
   
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 28, 2025 — 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:00 PM   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT   Read by CP Marino  
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     All 

4. INVOCATION      Led by CP Marino 

5. ROLL CALL  Present: Marino, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz 

   Absent: Pierce 

   Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner  
 

 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  May 14, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

      May 14, 2025 Executive Session Minutes  

       

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries  3-0-1-1  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   
 

 X 
 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

  X 

Council President Marino   X    

 

8. BILL LIST 
 

   

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  4-0-1    

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

  X 

Council President Marino   X    

 

9.  REPORTS – Matt Noel, Supervisor DPW and Recreation – stated that most residents are in 

compliance with the garbage ordinance, but there will always be someone piling up or dumping garbage. 

Enforcement is not yet up to 100% but is doing much better. DPW and the Inspections Department are 

still working out the timeline regarding notice/citations and clean up. There are a lot of property 

maintenance issues with high grass. DPW has been actively working on pothole repairs. Matt encouraged 



   
residents to notify them of potholes so they can be addressed quickly. Drainage basins are being 

monitored and cleaned out. He is working on getting surveillance cameras positioned at the Armory. 7 

Clean Communities people have been hired for the summer to help with property maintenance. 

Recreation has hired 26 lifeguards and 12 – 14 other staff for the pool which opened this weekend for 

weekends only until school is out. Open Space/Recreation Committee meetings have focused on projects 

to be completed. A playground is desired near the Bentley ball field with possibly a small walking path. 

Courts at the Green Street park need renovation. Delaware River Park is currently being assessed by a 

third party to determine where the landfill was and ways in which it can be remediated. The park needs 

attention, but they can’t do much while the assessment is ongoing. Shappell Park looks very nice and 

hosts a lot of events. DPW is mowing, dragging, and lining the fields regularly. Walter’s Park has lots of 

activity. The pavilion is rented every weekend from May through September. They would like smaller 

pavilions added, one within the pool area and one outside of it. Matt feels these would be used by 

residents with smaller parties and especially by those enjoying the pool. Matt is working on re-hanging 

Hometown Heroes banners, having them up from May through September, with seasonal and/or local 

event banners hung the remaining months.   

- Police Chief Goodell – discussed the stabbing that took place on May 15. An officer on patrol rendered 

aid but the victim succumbed to her injuries. Patrol Officers and Detectives, working with the State Police 

and the Prosecutor’s Office resulted in an arrest within 48 hours. A shooting on May 26 posed no threat to 

the public and resulted in no injuries. Chief Goodell stated his officers and other agencies are working to 

identify, arrest, and prosecute the shooter. Thanks to a call from a resident about suspicious activity, a 

firearm was recovered in a separate incident.  
 

10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS  - Diane Turner – O2025-12 – NORWESCAP 

and Emergency Squad events use a lot of the area’s parking spaces. 50 feet of no parking is a major 

impact. Council President Marino stated that Ordinance 2025-12 is on the agenda as tabled and he cannot 

discuss it at this time. He confirmed with Ms. Turner that she had retained an attorney and asked Attorney 

Wenner to continue the discussion. Attorney Wenner explained the process of Council untabling, 

discussing, and possibly voting on it. Ms. Turner’s son stated when the yellow curb was painted in the 

past the Police Department stated there was no ordinance restricting parking there. Even more of the curb 

has been painted again even though the ordinance has not passed. Residents on Prospect St were never 

notified. He stated that due to this and animosity from squad members, they feel that this ordinance is 

retribution. CP Marino asked that a meeting be arranged to discuss this with Administration, Ms. Turner, 

and Emergency Squad representatives in attendance.  
 

11. ORDINANCES –  2nd reading / Public Hearing 

O2025-10 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2025 CAPITAL 

ACQUISITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, 

IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $2,500,000 

THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,375,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF 

THE TOWN TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF 

Public discussion – Glenn Epps, The Express Times/ Lehigh Valley Live – asked who 

drafted/decided/put together the ordinance. Mayor Piazza explained the basics of the entire 

budgeting process, items outside the operating budget including estimating useful life for capital 

purchases. Attorney Wenner explained it is standard practice to bond for improvements such as 

roads, drainage, and playground improvements and to put aside funds for bond payments each 

year. A good bond rating means a town can borrow for more projects. 

-Joe Meyner- asked for a copy of O2025-10. It may be a major tool and valid practice used by 

many towns, but the true budget is not put before the public. Actual expenses go up and are not 

noticed.  

