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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

February 26, 2025— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Pierce 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by CP Marino 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz 

-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner, Deputy 

Clerk Torres. 

 

6. MINUTES – February 12, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

    

  ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

7.  BILLS LIST  

  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS – CP Marino announced that Council is seeking applicants for a 

Phillipsburg Housing Authority vacancy. Letters of interest should be sent to the Clerk’s Office. 

9. PRESENTATION – Johnson Controls – presented “educational” information on the P3 law, 

including a brief history of the law and the steps followed prior to and during a project. Under the P3 

regulations, Johnson Controls would contract with the town to plan, design, build, and maintain a 

municipal complex building. The town would lease the building for 30 years after which it would take 

control of the building at a pre-determined value. Johnson Controls would be responsible for site review, 

permits, engineering, architecture, building, and maintenance. Several “off ramps” would allow the town 
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to stop the project, including, but not limited to, CFO authorization, auditor review, and review by the 

State Office of Public Finance. Discussion included benefits over traditional local public contract laws, 

time frames, municipal buying capacity, change orders, and land title.   

10.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS – 

 -Joe Meyner – Regarding the Johnson Controls presentation, the town already has buildings 

(Corliss Avenue and Heckman Street) that can be used for Municipal Offices. The town should start with 

what we have, use our own engineer, and do our own architectural design and subcontractor work. 

11. ORDINANCES – 1ST READ 

**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, March 26, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at which 

time any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so** 

 O2025-02 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 545 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE 

VII STREET EXCAVATIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO 

REVISE REQUIREMENTS AND FEES 

No Council discussion 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2025-03 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 510 SITE PLAN REVIEW, OF THE 

CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO REVISE DEFINITIONS OF SITE 

PLANS 

No Council discussion 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

X X   
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Council President Marino   X    

 

O2025-04 AN ORDINANCE BY THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG COUNCIL 

AMENDING THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REPEAL 

AND TO READOPT  

CHAPTER 172-66 EXEMPTIONS,  

CHAPTER 172-71 FEEDING IN PUBLIC AND TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY; 

EXCEPTIONS,  

CHAPTER 369-1 DEFINITIONS,  

CHAPTER 369-20 ENFORCEMENT 

CHAPTER 530-20 PLACEMENT OF YARD WASTE FOR COLLECTION,  

CHAPTER 530-23 PURPOSE,  

CHAPTER 530-26 DESIGN STANDARDS,  

CHAPTER 530-30 DEFINITIONS,  

CHAPTER 530-32 EXCEPTIONS TO PROHIBITIONS,  

CHAPTER 535-1 SCOPE AND PURPOSE 

CHAPTER 535-2 DEFINITIONS 

CHAPTER 535-4 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR MAJOR 

DEVELOPMENT 

CHAPTER 535-5 CALCULATION OF STORMWATER RUNOFF AND GROUNDWATER 

RECHARGE 

CHAPTER 535-6 SOURCES FOR TECHNICAL GUIDANCE 

CHAPTER 535-8 SAFETY STANDARDS FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

BASINS 

CHAPTER 535-9 REQUIREMENTS FOR A SITE DEVELOPMENT STORMWATER 

PLAN 

CHAPTER 535-10 MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR 

CHAPTER 538-4 EXCEPTIONS,  

CHAPTER 538-8 DEFINITIONS AND WORD USAGE;  

AND TO ADOPT A NEW CHAPTERS 

CHAPTER 369-20 ENFORCEMENT,  

CHAPTER 538 ARTICLE III: PRIVATELY-OWNED SALT STORAGE,  

CHAPTER 538-12 PURPOSE,  

CHAPTER 538-13 DEFINITION,  

CHAPTER 538-14 DECING MATERIAL STORAGE REQUIREMENTS,  

CHAPTER 538-15 EXEMPTIONS,  

CHAPTER 538-16 ENFORCEMENT,  

CHAPTER 538-17 VIOLATION AND PENALTIES,  

CHAPTER 591 ARTICLE I: SHADE TREE,  

CHAPTER 591 ARTICLE II: TREE REMOVAL-REPLACEMENT,  

CHAPTER 591-21 PURPOSE,  

CHAPTER 591-22 DEFINITION,  

CHAPTER 591-23 REGULATED ACTIVITIES,  

CHAPTER 591-24 EXEMPTIONS,  

CHAPTER 591-25 ENFORCEMENT, AND  

CHAPTER 591-26 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

COMPLYING NJDEP MS4 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

 

