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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 26, 2025— 6:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER  6:00 pm By CP Marino
OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
INVOCATION Led by CP Marino

ROLL CALL - Present - Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz
-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner

MINUTES - March 8, 2025 Budget Meeting Minutes
March 8, 2025 Budget Meeting Executive Session Minutes

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X} X| X| X

Council President Marino

MINUTES - March 12, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
March 12, 2025 Executive Session Minutes

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino




8.

MINUTES -  March 19, 2025 Budget Meeting Minutes

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

BILLS LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X} X| X| X

Council President Marino

PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS -
- Joe Meyner — regarding the budget — asked if there are any additional funds being made

available to the Police Department for service people, i.e. psychologists or sociologists, to assist with
conflict resolution, especially for domestic violence calls. Police Chief Goodell (audience) stated that the
Department has many domestic violence resources, especially for victims, provided through the County.
Mayor Piazza stated there are not additional funds in this budget.

9. ORDINANCES - 2nd READ
02025-02 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 545 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS,
ARTICLE VII STREET EXCAVATIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO REVISE REQUIREMENTS AND FEES
No public comments
No Council comments
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X




Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

02025-03 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 510 SITE PLAN REVIEW, OF THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG IN ORDER TO REVISE DEFINITIONS OF SITE
PLANS

No public comments
Attorney Wenner stated that after the Land Use Board review, they requested Section B;
subsection b; item i be restructured to have the last sentence stand alone.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X} X| X| X

Council President Marino

O 2025-04 AN ORDINANCE BY THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG COUNCIL AMENDING
THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REPEAL AND TO
READOPT

CHAPTER 172-66 EXEMPTIONS,

CHAPTER 172-71 FEEDING IN PUBLIC AND TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY; EXCEPTIONS,
CHAPTER 369-1 DEFINITIONS,

CHAPTER 369-20 ENFORCEMENT

CHAPTER 530-20 PLACEMENT OF YARD WASTE FOR COLLECTION,

CHAPTER 530-23 PURPOSE,

CHAPTER 530-26 DESIGN STANDARDS,

CHAPTER 530-30 DEFINITIONS,

CHAPTER 530-32 EXCEPTIONS TO PROHIBITIONS,

CHAPTER 535-1 SCOPE AND PURPOSE

CHAPTER 535-2 DEFINITIONS

CHAPTER 535-4 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR MAJOR
DEVELOPMENT

CHAPTER 535-5 CALCULATION OF STORMWATER RUNOFF AND GROUNDWATER
RECHARGE

CHAPTER 535-6 SOURCES FOR TECHNICAL GUIDANCE

CHAPTER 535-8 SAFETY STANDARDS FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT BASINS
CHAPTER 535-9 REQUIREMENTS FOR A SITE DEVELOPMENT STORMWATER PLAN
CHAPTER 535-10 MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

CHAPTER 538-4 EXCEPTIONS,



CHAPTER 538-8 DEFINITIONS AND WORD USAGE;

AND TO ADOPT A NEW CHAPTERS

CHAPTER 369-20 ENFORCEMENT,

CHAPTER 538 ARTICLE IlI: PRIVATELY-OWNED SALT STORAGE,

CHAPTER 538-12 PURPOSE,

CHAPTER 538-13 DEFINITION,

CHAPTER 538-14 DECING MATERIAL STORAGE REQUIREMENTS,

CHAPTER 538-15 EXEMPTIONS,

CHAPTER 538-16 ENFORCEMENT,

CHAPTER 538-17 VIOLATION AND PENALTIES,

CHAPTER 591 ARTICLE I: SHADE TREE,

CHAPTER 591 ARTICLE Il: TREE REMOVAL-REPLACEMENT,

CHAPTER 591-21 PURPOSE,

CHAPTER 591-22 DEFINITION,

CHAPTER 591-23 REGULATED ACTIVITIES,

CHAPTER 591-24 EXEMPTIONS,

CHAPTER 591-25 ENFORCEMENT, AND

CHAPTER 591-26 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES FOR THE PURPOSES OF COMPLYING

NJDEP MS4 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
Public comments — Joe Meyner asked for a summary of the ordinance. Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience)
explained that the state changed their stormwater regulations and required updates to municipal codes. No
sanitary or sewer water codes are impacted.
Council comments — Councilman Saultz asked Mr. O’Brien to explain how this may impact residents.
Mr. O’Brien stated anything that rainwater can touch was addressed such as feeding wildlife (waste), tree
removal, dumpsters, etc.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark
Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X|X

Council President Marino

02025-05 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-19, SCHEDULE III, TIME LIMIT
PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO 15 MINUTE FREE
PARKING SPACES NEAR 60 SOUTH MAIN STREET

No public comments

Council comments — CP Marino stated this can be done as a trial period and it will help
modernize downtown and bring in businesses.

