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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
May 14, 2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All

4. INVOCATION Led by CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL Present: Marino, Pierce, Kennedy, Saultz

Absent: Clark
Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner, Deputy
Clerk Torres

6. EXECUTIVE SESSION -6:01 pm
Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is Cal Ripken, Jr. field. No action will be taken.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

Return from Executive Session — Resume Public Session — 6:09 pm
Attorney Wenner stated the topic discussed was Cal Ripken, Jr. field. No action was taken.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — April 23, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1

Councilmembers | First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent |
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Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce

X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

8. BILL LIST

Attorney Wenner stated that the summary page was omitted but he received information from the
CFO where the total was located in the document. Acting Clerk Turner read the total number.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
X

Council President Marino

9. MAYOR’S REPORT

Our administration continues to explore financing options for a new municipal complex. This
includes researching alternative locations and funding sources while also continuing a cost analysis of
returning to the Corliss Avenue building. Each option is being evaluated with long-term operational
efficiency and fiscal responsibility in mind.

Environmental analysis is progressing at Brainard's Mercer Street Park, and we must now move forward
with similar assessments for Delaware River Park to ensure any necessary remediation can begin
promptly and responsibly.

On the inspections front, we are now one month into accepting online payments for zoning applications
and rental registrations—a major step toward modernization and convenience for our residents. In
addition, all inspector scheduling responsibilities have been centralized and assigned to our office staff for
improved coordination and accountability.

The Phillipsburg Police Department remains dedicated to its energized community policing initiative,
which continues to strengthen relationships between our officers and residents. There is a coffee with the
cops event this Saturday, May 17, 9 AM to 11:30 AM at 140 South Main St.

Lastly, our Community Development and Urban Enterprise Zone staff have been hard at work organizing
a wide variety of projects and events. I believe this is the most active and engaged our community has
ever been when it comes to these types of initiatives—and the results are visible across town.

Thank you

10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS - Joe Meyner — 02025-10 — expressed his
displeasure that the town was bonding for expenses and not including them in the budget. When they are
included in the budget you can get an accurate picture of how the town is doing. Bonds should not be
used for recurring expenses. Taxes should be raised to pay for them.

-Diane Turner — 02025-12 — A family member spoke for her. This ordinance takes all the curb
frontage in front of her home, removing all parking in front of her house, and impinging on the quality
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and value of her home. The Turners have been in their residence for 60 years and the parking has always
been open. Why is this curb space needed by the Emergency Squad now? Mayor Piazza stated that the
Emergency Squad has been requesting this for years, referencing a state statute which requires a yellow
painted curb across from emergency squads and fire stations. Mayor Piazza stated the state statute
supersedes the local zoning. He pulled the original zoning application from 1988 on which there were
several items that were never addressed and noted that the town is in the process of correcting many
zoning issues to follow the letter of the law. Ms. Turner’s relative read item #4 from a Zoning Board letter
dated 9/14/1988 stating that the proposed addition “will not interfere with any curb parking”.

-Josh Winisko — R2025-90 authorizes the town to sue the Warren County Prosecutor’s Office to
recover $600,000 already paid in legal fees. This punishes the prosecutor, criminalizes accountability and
victimhood, and reads that if the ones in powers are investigated or charged, one will face retribution.
Under state laws elected officials can be reimbursed for their legal fees if charges are dismissed. This is
not justice or fiscal responsibility, it is election year theatrics. What happens when a whistleblower speaks
up, a resident files a complaint or an employee speaks up? Mayor Piazza stated that the fees have not yet
been paid. The town is responsible for legal fees incurred by an employee accused while performing their
duties. But if it was not in their duties, it is the town’s fiduciary responsibility to try to recoup expenses.
This report will look into whether or not the town can do so. This appears to be weaponized prosecution
and should be investigated by an independent lawyer.

-Frank McVey —R2025-89 and R2025-90 — recapped what he has gone through for the last 4
years related to the lawsuit. He cited the amount of money he has paid out of pocket, the number of
emails and text messages between the prosecutor and former mayor, press releases, attempts to arrest him,
police reports, and zero questions asked of him by the police chief and prosecutor’s office all over one
email.

-Michael Chrisley and Armando Suarez, legal counsel for Mr. McVey — Mr. Chrisley
summarized important information regarding the lawsuit, including lack of discovery records released by
the Prosecutor’s Office, the Prosecutor’s previous work with the former Mayor, and disqualification of
the entire Prosecutor's Office. Mr. Suarez stated that discovery records were released only after the State
Attorney General’s Office took over the case. These records showed multiple communications between
the Prosecutor’s Office and the former Mayor and former Police Chief. Mr. Suarez detailed several
communications that appeared to show collusion regarding strategy, court appearances, press releases,
and political motivation. The contents of the email at the basis of the lawsuit fall under the provisions of
the state statute which allow for a person to take action because it is necessary to protect someone else,
which would render Frank McVey not guilty of the accused crime. Therefore, no lawsuit should have
been filed or pursued by the Prosecutor’s Office. Additional information regarding communications,
discovery records, employees in the Prosecutor's Office, actions of the former Mayor in the workplace,
and actions of the former Police Chief were presented by Mr. Chrisley and Mr. Suarez.