No Council discussion 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
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Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 

O2025-05 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-19, SCHEDULE III, 

TIME LIMIT PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO 15 

MINUTE FREE PARKING SPACES NEAR 60 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

 

Council Discussion – Councilman Kennedy is concerned that allowing this for one 

establishment will cause others to ask for the same and if it is done for one it will have to be 

done for all. Parking on South Main Street is already an issue. The parking meters bring in 

revenue. Constant enforcement of a 15-minute time frame would be very difficult. Parking in 

those spots could be a rate of $1 per hour. Councilman Clark agreed with Councilman 

Kennedy’s comments and added that many of the parking spaces are used by out of town and 

out of state visitors. Councilman Saultz stated that the parking spots are for food delivery 

services (Grub Hub, Uber Eats, etc.) and should be restricted to only those users. Mayor Piazza 

stated the spots are to be used by food delivery services and these are driving a major change 

in the restaurant business. Several existing and potential businesses downtown would “share” 

the spots as is successfully done across the river. The ordinance can be repealed if it doesn’t 

work well. CP Marino agreed that the ordinance can be changed or repealed if necessary and 

stated this will help bring businesses and people into the downtown. 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 3-2 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

X  
 

Councilman Kennedy  
  

X   

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino  X X    

 

O2025-06 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING VARIOUS SECTIONS 

OF THE TOWN CODE TO DESIGNATE CERTAIN OFFENSES AS “PAYABLE FINES” 

AND ESTABLISHING A FINE SCHEDULE THEREFORE 

 

Attorney Wenner stated that this ordinance was crafted with input from the Court Judge and 

the Head of the Inspections Department. If a summons is issued and the accused chooses to 

plead guilty they can pay the fine without a required court appearance. This will provide for a 

more timely and efficient system of paying these specific fines. 
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No Council discussion 

 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

R2025-40 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYOUT OF ACCRUED SICK, VACATION 

AND COMPENSATORY LEAVE FOR CHRIS BITTENMASTER 

 

R2025-41 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES 

AGREEMENT FOR CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION BETWEEN THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG AND THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

 

R2025-42 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX 

OVERPAYMENTS DUE TO DISABLED VETERAN EXEMPTIONS 

 

R2025-43 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF SEWER ACCOUNT 

OVERPAYMENT 

 

R2025-44 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR PURPOSES OF 

WASTEWATER CONVEYANCE IMPROVEMENTS REGARDING SAWMILL ROAD 

HEADWORKS TO MONTANA CONSTRUCTION CORP., INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF SIX 

HUNDRED FIFTY-SEVEN THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY-TWO 

DOLLARS ($657,222.00) 

 

R2025-45 RESOLUTION APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

 

R2025-46 RESOLUTION APPOINTING FUND COMMISSIONER 

 

Council Vice President Pierce moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by Councilman 

Clark. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion Carries. 
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R2025-39 RESOLUTION APPROVING COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2025 pulled from 

Consent Agenda by Councilman Clark. 

Councilman Clark wanted this resolution voted on separately. It would have been nice if he and 

Councilman Kennedy had been advised of these and asked if they wished to be assigned to any of 

these positions.  

 

Motion to pass Resolution 2025-39  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 3-2 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

X  
 

Councilman Kennedy  
  

X   

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

13. OLD BUSINESS – None 

   

14.  NEW BUSINESS – CP Marino stated that Phillipsburg has to get cleaned up. Thankfully no one, 

especially a child, was harmed in the recent shooting.  

