Approved Feb 26, 2025
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
February 12, 2025— 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:04 pm By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by Councilman Clark
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION Led by CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL - Present - Marino, Clark, Kennedy
-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Municipal Clerk Turner
6. NOMINATIONS - Attorney Wenner stated that the candidates selected will fill the seats of
Matthew Scerbo and Meliss Paulus, who recently resigned from Council, until the November
General Election. At the November General Election, the seats will be filled for the remainder of
the unexpired terms.
Attorney Wenner called for nominations to fill the seat/term of Matthew Scerbo.
CP Marino moved to nominate Dustin Pierce.
No second.
CP Marino moved to nominate Tim Zagra.
ROLL CALL Motion Fails  1-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Council President Marino X X
CP Marino moved to nominate Edward Saultz.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Council President Marino X

Attorney Wenner swore in Edward Saultz.
Attorney Wenner called for nominations to fill the seat/term of Meliss Paulus.
CP Marino moved to nominate Dustin Pierce.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X




Councilman Saultz X

Council President Marino X X

Attorney Wenner stated that in this instance, with a tie vote, the Mayor can be called to vote. Mayor
Piazza voted Yea. Motion carries with a 3-2 vote.
Attorney Wenner swore in Dustin Pierce

7. MINUTES - January 22, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2025 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-0-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Pierce

Councilman Saultz

Council President Marino X

8. BILLS LIST
Check #96377 tabled at the January 22, 2025 meeting.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Pierce

Councilman Saultz

X| X} X| X| X

Council President Marino

BILLS LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Pierce

x| X| X| X

Councilman Saultz




10.

11.

Council President Marino X

PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS - No public approached the podium.
ORDINANCES - 15T READ

**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at which
time any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so**

02025-01 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-23, SCHEDULE VII, STOP
INTERSECTIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO ADD STOP
SIGN ON WARREN STREET AT WARREN STREET AND HUDSON STREET

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Pierce

Councilman Saultz

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2025-31 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TOWN TO EXECUTE A CONTRIBUTION
AGREEMENT WITH ALPHA INDUSTRIAL OWNER, LLC

R2025-32 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-34 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES
AGREEMENT WITH THE PREVENTION IS KEY, INC. FOR OPIOID-RELATED
TREATMEN AND COUNSELING FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN USING FUNDS
FROM THE NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT, NOT TO EXCEED $286,000.00

R2025-35 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING BROAD STREET BUDS LLC REDEVELOPER OF
CERTAIN PROPERTY WITHIN THE DISTRICT 1 REDEVELOPMENT AREA AND
SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A CLASS 5 CANNABIS
RETAILER THEREUPON



R2025-36 AMENDING R2025-11 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE FUNDS FOR
VARIOUS MUNICIPAL OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS

R2025-37 RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO NATIONAL HIGHWAY
PRODUCTS THROUGH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL CO-
OP FOR TRAFFIC SIGNS

R2025-38 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY WARREN
APPOINTING MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Pierce

Councilman Saultz

X| X} X| X| X

Council President Marino

R2025-33 pulled from Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy. Councilman Kennedy stated
that he doubts anyone in Phillipsburg reads the Daily Record. He would like TaplInto added as an
official newspaper. Attorney Wenner stated that NJ State law states that a town’s official
newspaper must be a newspaper that is distributed locally. Acting Clerk Turner stated that besides
The Star Ledger and the Daily Record, the only other newspaper distributed locally, the Easton
Express Times, no longer runs any legal ads for New Jersey because the Pennsylvania and New
Jersey laws are different.

Motion to amend Resolution 2025-33 to add TaplInto as an official newspaper.

ROLL CALL Motion Fails 2-3
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Pierce

Councilman Saultz

Council President Marino

R2025-33 A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS OF THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG

Motion to pass Resolution 2025-33 as written

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers | First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent |




Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Pierce X

Councilman Saultz X

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

12. OLD BUSINESS — None

13. NEW BUSINESS — Councilman Clark would like stop signs added at Summit Avenue and
Raymond Ave. Summit Ave is narrow and it will help to slow traffic.

14. MOTION - Firefighter Application — Branden Lesher

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Pierce X X
Councilman Saultz X X

X

Council President Marino

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS - Shaheed Barnes — does not support the ordinance for solid waste
containers.