-Robert Fulper — R2025-90 — stated that the Prosecutor’s Office, the former Mayor, and the
former Police Chief do not want an investigation of their actions regarding this case. He stated the former
Police Chief had many people who spoke out against the former Mayor investigated. He urged Council to
approve R2025-90.

- Dan Boyce — stated that the live feed (via phone video connection to social media) went dead
when Mr. McVey approached the podium. Mayor Piazza stated there is a backup.

- Joe Meyner — The information presented by professional attorneys was not countered by any
prosecutorial presentation. The question is not what is in the courts but should Council pay the bill or not.
Mayor Piazza stated that R2025-90 is not related to paying the legal bills of the former Councilmembers.
It is to hire an independent attorney’s office to investigate whether the town can and/or should attempt to
recoup those funds from those who filed and pursued the lawsuit.

-Rob Kern — stated Mr. McVey’s attorneys showed how heinous this case was. The corrupt
Prosecutor’s Office should be held accountable.
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11. ORDINANCES - 2nd reading / Public Hearing
02025-08 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-19, SCHEDULE IIl, TIME LIMIT
PARKING, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO CREATE 30 MINUTE
PARKING ZONE IN FRONT OF 120 FILMORE STREET TO ENABLE ACCESS TO TOWN
HALL.
No public discussion.
No Council discussion.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X
02025-09 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, VACATING A 26 FEET WIDE BY 430 FEET PORTION OF A
RIGHT-OF-WAY, COMMONLY KNOWN AS WILSON STREET, THAT IS RUNNING
BETWEEN ANDERSON STREET AND FLEMING DRIVE TO THE RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-
WAY, NOT NEEDED FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE
No public discussion.
No Council discussion.
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X
11. ORDINANCES - 15T Reading

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at which
time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance **

02025-10 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2025 CAPITAL
ACQUISITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $2,500,000
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,375,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF
THE TOWN TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF

No Council discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
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Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X

X

Council President Marino

02025-11 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-23, SCHEDULE VII, STOP
INTERSECTIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO ADD ALL-
WAY STOP SIGNS ON SUMMIT AVENUE AT INTERSECTION OF RAYMOND STREET
AND SCHULTZ STREET

No Council discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce | X X
Council President Marino X

02025-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-17, SCHEDULE I, NO PARKING, OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO CREATE NO PARKING AREAS FOR
PHILLIPSBURG EMS SQUAD ON PROPSPECT STREET.

Discussion — CVP Pierce lives on Prospect St. When NORWESCARP is in session there is no
parking. He understands that EMS needs clearance but this ordinance should be reviewed further.
CVP moved to table the ordinance.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Motion to table 02025-12
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

x| X| X| X

Council President Marino
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RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

R2025-83 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-84 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF REGISTRATION OVERPAYMENT

R2025-85 RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND
EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE HUDSON STREET PHASE 5 PROJECT

R2025-86 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE
DISCHARGE OF FIREWORKS

R2025-87 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 TO A CONTRACT
WITH TILCON NEW YORK, INC. FOR HUDSON STREET PHASE | REPAVING

R2025-88 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING LEGAL
FEES IN THE AMOUNT OF THREE THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE
DOLLARS AND FORTY-NINE CENTS ($3,251.49) INCURRED BY ROBERT FULPER IN
CONNECTION WITH HIS DUTIES AS A COUNCILMAN

R2025-89 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING, PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 27-4 OF THE
TOWN CODE, THE PAYMENT OF LEGAL FEES INCURRED IN DEFENDING FRANK
MCVEY AGAINST CHARGES BROUGHT BY THE WARREN COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S
OFFICE WHICH WERE SUBSEQUENTLY DISMISSED

R2025-92 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL, TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF
AN AGREEMENT WITH FIRTH YOUTH CENTER.

R2025-93 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE RULES AND
REGULATIONS, REVISED ON APRIL 14, 2025, RELATED TO THE PHILLIPSBURG
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X

Council President Marino

R2025-82 pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy
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R2025-82 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AUTHORIZING THE
EXECUTION OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND PERON CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Discussion - Councilman Kennedy stated he is against this project mainly due to truck traffic. The
Truck Route ordinance was passed but is not being enforced. Mayor Piazza stated that the proofs
for the truck route signs did not conform to the legally required standard and had to be
redesigned. The ordinance cannot be enforced until the proper signage is installed. CP Marino
stated he will support it because it will put people to work and bring in tax revenue for the town.
CVP Pierce stated that citing truck traffic is a moot point as there is a CDL driving school on
Howard Street. The town needs ratables and for fiscal responsibility he will vote for it.
Councilman Saultz stated that the signage is being done and an additional police officer was
approved to enforce the ordinance, both of which will help curb truck traffic.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-1-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino X

