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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

April 9, 2025— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 pm   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Pierce 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by CP Marino 

5. ROLL CALL – Present - Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz 

-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner  

 

6.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 6:01 pm 

Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is Attorney Client Privilege regarding the Sewer 

plant. No action will be taken. 

Motion to enter Executive Session 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

  

Motion to return to Public Session 6:29 pm 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino X  X    

Attorney Wenner stated  that one topic was discussed, Attorney Client Privilege, and no action 

was taken. 

 

7. MINUTES -  March 26, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 
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 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8.  BILLS LIST  

  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

9. MAYOR’S REPORT  April 9th, 2025 

I would like to provide a summary on a variety of important topics affecting our town: 

Public-Private Partnership (PM& Legal Counsel-The Public-Private Partnership (P3) initiative is 

continuing to progress. The town is looking at hiring Hawkins, an external firm, to provide professional 

counsel on this matter. 

Town  Budget - The 2025 municipal budget was introduced at our March 26th meeting and is scheduled 

for adoption at the April 23rd council meeting. We appreciate all of the departments' hard work in 

preparing their budgets during this cycle. 

Fines and Enforcement —We are waiting on approval from the Court System regarding outstanding 

payable fines we would like to start implementing. 

Personnel &Training—The updated employee manual on has been made available to all employees 

digitally via our payroll system. Human Resources is researching the implementation of an Employee 

Assistance Program (EAP) to support staff and strongly recommended that all employees complete ethics 

training annually. 

We have also been working with our court system and PD regarding updating the town's noise ordinance. 

Downtown parking enforcement will be improved with the addition of a Class 2 Officer, which is much 

needed due to ongoing congestion. 

Public Works & Infrastructure - DPW quickly addressed a sewer break near Madison Avenue, saving the 

town significant expense compared to outsourcing. DPW will complete the repairs on affected properties 

and is happy to assist in similar future efforts. 

Matt Noel is also exploring shared equipment agreements with neighboring towns to reduce costs, and 

assessing whether it is more economical to purchase certain high-use equipment currently being rented 
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Final: Lastly, I am formally requesting our legal counsel to explore and advise me and the town council 

on possible courses of action to recover town funds that are being paid out in legal fees, lawsuits, and 

other similar instances. Time and time again, Phillipsburg taxpayers are forced to shoulder the financial 

consequences of the actions of individuals, whether elected officials, appointed officials, or members of 

law enforcement, they are not being held accountable. This needs to change. Our residents deserve better. 

Those who act irresponsibly should bear the financial responsibility, not the hardworking families and 

individuals who fund this town through their taxes. 

We owe it to our community to seek justice and fiscal responsibility wherever possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Randy S. Piazza Jr. 

Mayor, Town of Phillipsburg 

 

10.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

- Joe Meyner – regarding Resolution 2025-65 – he asked council to consider postponing/tabling the 

resolution for two months until the one year plus issue he has involving this legal firm is resolved or made 

public.  

- Dan Boyce – regarding Resolution 2025-65 – The town owns Freeman School and the Corliss Avenue 

building and should use one of them, not build a new one. Freeman School could be retrofitted to allow 

municipal offices upstairs and the Police Department downstairs. Mayor Piazza stated that both buildings 

would require extensive work to include a sallyport for the Police, and Freeman School would also 

require holding cells and handicapped accessibility to the second floor.  

  

11. ORDINANCES – 2nd READ 

O2025-06 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF 

THE TOWN CODE TO DESIGNATE CERTAIN OFFENSES AS “PAYABLE FINES” AND 

ESTABLISHING A FINE SCHEDULE THEREFORE 

Attorney Wenner stated that this ordinance was tabled at the March 26, 2025 meeting and requires a 

motion to untable it.  

Motion to un-table O2025-06 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

        

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

No Council comments 

Attorney Wenner stated that through the Court’s decision O2025-06 is to be amended to allow only one 

fine, with the second and third fines eliminated. 

 

Motion to amend O2025-06 to eliminate second and third fines. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

        

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
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Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

No Council comments 

No Public comments 

Motion to approve O2025-06 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

        

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

No Council comments 

No Public comments 

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

 

R2025 -66 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO THE 

PHILLIPSBURG HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

R2025-67 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF WORKMAN’S COMPENSATION 

CLAIM DUE TO OVERPAYMENT 

 

R2025-68 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS 

COMPLETED PROJECTS 

 

R2025-69 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE  

NJ MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR FILM PRODUCERS 

 

R2025-71 A RESOLUTION APPROVING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION TO STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

 

R2025-72 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A LEASE AGREEMENT 

WITH THE NEW JERSEY YOUTH CORPS OF PHILLIPSBURG 
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R2025-73 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH RT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. FOR 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT AND FILE REVIEW OF BRAINARD STREET PARK 

 

R2025-74 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH RT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. FOR 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT AND FILE REVIEW OF MERCER STREET PARK 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

R2025-65 pulled from Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy 

R2025-65 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

TO HAWKINS DELAFIELD & WOOD, LLP TO SERVE AS THE TOWN’S P3 LEGAL 

ADVISOR IN CONNECTION WITH THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG’S TOWN HALL P3 

PROJECT 

Councilman Kennedy asked for clarification on what service Hawkins, Delafield & Wood would 

provide. Mayor Piazza stated that the town has a report of work required on the Corliss Avenue 

building. The P3 report will provide evaluation of the Heckman Street property. Hawkins will 

review both reports and summarize the differences and associated costs. They are not to 

recommend a site. Councilman Clark asked if the town has decided to move ahead with P3. 