- Ann Davis — agrees with the garbage ordinance in regard to no loose bags but follow up with
repeat offenders needs to be done. Her elderly neighbor should not get “tagged” for putting his garbage
out properly the night before pickup when others are repeatedly leaving multiple bags out for days,
getting “tagged” for it, but nothing else is done. Mrs. Davis asked how many fines have been issued under
the ordinance. Mayor Piazza stated there is a process to get to the fine stage and no fines have yet been
issued. Mrs. Davis asked if the UEZ Event Coordinator position was posted. Attorney Wenner stated that
it is not a town employee position, and is paid through UEZ grant funds. Mrs. Davis asked the status of
the Cal Ripken field that was supposed to have started last June. Attorney Wenner stated that he was in
contact with the foundation to set up a meeting for a status report.

-Lori Ciesla, Phillipsburg's County Commissioner Liaison — Plans are under way for the Warren
County Bicentennial Celebration this year and they are looking to partner with towns.. Next year will be
the semi quincentennial (250" anniversary) of the U.S.A.

16. PROCLAMATION - Councilman Lee Clark read the following Proclamation in honor of Black
History Month:

WHEREAS: Black History Month, established in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson, is celebrated
every February in recognition of achievements by Black Americans and all people of African Descent in
the United States.



WHEREAS: African Americans currently and throughout history have played significant roles in
our Nation's economic, cultural, spiritual, and political development while working tirelessly to maintain
and promote their culture and history.

WHEREAS: Black History Month affords special opportunities to become more knowledgeable
about black heritage, and to honor the many black leaders who have contributed to the progress of our
nation.

WHEREAS: Black History Month is an occasion to rediscover the enduring stories of African
Americans and the gifts of freedom, purpose, and the opportunities they have given to future generations.

WHEREAS: As we Commemorate Black History Month, let us pledge to honor the legacy of
African Americans, to acknowledge the challenges they have faced and to work tirelessly towards
building a future where every individual is valued, respected, and afforded equal opportunity.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: In recognition of African Americans past and present in our
State and Nation, The Mayor and Governing Body of the Town of Phillipsburg proclaims February 2025
as Black History Month.

17. REPORT - Captain Goddell, Phillipsburg Police Department — cited records from January: 3507
Primary Calls, including 312 operation reports, 279 investigative reports. 76 arrests with 116 charges, 60
crash reports, 429 citations, 383 motor vehicle stops. Capt. Goddell stated that the Police Department is
actively engaging in Community Policing by visiting/supporting local groups and businesses monthly. He
thanked Mr. and Mrs. Spencer for arranging their recent visit at the Senior Center. A Coffee and
Conversation time was held at the Alpha Municipal Building and he would like to have a similar event at
the Phillipsburg Municipal Building.

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Clark — Congratulated the new Council members and stated that as team leaders all should
strive to work together. Councilman Clark attended a Black History Month event at the NJ Governor’s
Mansion and had the opportunity to discuss affordable housing with the Governor and Lt. Governor.
Regarding the garbage ordinance, he had proposed a program to buy cans for resident who cannot afford
them or cannot get to a store to buy them

- Councilman Kennedy- asked if a nomination and vote for Council Vice President should be held
tonight. Welcomed the new Council members.

- Councilman Dustin Pierce — thanked everyone for their vote and is eager to work for the betterment of
the town.

- Councilman Saultz — thanked members for their vote. He looks forward to working in a bipartisan
manner to bring the town forward. Councilman Saultz feels by converting tenancy to ownership the town
will see great improvements.

- Council President Marino — regarding the garbage ordinance, CP Marino stated that reinforcement of the
regulations is necessary, non-compliance can not be tolerated, taxpayers should not shoulder the cost of
others’ garbage cans, and the town should follow the Housing Authorities lead on fines.

19. NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT
CP Marino nominated Dustin Pierce. Councilman Clark nominated Keith Kennedy.

Motion — Dustin Pierce nomination for Council Vice President

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X




18.

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Pierce

Councilman Saultz

Council President Marino X

ADJOURNMENT -6:41 PM
Council moved to adjourn.
Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