 

15. REPORT – Chief Goddell, Phillipsburg Police Department – Chief Goddell described the Feb 

24th shooting, the immediate police response, investigation, follow up with residents, and apprehension of 

a suspect. He and his officers take these violent actions very personally and will be proactive in 

identifying, investigating, and prosecuting criminals. Through the use of Social Media, the Police 

Department is informing residents of current issues in real time. Chief Goddell encouraged residents to be 

“the eyes and ears” of the Police Department by reporting situations. Under the Safe Path Home Initiative, 

officers will be in fixed locations and then on mobile patrol. The Police Department is continuing its 

Community Policing Events with local businesses and organizations. Councilman Kennedy congratulated 

Chief Goddel on his promotion and thanked him for the officers’ quick responses. He asked if the Gun 

Shot Detection System was in effect during the shooting. Chief Goddell replied it was and helped greatly 

in narrowing the scope of interest. He further explained how it functions. CP Marino offered his heartfelt 

gratitude for the work they did. Officers receiving commendations will be at the next Council meeting.  

 

16. MOTIONS – Special Event Applications –  

-Bi-State Shad Fishing Contest, Sunday, April 27,   2025, Daybreak to 9 pm, Phillipsburg Boat 

Launch Overlook 

-Gotham Cyclist Spring Training Series, Sundays, March 16, March 23, March 30, 2025, 12:00 

pm to 3:30 pm, Walters Park 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries   5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    
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Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Ann Davis – The shooting occurred near her house and it was scary. 

This is what happens when the town lets things go with no enforcement of  laws and people look the other 

way. There has been no enforcement of garbage ordinance violations and no fines have been issued. 

Mayor Piazza stated that the Payable Fines Ordinance makes the process much quicker. the DPW Union 

and DPW Supervisor worked together to establish the sticker procedure. The stickers have been noted and 

then the resident can be fined if no clean up is done within 10 days.  

- Pat – Phillipsburg LEAD Program – A Community Team Leadership meeting will be held on March 5, 

6:30 pm at the Envision Center and is open to the public. LEAD is looking for a Case Manager. 

- Joe Meyner – It was wonderful to have active policemen on South Main St. Unfortunately, it was due to 

the shooting. The emergency was handled well but he cautioned people to be careful of the Chief’s use of 

the word proactive as it that means “before action”. Active is better. 

  

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 

- Councilman Clark – Congratulated the new Police Chief Goddell and praised the Police Department’s 

use of 21st century technology, community policing, responses, and transparency. Councilman Clark 

stated that NJ BPU will hold a Utility Assistance Day on March 12 at St. Philip & St. James Church.  He 

congratulated the NJ Youth Corp on their 10 graduates. Councilman Clark addressed the garbage 

ordinance stating he has seen piles of garbage bags waist high and rodents in some areas. Enforcement is 

needed. 

- Councilman Kennedy- A Mardi Gras day will be held Sunday along South Main St. From 10 am – 6 pm 

a passport will provide special items at select businesses and a Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball will be held 

from 6 pm – 9 pm in the Winter Market. 

- Council Vice President Dustin Pierce – Congratulated Chief Goddell and thanked Captain McDonald for 

serving as interim Chief. He is glad for the proactive response from the Police Department versus the 

reactive responses seen in the past. Their quick response kept children and residents safe. Council VP 

Pierce attended the retirement event for Lieutenant Bittenmaster and he will attend the Mardi Gras 

festivities. 

 

19.  EXECUTIVE SESSION – 7:35 pm Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is 

Contracts. No action will be taken. 

Council Vice President Pierce moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman 

Clark. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion Carries. 

7:40 Resume Public Session - Council Vice President Pierce moved to resume Public Session. 

Seconded by Councilman Clark. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion Carries. 

Attorney Wenner stated the topic discussed was Contracts. No action was taken. 

 

20. ADJOURNMENT –7:40 PM 

 Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by CVP Pierce 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 
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