND BRITTANY KREIDLER TO THE PHILLIPSBURG LIBRARY BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

Councilman Kennedy requested R2025-18 be tabled until the next meeting to allow Council time to
consider the appointments and for the public to have access to it in a timely manner. He does not approve
of its late addition to the agenda. This is not an emergency. Mayor Piazza stated that the Library Board’s
meeting is after the next Council meeting and holding it will not affect the Board but the appointees are a
mother and an author of children’s books. Councilwoman Paulus stated we should not hold the Mayor’s
appointments. CP Marino agreed and stated that late “walk-ins” are not unusual and sees no reason to
table the resolution.
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Roll Call Table R2025-18 Failed 2-3

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilwoman Paulus X

Council VP Scerbo X

Council President Marino X

Roll Call Adopt R2025-18 Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilwoman Paulus X X

Council VP Scerbo X X

Council President Marino X

13. NEW BUSINESS - None

14. OLD BUSINESS – CP Marino thanked Council for the moment of silence in honor of his
brother. His brother served as a police officer from 1970 to 1996. CP Marino would like new employees
and those receiving honors or recognitions to attend Council Meetings so the public can meet them and
know of their accomplishments.

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Joan Pierce – asked why DPW puts recyclable material in the garbage
truck with garbage. Mayor Piazza stated he will discuss this with her. Ms. Pierce asked why the two
canines on the police force do not have bulletproof vests and badges. Chief McDonald (audience) stated
that one vest has been donated and they are trying to get another one. Badges had been provided in the
past and he will look into it.
- Shaheed Barnes – asked if a garbage can is damaged by DPW, will the town replace it? Mayor Piazza
replied it will not unless an egregious violation caused the damage and a complaint was registered. The
town cannot act unless a complaint is registered which he encouraged residents to submit via the town
website or social media. Mr. Barnes is interested in running for Council. He was directed to the website
Warren County Votes for information.
- Abby Franchiana – requested a waiver of the street opening moratorium to have a gas line run to her
residence at 150 Hagerty St. for a furnace replacement. Attorney Wenner stated a motion would be
required to waive the moratorium and allow the road opening permit. Engineer Tim O’Brien stated a
$1000 winter fee is required. Mayor Piazza stated that the gas company had recently cut and repaired this
street. They are doing so regardless of the moratorium.
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Roll Call Grant waiver of road opening moratorium and allow the road opening permit for 150
Hagerty St Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilwoman Paulus X

Council VP Scerbo X X

Council President Marino X

- Dan Boyce – stated that when he tried to speak at the Dec 11, 2024 meeting about being arrested for
removing a political sign a Council member refuted him. He recounted his interactions with the police
and effects on his personal life. Mr. Boyce stated that every officer who responded to the accident on
Route 22 on New Years Day was exemplary. If the traffic light had been repaired in a timely manner, the
man may still be alive and those involved would not have been traumatized. He is looking forward to a
different outlook with the new Police Chief.
- David Morrisette – asked Council to consider if newspapers chosen to be newspapers of record send
copies to libraries for historical record.

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME
Councilman Clark – Congratulated Police Chief McDonald and thanked all of the police for the

work that they do. He offered his condolences to the Marino family. Councilman Clark sees the new year
as an opportunity to advance.

Councilman Kennedy – Congratulated Police Chief McDonald, the Council President, and Vice
President, and offered his condolences to the Marino family. The Winter Market will be held on January
12 and the second and fourth Sundays of each month from 10 to 1 at the corner of Hudson St and South
Main St.
. Councilwoman Paulus - Congratulated Police Chief McDonald, the Police Department, the
Council President, and Vice President, and offered her condolences to the Marino family. She wished
everyone a happy, healthy, and safe New Year.

Council VP Scerbo – Congratulated Police Chief McDonald and the Police Department and
thanked them for the work they do. He offered prayers to the Marino family. Council VP Scerbo looks
forward to working together in 2025 and appreciates the Vice President nomination.

Council President Marino – offered his time to Police Chief McDonald.
Police Chief McDonald – it is an honor and privilege to serve as the interim Police Chief. He

thanked the Mayor and Council. Chief McDonald stated he grew up on Summit Ave in Phillipsburg and
his officers are dedicated to serving the residents of this proud town. One of the Police Captains will
provide reports at the Council meetings.

Captain Goodell thanked Dan Boyce for his help with the victims and children at the New Year’s
day accident.

Captain Maczko stated the Mobile Data Terminals for the patrol cars are moving forward. These
will save man hours in filing reports and allow more officers on the street.
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17. EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:43 pm – Topic Sewer – No action will be taken
Roll Call Enter Executive Session Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilwoman Paulus X X

Council VP Scerbo X X

Council President Marino X

Roll Call Reconvene Public Session – 7:00 Passed 5-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilwoman Paulus X X

Council VP Scerbo X X

Council President Marino X

Attorney Wenner stated the topic discussed was sewer. No action was taken.

18. ADJOURNMENT 7:01 PM
Council President Marino motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Councilwoman Paulus. Ayes: 5,

Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent:0. Motion passed.

______________________________
Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk


