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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

January 22, 2025— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by Councilwoman Paulus 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Council VP Scerbo 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Scerbo, Clark, Kennedy, Paulus 

-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Municipal Clerk Turner 

 

6.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:01 pm Topics to be discussed: Attorney/Client Privilege and 

Personnel. No action will be taken. Council VP Scerbo moved to enter Executive Session. 

Seconded by Councilwoman Paulus. Ayes: 5, Nayes: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion passed. 

 

RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION – Resume Public Session 6:31 pm 

Councilwoman Paulus moved to resume Public Session. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy. 

Ayes: 5, Nayes: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion passed 

 Attorney Wenner stated that 3 topics were discussed: banking depository, LEAD funding, Sewer. 

No action was taken. 

 

7. MINUTES – December 11, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

            December 18, 2024 Regular Session Minutes 

            January 8, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

             January 8, 2025 Executive Session Minutes 

 

  ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilwoman Paulus  X  X    

Council VP Scerbo 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8.  BILLS LIST  

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilwoman Paulus  X  X    
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Council VP Scerbo 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 - Councilman Kennedy pulled check #96377 for discussion. He would like more information 

about the vehicle. CP Marino stated we do not have the information on hand. Acting Clerk Turner 

will provide information to Councilman Kennedy. 

 

9. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 

 Land Use Board 

Class II –1 year term - Matt Noel 

Class IV – 4 yr term - William Duffy 

Class IV – 4 yr term –Keith Zwicker 

Class IV – 4 yr term –John Turnbull 

Class IV – 4 yr term –Bernard Brotzman 

 

Open Space Committee  

 

 Property Owner/Resident – 1 year term -Kelly Post-Sheedy 

Property Owner/Resident – 1 year term -  Steve Stocker 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilwoman Paulus  
 

 X    

Council VP Scerbo X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

10. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

 Open Space Committee   

Resident – 1 year term – Stacy Evans 

Alternate – 1 year term – Andre Manning 

Recreation Committee – Annual appointments 

Steel Hill Representative – John Turnbull 

Renegades Representative – Tim Zagra 

Little Liners Representative  - Danielle Finkin 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
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Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilwoman Paulus  
 

X X    

Council VP Scerbo X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

- Council President Marino stated that Resolution 2025-25 has been pulled from the agenda and 

will not be voted on tonight. 

 11. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

 - Danielle DeGerolamo – asked why Hudson Street was chosen for this project. Engineer Tim 

O’Brien (audience) stated that this is through DOT funding and used DOT criteria including 

demographics and number of residents. Past DOT was used for improvements on Heckman St. 

Ms. DeGerolamo stated that the last 3 large maple trees along Hudson St were taken down and 

asked if they would be replaced. Mayor Piazza will look into having the trees replaced. 

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

R2025-19 RESOLUTION APPROVING JUNK DEALER LICENSE FOR 2025 

R2024-20 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY APPROVING PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 

 

R2025-22 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

 

R2025-23 RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

 

R2025-24 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING LEGAL 

FEES IN THE AMOUNT OF ONE THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED AND TWENTY-ONE 

DOLLARS AND TWENTY-THREE CENTS ($1,721.23) INCURRED BY ROBERT FULPER 

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DUTIES AS A COUNCILMAN 

R2025-26 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX SALE DEPOSITS  

 

R2025-27 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYOUT OF ACCRUED SICK, VACATION  

AND COMPENSATORY LEAVE FOR CAPTAIN JOHN FRANCHESINO  

 

R2025-29 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHOZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT FOR 

SERVICES FOR UEZ EVENT COORDINATOR 

 

R2025-30 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT, IN THE 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED SEVEN HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND, 

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SIX DOLLARS AND TWENTY-FIVE CENTS ($724,186.25) 

FOR THE HUDSON STREET, PHASE II PROJECT TO DUMOR CONTRACTING, INC. 
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ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilwoman Paulus  
 

 X    

Council VP Scerbo 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

R2025-21 pulled from Consent Agenda by Councilman Clark. Councilman Clark stated he had no 

comments, he wanted a separate vote on this resolution.  

R2025-21 RESOLUTION APPROVING COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2025  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 3-2 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  
 

X  
 

Councilman Kennedy  X 
 

X   

Councilwoman Paulus  
 

 X    

Council VP Scerbo 
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

R2025-28 pulled from Consent Agenda by Council VP Scerbo. Council VP Scerbo stated he had 

no comments, he wanted a separate vote on this resolution.  

R2025-28 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYOUT OF ACCRUED SICK, VACATION  

AND COMPENSATORY LEAVE FOR POLICE CHIEF ROBERT STETTNER  

 

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 3-2 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilwoman Paulus  
 

 
 

X   

Council VP Scerbo X  
 

X  
 

Council President Marino   X    

 Council President Marino stated this is a contractual matter. 

 

13. OLD BUSINESS – None 

   

14.  NEW BUSINESS – Councilman Clark stated that not all residents are in compliance with the 

trash ordinance because they cannot afford to buy new garbage cans. He suggested the town subsidize 
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cans or open a program to provide cans. In addition, these same residents will be fined for not using trash 

cans, furthering their burden. Mayor Piazza stated no fines are being issued at this time. The stickers 

being placed on loose garbage bags instruct residents to call a specific phone number through which they 

will receive information about the ordinance. The resident can leave their address and their garbage will 

be picked up later that day or the next day. Matt Noel, DPW Supervisor stated he has looked into  

purchasing cans at a bulk rate which could be sold to residents at cost, about $16 a can. Funds may be 

available through Clean Communities. CP Marino stated that enforcement of the ordinance is cleaning up 

the streets. Residents aren’t going to buy a can from the town for $!6 if they can buy one at Walmart for 

$15. A local nonprofit may be encouraged to start a program for cans. Councilwoman Paulus would like 

to have a discussion about creating an ordinance to pass along expenditures the taxpayers have to pay for 

irresponsible pet owners, as shown on the bill list entry of $899 for boarding and services. 

