APPROVED 5/14/25
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
April 23, 2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION Led by CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - April 9, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
April 9, 2025 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

7. BILLS LIST

Councilman Kennedy asked what fund check #2017 was paid from. Mayor Piazza stated the UEZ
Administration fund. Bob Merlo, CFO (audience) confirmed.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

8. MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor’s Report — April 23, 2025

Good evening Phillipsburg residents,

This update will be a brief one, as I delivered a more comprehensive report just two weeks ago, and the
past stretch has included several holidays and municipal office closures.
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Last night, I was honored to attend the Easton City Council meeting to show support for the Delaware
River Wild and Scenic Expansion Project—an initiative first presented to our own Town Council in 2024.
This project continues to gain regional momentum, and [ was proud to stand alongside our river
community in advancing this shared vision. Several of the same advocates are also involved in organizing
the Delaware River Sojourn, which will once again make a stop at the Riverside Way boat ramp later this
year.
Speaking of the boat ramp, tomorrow marks the kickoff of this year’s Shad Tournament—an event that
celebrates our riverfront and draws anglers from across the country.
Looking ahead, the Dueling Rivers Whiskey & Music Jam will return on Saturday, May 4th. This
growing event is being coordinated through a partnership between Third & Ferry, The Sandbar, and our
Urban Enterprise Zone (UEZ) staff. It’s a great example of how local businesses and town departments
can come together to bring fun and energy downtown.
I’m also pleased to share that the Hometown Heroes Banner Program is moving forward with being
revived. DPW supervisor Matt Noel is representing Phillipsburg in helping coordinate the relaunch of this
program, which honors our community's veterans and service members.
Thank you all for your continued support and involvement in making Phillipsburg a vibrant and
connected place to call home. I look forward to having more updates to share at our next meeting.
Sincerely, Mayor Randy Piazza

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS - None
10. ORDINANCES - 1% reading

02025-08 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-19, SCHEDULE III, TIME LIMIT
PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO CREATE 30 MINUTE
PARKING ZONE IN FRONT OF 120 FILMORE STREET TO ENABLE ACCESS TO TOWN
HALL.

No Council discussion.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

02025-09 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, VACATING A 26 FEET WIDE BY 430 FEET PORTION OF A
RIGHT-OF-WAY, COMMONLY KNOWN AS WILSON STREET, THAT IS RUNNING
BETWEEN ANDERSON STREET AND FLEMING DRIVE TO THE RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-
WAY, NOT NEEDED FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE

Councilman Saultz wants confirmation this will not restrict pedestrian or maintenance access to
the bridge. Many people walk through to go to Walter’s Park. Tim O’Brien, Engineer, stated it
will remain accessible with no restrictions.



APPROVED 5/14/25
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

x| X X| X| X

Council President Marino

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 14, 2025 at which
time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance **

11. PUBLIC HEARING — ADOPTION OF 2025 BUDGET

Council President Marino opened the public hearing.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Motion to Open Public Hearing
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino X

CP Marino read Resolution 2025-76.

Joe Meyner — requested a summary from the CFO (audience) of where the money is going. CP
Marino stated that town employees will not be “put on the spot” at a meeting without prior notice. If Mr.
Meyner had contacted him prior to the meeting he could have arranged for the CFO to provide the
information requested. Mr. Meyner asked CP Marino if he could “go through the budget” and tell him
how much was borrowed, how much debt service, and how much is going to the state. Mayor Piazza
explained the breakdown of where property taxes are disbursed and how much the town receives. This
budget represents the town’s portion. Attorney Wenner explained that a town bond is the loan (borrowed
funds) and repayment of the bond is the debt service and every year there is an appropriation for that debt
service. CFO Merlo stated the town appropriated $2,038,748.75 in this budget.

CP Marino stated that a special committee had worked on this budget and he thanked those
councilmembers for their service. He thanked the Mayor and his staff for keeping the increase low while
still providing additional services.

CP Marino closed the public hearing.