Mayor Piazza stated no. Hawkins findings could help the town see if it is more economical to 

move ahead with self-funding Corliss Avenue or start fresh on Heckman Street with P3. 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

R2025-70 pulled from Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy. 

R2025-70 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 

CONTRACT FOR SERVICES FOR UEZ EVENT SUPPORT 
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Councilman Kennedy asked if there are restrictions on the percentage of UEZ funds being used 

for salaries. Mayor Piazza stated UEZ has an administrative budget from which the salary will be 

paid. Today they received an additional $23,000 for administrative purposes. 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino  X X    

 

13.  MAYOR APPOINTMENTS 

 - Fire Chief – Richard Hay 

 - Deputy Fire Chief – Gary Ricker 

 - Battalion Chief – John Lefler 

 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 

14. OLD BUSINESS – Councilman Clark asked for an update on the stop signs on Summit Avenue. 

Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience) stated it is currently under review by the Police Department. 

   

15.  NEW BUSINESS –  

R2025-75 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION FISCAL YEAR 2026 

COMMUNITY PROJECT  

 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
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Council President Marino   X    

 

-CP Marino stated that the town has had large legal payments that the residents should not be 

required to pay for when the individuals involved should be responsible for their legal fees. 

 

16. MOTIONS – Special Event Application - Phillipsburg Alliance Church Hope Day, June 7, 2025 

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

  

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

- Dan Boyce – alerted residents that five Independent candidate are running for Council positions. 

- Pam Clark, LEAD program – there are 50 enrolled participants in the program. They will be holding a 

Job Fair on April 28 at which many job search services will be provided. Ms. Clark thanked the Mayor, 

Councilman Clark, Councilman Saultz, and Council President Marino for attending their breakfast event 

on Thursday and engaging with the community. 

- Kelly Craven – There are many rental properties throughout town that look to be in severe violation of 

town codes and appear unsafe. She does not believe they could have been properly inspected in many 

years. Her own rental unit has not been inspected in five years. Ms. Craven stated that the Housing 

Authority told her that inspections of their properties are the town’s responsibility. Mayor Piazza stated 

that the Housing Authority conducts its own inspections. CP Marino asked the Mayor to contact the 

Housing Authority and confirm the inspection responsibility. 

- Shaheed Barnes – asked for status on the rent control ordinance. CP Marino stated the town is getting 

volunteers for the Board. Mayor Piazza stated that the budget is being developed. 

 

18.  REPORT – Police Department 

 Chief Goodell cited March statistics: 3,067 calls for service, 77 arrests, 113 charges, 242 tickets, 

370 motor vehicle stops, and 77 family related offenses or contacts. Chief Goodell stated the community 

policing initiative is going well, especially the Safe Path Home for which parents, the school district, and 

SRO’s have provided positive feedback. A Friends in Blue event will be held this Saturday from 1 – 2 pm 

with 10 officers interacting with residents, parents, and children. 

  

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 

- Councilman Clark – stated the LEAD breakfast was amazing. They met with local, county, state, and 

federal officials. He had the opportunity to talk with Senator Inhoff. The Ole Town Festival will be held 

on June 14 with additional events planned for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Regarding compliance with 

the trash ordinance, he is willing to sit down with the Administration and discuss ideas to reduce trash 

downtown. Mayor Piazza stated that he has used some of Councilman Clark’s ideas. A part time inspector 

will be issuing summons which the Payable Fines Ordinance (O2025-0) will make easier to process. 

- Councilman Kennedy- April 26 is Community Day. A Clean Up of Shappell Park will start at 8:30 am. 

NORWESCAP will provide gloves, bags, and trash grabbers. 
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- Councilman Saultz – April 26 there will also be a clean up at the Skate Park that afternoon. He stated he 

is glad to see more people attending Council meetings and encouraged residents to get more involved and 

active in our community. 

- Council Vice President Pierce – Community Day is a very invigorating experience and a great way to 

give back to the community. He is glad there will be two parks cleaned up on that day.  

- Council President Marino – thanked Chief Goodell for the good job he and his officers are doing. 

 

19. ADJOURNMENT –7:11 PM 

 Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by CVP Pierce. 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

 