Councilman Kennedy stated there are designated meters on South Main, you’re giving away free
parking. Parking is not being properly enforced now and if you do it for one you have to do it for
all. Mayor Piazza stated that a part time police officer is being hired to enforce parking
regulations. If this doesn’t work as planned, Council can go in a different direction.

Councilman Clark stated the town has already seen a reduction in parking revenue. We need to
bring in more revenue, not give it away, this could cost thousands of dollars. There is no plan for
enforcement.



CP Marino stated that the limited current parking enforcement means we are probably losing
revenue now, but we won’t lose thousands with these two parking spots. This could help the
businesses downtown.

Councilman Saultz stated he recognizes Councilmen Kennedy’s and Clark’s concerns but
businesses downtown, especially restaurants, need support like this.

Mayor Piazza stated that a major loss of parking revenue came when the Bridge Commission
finished their project and were no longer paying a five-figure amount for contractor parking.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

02025-06 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF
THE TOWN CODE TO DESIGNATE CERTAIN OFFENSES AS “PAYABLE FINES” AND
ESTABLISHING A FINE SCHEDULE THEREFORE
Attorney Wenner requested a motion to table this ordinance until the next meeting as the Court will likely
amend the ordinance.

Motion to table O2025-06

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
X

Council President Marino

02025-07 CALENDAR YEAR 2025 MODEL ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

No Council discussion
No Public discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X




Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X

Council President Marino X

10. INTRODUCTION OF BUDGET -
R2025-65 RESOLUTION INTRODUCTING THE 2025 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND
AUTHORIZING PUBLICATION OF NOTICE THEREOF
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X
11. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2025-57 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A DONATION
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND ACCEPTING THE DONATION OF
THE 2003 BRI-MAR EQUIPMENT HAULER TRAILER

R2025-58 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GCADA GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON
ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE GRANT FUND

R2025-59 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A REAR-MOUNTED
ELECTRIC/HYDRAULIC RAIL STYLE 24-VOLT LIFTGATE SYSTEM FROM EASTERN
SURPLUS & EQUIPMENT CO.

R2025-60 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF EMERGENCY
TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2025 CURRENT FUND IN ACCORDANCE WITH
PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20

R2025-61 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF EMERGENCY
TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2025 SEWER UTILITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH
PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20



R2025-62 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND FOR
CVS/ FIRST HARTFORD REALTY CORP.

R2025-63 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS
COMPLETED PROJECTS

R2025-64 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES AGREEMENT, PURSUANT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OUTLINED
IN THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT, BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG
AND THE PHILLIPSBURG HOUSING AUTHORITY

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X

X

Council President Marino

12. OLD BUSINESS - None

13. NEW BUSINESS — CP Marino noted there were several Scouts in the audience. He asked them
to stand and introduce themselves.

14. MOTIONS — None

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS - Valerie Beggs — Lincoln Road — There has been an uptick in traffic and
speeding along Lincoln Road. Being located by the Middle School and athletic fields there is a lot of foot
traffic. She requested two “Your Speed” signs with motion/speed sensors that show a vehicles speed be
attached to existing poles along the road. Mayor Piazza stated that as a County owned road, the town
would need the County’s permission, and we had been told in the past that we cannot add signage. Ms.
Beggs stated she had spoken with the County and they will approve these if the town pays for them. She
also had information from a company that will install them free of charge which she will share with the
Mayor.

- Joe Meyner — asked if bonding will go up in 2025, except for sewer bonding. Mayor Piazza responded
that there is no anticipated bonding this year. He noted that he met with State officials regarding sewer
funding without bonding.

- Phillipsburg LEAD — LEAD continues to assist 65 residents. They will be holding a Job Fair on April
28 at the Visions Center.