R2025-76 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF THE 2025 BUDGET FOR THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG
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ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X| X

Council President Marino X

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **
Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.
R2025-77 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS
COMPLETED PROJECTS
R2025-78 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PAVILION RENTAL REFUND IN THE
AMOUNT OF $80.00 TO KAYLA ZEIBER
R2025-79 - RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR THE
HUDSON STREET, PHASE 3 PROJECT TO DUMOR CONTRACTING, INC.
R2025-80 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY APPROVING PERSON TO PERSON AND PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER
OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION
R2025-81A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR RENEWAL OF LIMOUSINE OPERATOR’S
LICENSE FOR AKAB, INC.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

13.

OLD BUSINESS - None
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14. NEW BUSINESS — CP Marino stated that he has spoken with people interested in Phillipsburg
and they are excited to see it getting cleaned up and moving forward.

15. MOTIONS — None

16. PUBLIC PETITIONS

Christine Tampico — the rental house next door to her has garbage out for weeks at a time in bags
on the ground, not in cans, which is attracting rodents. She has contacted the County Board of Health and
the Inspection Department. DPW did come pick it up but the bags were never “tagged” with violation
stickers. Something needs to be done for situations like this. CP Marino stated that if residents give him
the address of a property in violation he will contact the town to have it handled. Mayor Piazza stated that
an existing “nuisance neighbor” ordinance is being reviewed and worked on for such situations.

Pam Clark, LEAD Project Manager — thanked Councilman Clark and Mayor Piazza for attending
the breakfast meeting with state officials. LEAD is holding a job fair on Monday from 1 to 4 at the
Envision Center with workshops available in the morning.

Dmitri Armada — For two years he has been dealing with an issue with a neighbor’s dog being
outside all night. The town needs a full-time Animal Control Officer. The current one is not available at
night. CP Marino stated that the Town Council does not work with the ACO, it is a shared service. Mayor
Piazza stated that the shared service was started after the previous full-time ACO left. Police Chief
Goodell (audience) stated that the ACO and an officer were looking into that property/dog owner.

Ed Bullock — he owns an office building on South Main Street. There are garbage cans and bags
and garbage in the streets which his clients and others see all the time. A property across the street is
regularly violating the ordinance. The Mayor asked for the address to have this looked into. People are
letting their dogs go on the sidewalks and not cleaning up after them forcing pedestrians to deal with that
too. When the town had a full time ACO, that person walked downtown and handled that problem. We
need a full-time ACO.

Valerie — asked for an update on the speed signs for Lincoln Road. Mayor Piazza stated a portable
speed reader has been stationed along the road and he is researching the signs. Valerie had an email from
the sign company that they will work with DPW once the County approves the signs. The signs attach to
existing poles and will track speeds when lit up and when not lit up so that the numbers can be compared..

Vicki Menendez-Branch — started working with the Inspections Department on March 3 for an
inspection of her business downtown. On March 27 she was told she need a re-inspection before a
Certificate of Habitability can be issued. So much time has passed that she cannot run her regular summer
program for children with disabilities. She stated the Department should be clear on how many days these
processes take. CP Marino asked Mayor Piazza to look into this.

Warren Smith — stated he put in a zoning permit for 141 South Main Street in October that was
denied in November. Despite administrators saying they will help get it done, nothing has happened. He
was told his zoning permit was denied because galleries are not allowed along S. Main, but there is one
across the street from his property. He has been operating out of this building for 5 years but is now being
told a Certificate of Habitability is needed and the change of use is not being allowed.

Kelly Craven — stated she spoke at a recent meeting about rental inspections not being done. Pat
Kays, Director of Municipal Services, inspected her residence and drafted a list of items that need
attention. He said he would email the list to the landlord. The landlord has not received this list and only
one item has been fixed. Mayor Piazza stated he spoke with Mr. Kays who is currently working on reports
for many different rental properties.

Ann Davis — asked how many fines have been issued for garbage violations. Mayor Piazza stated
he does not have the exact numbers but they are being issued. Ms. Davis stated that waiting for permits
for weeks or months is chasing businesses away. Mayor Piazza stated that this is a zoning issue. Ms.
Davis stated that the Town Employee Manual states that employees conducting town business that
requires a vehicle must use a town owned vehicle but she sees employee(s) using a private vehicle. CP
Marino asked her to provide the exact time, date, and location of any occurrences and he will have them
investigated.

