Approved 03-26-2025

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 12, 2025— 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:00 pm By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION Led by CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL - Present - Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz
-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Baldwin, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner
6. EXECUTIVE SESSION - 6:02 pm
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X
Council President Marino X

Return to Public Session — 6:22 pm

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

Attorney Baldwin stated that the topic discussed was contracts. No action was taken.

7. REPORT- Police Chief Goodell read a letter of commendation for Officer Lance, Officer
Mecca, Officer Holt, and Officer Walsh for their actions on February 14, 2025 in response to a domestic
disturbance call. During their response an armed and potentially dangerous suspect was apprehended and
a semi-automatic handgun and its magazine were recovered.

Chief Goodell read a letter of commendation for Officer Hull for his actions on February 24,
2025 in response to a shots fired call. Officer Hull recognized the suspect vehicle and pursued it. The
suspect was arrested and an illegal handgun with an illegal extended magazine was recovered.

The Warren County Chief of Detectives, Frank Warne, many Phillipsburg Police Officers, and
their families attended the meeting to support the commendable actions of all the officers involved. Chief



Goodell thanked the Mayor and Council for their support. CP Marino stated that every police officer
serving should be commended for the jobs they do.

6. MINUTES - February 26, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
February 26, 2025 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce | X X
Council President Marino X
7. BILLS LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce | X X
Council President Marino X

10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS - CP Marino stated that Resolution 2025-53
has been pulled from the agenda and will not be voted on.

- Ann Davis — Regarding Resolution 2025-52 — why were these positions not posted? Where is
the transparency? Mayor Piazza stated the positions were reviewed and due to their nature were not
required to be posted. The transparency is shown in the posting on the public agenda. Mayor Piazza stated
that the people chosen for these positions are local and each has many years of experience with
Phillipsburg events. Regarding the Employee Manual — Will the Director of Municipal Services be using
a town vehicle for business instead of his personal vehicle which presents a liability issue? Mayor Piazza
stated that town vehicles are used for inspections. Will nepotism policies be followed this year? Mayor
Piazza stated yes, and that legal counsel’s advise is the same as last year.

11. ORDINANCES - 2nd READ

02025-01 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-23, SCHEDULE VII, STOP INTERSECTIONS,
OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO ADD STOP SIGN ON WARREN STREET
AT WARREN STREET AND HUDSON STREET



No Council discussion

No Public discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

ORDINANCES - 1st READ**

02025-07 CALENDAR YEAR 2025 MODEL ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

**2nd Reading and public hearing will be held on Wednesday, March 26, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at which time
any interested persons wishing to speak for or against this ordinance may do so**

No Council discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **
Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

CP Marino stated that Resolution 2025-56 was a late addition to the agenda and will be voted on
separately. He reminded everyone that Resolution 2025-53 had been pulled from the agenda.

R2024-45 A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT
FINANCIAL ADVISOR



R2025-46 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CONFIRMING APPOINTMENTS TO THE LOCAL
EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL

R2025-47 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING
SPACES WITHIN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-48 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS
COMPLETED PROJECTS

R2025-49 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ADOPTION OF THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG EMPLOYEE MANUAL

R2025-50 RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR INTERFUND TRANSFERS

R2025-51 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY DECLARING MARCH 31, 2025, AS TRANSGENDER
VISIBILITY DAY IN PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-52 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORZING THE EXECUTION OF A
CONTRACT FOR SERVICES FOR UEZ EVENT SUPPORT

R2025-54 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF
ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR HUDSON STREET PHASE 3 - ENGINEERING
DESIGN AND SURVEY

R2025-55 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FINDING AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY FOR
PURPOSES OF N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6 AND N.J.A.C. 5:34-6.1

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

R2025-56 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TOWN TO EXECUTE A CONTRIBUTION
AGREEMENT WITH SAMNA REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT, LLC

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X




Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

13. OLD BUSINESS — None
14. NEW BUSINESS — None
16. MOTIONS - Firefighter Applications — Diego Santana, Zion Foy

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X X| X| X

Council President Marino

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS — None

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Clark — Congratulated the Police Officers receiving commendations and thanked Chief
Goodell for recognizing them. He stated that you see the bad stuff on the news and the good stuff doesn’t
get attention. We have the best of the best protecting us. Councilman Clark stated that NJ BPU hosted a
Utility Assistance Day today at St. Philips and St. James Church. He collected information from the
participants to share with residents. Councilman Clark thanked Council for passing Resolution 2025-51
Transgender Visibility Day. Mr. Devon Ellison, CEO of Trans Care 4 Us, requested the recognition of
this day.

- Councilman Kennedy- Thanked the Police Department. It is great to see the officers recognized for their
actions. On Monday at 10 am a St. Patrick’s Day flag raising will be held in Shappell Park. Residents can
donate green bagels or donuts.

- Councilman Saultz — Congratulated the Police Officers on their commendations. Police Officers do a job
that cannot be described. They are the ones running towards gunfire while everyone else runs away,
which takes a special form of bravery.

- Council Vice President Dustin Pierce — Attended the Mardi Gras celebration downtown and enjoyed
going into the participating businesses. In all the years he attended Council meetings, this is the first time
he has seen Police Officers recognized. These are the people that will always be there for us and we
should recognize them as much as possible.

-Council President Marino — stated to the Mayor, his staff, and all town employees — he has seen a
noticeable increase in residents buying garbage cans and putting their garbage in the cans. If you want to
attract people to Phillipsburg we have to move it forward. He wants to get the Police Department properly
equipped. Stated another Budget Meeting will be scheduled.

- Mayor Piazza — The NJ BPU Utility Assistance Day provided information on many good programs that
can help residents save money. The SWAEC Energy Co-op, in which the town is opted into, is holding



rates lower than the JCP&L rates, but there are other options available. The Hometown Heroes Banner
program may be restarted by another organization that will work directly with the municipality.

20. ADJOURNMENT -6:55 PM
Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy.
Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