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Clark — stated that just because Council members disagree, there is not a political motive.
The free parking space ordinance has no plan and the numbers don’t add up. We shouldn’t just “see how
it goes”. Studies should be done to determine what would work best for businesses downtown. In 2022



we brought in $120,200 in parking revenue, a lot through train ride participants. Last year we didn’t break
six figures.

- Councilman Kennedy- stated this year’s budget is more agreeable than last year’s and while he doesn’t
agree with it 100%, he appreciates the work the Administration put into it. Councilman Kennedy noted
that he hears many different opinions from residents about how the town should move forward.

- Councilman Saultz — stated we are not here to play politics, we are here to promote the best interest for
all of Phillipsburg. He is glad the budget helped the Police Department. The cooperation in crafting the
budget is what we want to see in Council.

- Council Vice President Pierce — stated that we are losing parking revenue now because downtown traffic
is so backed up. He personally knows a delivery driver who will not go downtown because of the
congestion. The free parking space ordinance is better than doing nothing.

- Council President Marino — stated the town has to makes changes in order to move forward and improve
the downtown.

17. REPORTS-
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor's Report 03/26/25

**2025 Budget Report**

The 2025 budget has been carefully crafted to address the immediate needs and long-term growth
of Phillipsburg. This year's budget includes critical investments in public safety, infrastructure,
and community services that will enhance the quality of life for residents.

**Public Safety and Infrastructure Investments**

Some Key features of the 2025 budget are public safety, with additional law enforcement
personnel allocated to ensure better community policing and response times. In addition to
increasing the number of officers, funds have been designated for upgrading outdated equipment,
which will improve the efficiency and safety of law enforcement operations. We will also
continue to search for outside grants and funding to add to these needs as well.

The budget also provides funding for paving roads that have already undergone necessary
utility work, improving road conditions and reducing future repair costs. Further investments
are being made to support the hiring of a fire inspector and other inspection officials to
maintain fire safety standards throughout the community.

As part of ongoing infrastructure improvements, the budget includes provisions for the
installation of signage and paint for the truck route, along with continued work on parking,
curbs, and road markings. These projects are vital for enhancing traffic flow and public safety
throughout the town.

**Community Developments and Services**

Other non-budgetary items include Norwescap opening a farm share co-op on South Main
Street, providing residents with access to fresh, locally sourced produce. This initiative
supports local agriculture and promotes healthier eating options for the community. We'll have
more information on this in the coming weeks.

Garbage collection services continue to improve, thanks to the ongoing efforts of our
Department of Public Works (DPW) workers and staff. The Phillipsburg Housing Authority
has made a significant purchase of new trash cans compatible with the tipper truck we
recently acquired from Washington Boro. This investment will streamline the garbage
collection process, improving service and efficiency.

The Section 8 Program, which was previously housed at the municipal building, has been successfully
relocated to the Phillipsburg Housing Authority. A mailer was sent to inform participants of this move,
which is expected to provide better service and a more efficient experience for those involved.



**Recreation and Community Engagement**

In the area of recreation, the ball fields are being prepared for the upcoming season. Lopatcong
has reached out to Matt Noel regarding the use of our park for their softball league until their
own fields are completed. Additionally, the pool is preparing to open for the 2025 season, with
plans to retain last year's staff to ensure smooth operations.

To support our efforts, Clean Community grant funds will be used to hire part-time summer
workers for our DPW, helping maintain public spaces during the busy season. The Open Space
Committee continues to evaluate and discuss potential projects, including the installation of a
disc golf course at Delaware Heights Park and improvements to Mercer Street and Brainards
Street parks.

There has also been ongoing discussion regarding additional pickleball courts and the creation
of a new park in the Bentley Field area. This new park will serve residents on the other side of
Memorial Parkway, an area that currently tacks a town park. These additions would
significantly improve recreational opportunities for the community.

**Conclusion**

The 2025 budget reflects Phillipsburg's commitment to enhancing public safety, infrastructure,
and services while also fostering community development. With these planned investments, the
town is on a path to continued improvement and growth, ensuring a high quality of life for all
residents.

- POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT -

-Police Chief Goodell praised the Council for their immediate action when he presented
them with a difficult situation recently. He stated that this Council obviously want to keep the
town safe and make progress.

18. ADJOURNMENT -6:56 PM
Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by CVP Pierce.
Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