Council VP Scerbo suggested an inspector follow the garbage truck, take a picture of the loose bags and 

the residence, and notify the resident later. DPW would take the loose bags while on site. Frequent 

offenders could be identified this way. 

 

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

- Joe Meyner – asked what the ordinance says is recyclable or not and what containers can be used for 

recycling and garbage. Mayor Piazza will send him information. CP Marino asked Acting Clerk Turner to 

have copies of the trash ordinance available to the public at the next meeting.  

- Danielle DeGerolamo – enforcement of the trash ordinance has resulted in less loose recycling and 

garbage being blown around her neighborhood. The public parking lot by the river only has the Park 

Mobile app. A kiosk allowing for credit card payments would be more “user friendly” for out of town 

visitors. She would like to see enforcement of parking regulations, particularly at intersections and stop 

signs. Cars are parked right at the intersections which creates unsafe driving/ turning conditions, 

especially for larger vehicles. Mayor Piazza stated that DPW began re-painting yellow curbs last summer 

and will expand it this year. Ms. DeGerolamo stated that STOP is painted on the street at the intersection 

of Hudson St. and Warren St. but there is no stop sign. Mayor Piazza stated that the sign is scheduled to 

be installed. 

-Matt Noel, DPW Supervisor – stated that he has posted on Social Media about parking too close to 

intersections and how roads/intersections need to remain clear for Emergency Services and DPW 

vehicles. He spoke with the Police Chief about enforcement but without the appropriate signs, they cannot 

issue tickets. Mr. Noel reiterated what had been discussed regarding the trash ordinance enforcement. He 

added that DPW saw a decrease in loose bags before Jan 13 and has already seen a decrease in the 

number of stickers being left. He instructed DPW staff to handle garbage cans and lids properly. Mayor 

Piazza noted that the cost of sending the garbage truck back to a residence that received a sticker is offset 

by the reduction in Workers Compensation claims and time spent picking up loose garbage from the 

gutters.  

-Dan Boyce – a private citizen can get paid for recyclable. Why doesn’t the town get paid for recyclables. 

Mr. Boyce spoke of his vehicle being towed based on a false police report for which nothing was ever 

done. He feels the town owes him a vehicle. Mr. Boyce stated that a Councilman has compassion for 

residents who cannot afford garbage cans but no compassion for residents regarding rent control . He 

questioned the Councilman’s qualifications. 

- Special presentation- Prevention is Key - Christopher Goeke, Fiscal Agent, Project Coordinator, and 

Anthony Doran, Outreach Coordinator at Prevention is Key work directly with the Phillipsburg Police 

Department and the Law Enforcement Assistance Diversion (LEAD) Program. The NJ Attorney 

General’s Office was unsuccessful in filing for continued funding of the program and funding has 

stopped. This is a highly successful program in which Police Officers can provide assistance and/or 

referrals for public safety, harm reduction, homeless, substance abuse, and poverty cases. The program 

allows officers to divert low level and repeat offenders to outreach programs after assessment, and on a 

volunteer basis, which helps combat recidivism. The program has helped about 60 people and currently 

has 46 participants, 74% of whom suffer opioid addictions. Prevention is asking the town to help fill the 

funding gap with National Opioid Settlement funds. Attorney Wenner stated that the town currently has 
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$286,000 from the National Opioid Settlement Fund which is to be used specifically for prevention, 

education, and treatment of opioid related issues. The town is not set up to administer such a program but, 

as discussed in Executive Session, could enter into a shared services agreement with Prevention is Key. 

Invoices for costs incurred would be sent to the town and reimbursed out of the National Opioid 

Settlement funds. 

 

Motion to authorize preparation of a shared services agreement with Prevention is Key using National 

Opioid Settlement funds for the LEAD Program. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilwoman Paulus  
 

X X    

Council VP Scerbo X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 

- Councilman Clark – is proud to support Prevention is Key and the LEAD Program. He thanked the 

DPW, Police Department, and First Responders for their efforts during the snowstorm on January 19th. 

They were all out during the storm clearing the roads and helping residents. In recognition of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day he quoted Dr. King “I have decided to stick with love, because hate is too much of a 

burden to bear”. 

- Councilman Kennedy- The Winter Market will be open the 2nd and 4th Sunday every month from 10 to 1 

at 155 South Main St. Councilman Kennedy congratulated Matthew Scerbo Jr. for achieving all-time 

leading scorer for Phillipsburg Basketball. 

- Councilwoman Paulus – thanked everyone in the LEAD Program for providing such a benefit to the 

community. 

- Council Vice President Scerbo – Thanked the LEAD Program for coming tonight and educating the 

community on what they do for residents. He appreciates the great job DPW did during the snowstorm. 

Council VP Scerbo asked when the LED lighting downtown will be installed. Mayor Piazza will look into 

it.  

- Council President Marino – asked the Mayor to tell the DPW staff they did a great job cleaning and 

salting the streets, much better than surrounding towns. He thanked the LEAD/ Prevention is Key 

programs for the hard work they do and the services they provide. 

 

17. MOTION – Request for waivers of the street opening moratorium and $1000 winter fee for 264 

Sitgreaves Street, 964 Farm Street, and 342 Prospect Street. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilwoman Paulus  X  X    

Council VP Scerbo 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    
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18. ADJOURNMENT –7:41 PM 

 Councilwoman Paulus moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy. 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Randy Piazza, Jr., Mayor 