R2025-90 pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy

R2025-90 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE SOLICITATION OF PROPOSALS FOR
SPECIAL COUNSEL TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND ADVICE AND LEGAL SERVICES
TO THE TOWN FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF AN ACTION NAMING THE WARREN
COUNTY PROSECUTOR'’S OFFICE AS A DEFENDANT AND SEEKING THE
REPAYMENT OF OVER $605,000.00 IN LEGAL FEES PAID BY THE TOWN ON BEHALF
OF ELECTED OFFICALS CHARGED BY THE PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE WHICH
CHARGES WERE SUBSEQUENTLY DISMISSED

Discussion — Councilman Kennedy stated he was not against recouping the funds but due to
prosecutorial immunity which protects prosecutors from civil lawsuits for actions taken within the
scope of their job even if those acts are egregious or violate someone’s rights, he feels pursuing
this will fail and be a waste of money. CP Marino stated he supports this resolution. The town has
gone through paying high legal fees before and he commends the Mayor and staff for going after
the ones who caused the problem. Councilman Saultz stated he supports the resolution as it
authorizes the special counsel to investigate the possibility of recouping the funds.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-1-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
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Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

R2025-91 pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy

R2025-91 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH 4WARD PLANNING INC. FOR FINANCIAL
EVALUATION SERVICES

Discussion — Councilman Kennedy - The resolution is not specific as to the services to be
provided. Attorney Wenner stated that the Howard Street developer has requested a PILOT
program. Part of that process is to have a financial analysis done. 4Ward Planning would analyze
whether a PILOT program would be favorable for the town, and if so, what parameters would
favor the town. Councilman Kennedy noted that Councilmembers have talked about getting
ratables in town, but now they are looking at negotiating a PILOT. Mayor Piazza stated that under
a PILOT the town would receive 95% of the tax versus the regularly taxed ratable. A more
favorable PILOT program would be sought but would not definitely be awarded.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 3-1-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce | X X
Council President Marino X

13. OLD BUSINESS - None

14. NEW BUSINESS — CP Marino read the obituary of Ken Norton, a former resident who recently

passed and was very involved in Phillipsburg’s history and its downtown.

15. MOTIONS - Firefighter application - Michael Rinker 11

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

X| X| X| X

Council President Marino




Approved 5-28-2025
16. PUBLIC PETITIONS -

- Denise Reed — has been having problems with rental property tenants near her home partying
late into the night with loud music and people coming onto her property. She has contacted the landlord
and called the police but it continues. CP Marino stated that the Council cannot take action on this but
will ask the Mayor and Police Department to look into it. Mayor Piazza stated that an old nuisance
ordinance is being reviewed for such situations.

- Diane Turner — 02025-12 — the original zoning decision stated the Emergency Squad addition
would not interfere with any current parking or any view, would not adversely affect any nearby property,
or interfere with the use and enjoyment of any nearby property. She would not have originally supported
it if it was known that she would lose all parking in front of her house. She asked that the town hold to the
zoning board decision and go back to the original parking lines. They respectfully request the ordinance
be changed.

- Josh Winisko — Resolutions 2025-82, 2025-90, and 2025-91 represent a new low in public
stewardship. Each reflects a lack of transparency, accountability, and fiscal responsibility. These spend
public money without any public benefit. R2025-82 would allow Peron Development to walk away if
they don’t like the financing options. There is only a one-time fee of 2.5% of the assessed value, payable
after the project is completed. Under the agreement, the town is encouraged to waive permit fees.
R2025-90 would have outside council sue because charges were filed against one of your own. The town
is going to spend more money when there is no clear legal basis and no real chance of success. It is
irresponsible and an attack on prosecutorial independence and sends a dangerous message. R2025-91 is
not an independent analysis but paid affirmation. A neutral firm should be hired.

-Dan Boyce - regarding R2025-90, he stated he read copies of the texts between the former
Police Chief, the former Mayor, and the Prosecutor’s Office. This was a conspiracy to set up Fulper and
McVey. The Police Chief, Mayor, and Prosecutor’s Office were corrupt and broke the law. Regarding
R2025-91 he stated that the developer has been paying taxes on the undeveloped property for six years
while trying to obtain approval. The Democrat Party has fought him the whole time. Attorney Wenner
stated, regarding R2025-90, that this resolution does not authorize a lawsuit to be filed, it authorizes the
hiring of special counsel for advice on whether a law suite can be sought.

-Joe Meyner — appreciates the final words of Attorney Wenner, that they clarify the resolution
and situation. They will decide what is our business and what is court business.

17. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Kennedy — Hats off to Spring, sponsored by NORWESCAP and the Phillipsburg
Arts Society, will be held this Saturday from 10 am to 6 pm

Councilman Saultz — No comments

Council Vice President Pierce — Saturday, June 1t a Pride event will be held in Shappell Park. He
asked Acting Clerk Turner to prepare a Proclamation for Pride Month. CVP Pierce urged Mayor Piazza to
look into the Service Electric Agreement to broadcast Council meetings. He also asked to set up a work
session for Council to address the nuisance ordinance. Mayor Piazza stated he has already worked with
the Police Department to draft/revise one.

Council President Marino — None

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF REQURED) — No Executive Session

19. ADJOURNMENT 7:42 pm
Council Vice President Pierce moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy.
Ayes:4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