Mayor Piazza addressed inspections/permits stating that all of these, building, electrical, plumbing,
rentals, code violations like garbage, and others, are being handled by an office of 7 people. Outside of
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the Police Department, this is the busiest department in the town. As the administration is cracking down
on things, there is a lot of catching up to be done. He would like to hire additional personnel but there are
fewer and fewer people obtaining the required certifications/licensing for these positions. So much so that
many municipalities share inspectors. Hiring more people would also increase taxes, which he would
rather not do.

CP Marino stated that for years things were not done properly, and as this administration works to correct
that, these changes will not occur overnight. The staff is working harder than ever, garbage is getting
cleaned up, and inspections are being done. Now that the town is working to correct these problems,
complaints are coming in. Where were the complaints over the years when they weren’t being done
properly?

Joe Meyner — stated if you want growth you have to increase the budget to pay for more
inspectors and staff and services.

Dan Boyce — His home was not inspected for 11 years. There were heating units with extension
cords, a major fire hazard. He stated it may be time to change and replace the inspectors. The head of the
department is also head of the UEZ and may be overwhelmed. He suggested increasing the rental unit fee
by $25 to pay for an additional police officer.

CP Marino asked for the address of the property that has not been inspected.
Mayor Piazza stated that municipalities are sharing inspectors because people are not entering these
careers, not getting the certifications/ licenses, and not applying for the positions.

David — stated he suspects his residence was previously an illegal sublet situation and inspectors
should be looking for that. Mayor Piazza stated that two were recently broken up. When these situations
are found they are quickly closed down.

17. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Clark — This Saturday at 9 am is the Shappell Park Clean up. The ribbon cutting for
the 2025 Farmer’s Market season is April 27 at 11 am. Regarding the trash ordinance — We’ve been
talking about this since January and with warm weather here, rodents will be attracted to the garbage.
This will only get worse and needs to be taken seriously. The municipal government should be
monitoring who dumps and documenting garbage on the streets. Maybe we need to replace the system
with a more efficient one. Council has no control over Code Enforcement but hearing complaints and
seeing posts on social media show that something needs to be done with the department i.e. hiring more
inspectors, replacing staff, or developing a more efficient system. Regarding the budget — he supported it
and compromised and the bipartisan committee worked to get a full-time police officer. Increased taxes
can raise revenue and enhance the quality of life but they are not always the best answer. There are other
avenues for raising revenues. We are community servants and must remain civil and get things done.

Councilman Kennedy — The Farmer’s Market will be open this Sunday from 10 to 2. He hopes
going forward that each meeting will not be a lengthy defense of the administration. If the Mayor cannot
take criticism, he is in the wrong profession.

Councilman Saultz — regarding garbage — There will always be lazy noncompliant people who
will not follow the regulations. You can give them garbage cans but they won’t use them. The best way to
force compliance is by hitting them in the pocketbook. Councilman Saultz agreed with Councilman
Kennedy that Council meetings are not the appropriate place for long lectures to the public.

Council Vice President Pierce — This is the first time in a long time that the budget was passed
with bipartisan support. This was done to provide services for residents. He feels for the residents having
problems getting permits or inspections. The Inspections Department needs to communicate better but it
will take time to see improvements. Regarding parking — Washington has no meters on its Main Street.
Parking can’t be the only thing used to bring people to the downtown area. Ole Town Festival is June
14 2:00 — 9:30.

Council President Marino — Two previous Councilmembers had been accused of crimes. They
were both acquitted. Hopefully, in the future, the town will be in a position to recoup the money spent or
to be spent on the lawsuits. The town had a previous bill of $105,000+ for legal fees / settlement amounts
and there is another one to be paid. Taxpayers should not be responsible for these costs. Those
responsible for the lawsuits should be held responsible for the cost.
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Mayor Piazza — a large loss of revenue reflected in the 2025 budget was from St. Luke’s.

(comments from CFO (audience) unintelligible).
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF REQURED) — No Executive Session

19. ADJOURNMENT 7:25 pm
Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by CVP Pierce.

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.