No Council discussion 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  4-0-1  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 



   

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

  X 

Council President Marino   X    

 

O2025-11 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-23, SCHEDULE VII, STOP 

INTERSECTIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO ADD ALL-

WAY STOP SIGNS ON SUMMIT AVENUE AT INTERSECTION OF RAYMOND STREET 

AND SCHULTZ STREET 

 

No Public discussion 

No Council discussion 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  4-0-1  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

  X 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 

11. ORDINANCES – 1ST Reading 

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 11, 2025 at which 

time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance ** 

 

Tabled at May 14, 2025 meeting 

O2025-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-17, SCHEDULE I, NO PARKING, OF 

THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO CREATE NO PARKING AREAS FOR 

PHILLIPSBURG EMS SQUAD ON PROPSPECT STREET. 

Discussion – Councilman Clark stated that Council should work on the ordinance so that all 

parties are satisfied. He asked why the curb was painted prior to the ordinance being introduced. 

Councilman Saultz stated Council needs to have more information before making a decision. CP 

Marino stated a meeting will be set up with the Administration, EMS, Fire Department, and 

residents. Parking restrictions should be uniform throughout town. 

  

O2025-13 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 625-5 ZONING MAP AND ZONE 

DESIGNATION FOR BLOCK 1411 LOTS 33 AND 34 

 No Council comments. Attorney Wenner requested that Acting Clerk Turner send O2025-13 to 

the Land Use Board for Consistency Review. 



   
 

 ROLL CALL         Motion Carries  4-0-1  

          

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

  X 

Council President Marino   X    

 

12.  RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  
 

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

R2025-94 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT 

CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE 

SOUTH MAIN SAFE TRANSIT ACCESS PHASE 1 PROJECT  

R2025-95 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY APPROVING PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE 

FOR PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 

R2025-96 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH WOODWARD & CURRAN 

FOR DELAWARE RIVER PARK ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PHASE 1 

R2025-97 STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION, GREEN ACRES PROGRAM, ENABLING RESOLUTION 

R2025-98 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH Di CARA RUBINO 

ARCHITECTS FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

R2025-99 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR HUDSON STREET PHASE 2 & 3 – INSPECTION & 

CONSTRUCTION ADMINSTRATION 

R2025-100 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR HUDSON STREET PHASE 4 – DESIGN SERVICES 

R2025-101 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF SERVICES FOR UEZ PROJECT 

MANAGEMENT 

R2025-102 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A UEZ FIVE YEAR 

PLAN 

R2025-103 AUTHORIZATION TO OBTAIN FUNDING FOR SFY 2026 UEZ 

ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET 



   
R2025-104 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AUTHORIZING THE 

PURCHASE OF ELECTRICITY SUPPLY SERVICES FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE 

AUCTION WEBSITE 

R2025-105 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AUTHORIZING THE 

PURCHASE OF ELECTRICITY SUPPLY SERVICES FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE 

AUCTION WEBSITE 

R2025-106 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AUTHORIZING THE 

PURCHASE OF NATURAL GAS SUPPLY SERVICES FOR PUBLIC USE ON AN ONLINE 

AUCTION WEBSITE 

R2025-107 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR RENEWAL OF LIMOUSINE OPERATOR’S 

LICENSE FOR SAKER AHMED 

 

R2025-108 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) -2025 Municipal Aid Program-Hudson Street Phase 

4 

 

R2025-109 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) -2022 Recycling Tonnage Grant 

 

R2025-110 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) -Aqua Road Restorations Donation 

 

R2025-111 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) -Body Armor Grant 

 

R2025-112 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) – 2025 National Opioid Settlement 
 

R2025-113 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) -Municipal Alliance 

 

R2025-114 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF 

REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) - Stationhouse Adjustment 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  4-0-1  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    



   

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

  X 

Council President Marino   X    

 
 

13. OLD BUSINESS - None 

   

14.  NEW BUSINESS – None 
 

15. MOTIONS – Special Event Application - Bernardine May Coin Toss, May 31, 2025 
 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 4-0-1   

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

  X 

Council President Marino   X    

   

 

16. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Ed Bullock – regarding Prospect St parking, in 1980 parking was 

prohibited for certain times along a stretch of Warren St due to the Firehouse. He started a petition to 

allow parking and negotiated a compromise with the town. Prospect St parking should be worked out to 

benefit all. 

 Pamela Clark – Project Manager, Phillipsburg Law Enforcement Assistance Diversion (LEAD) –

the shared services agreement funding allowed them to hire a second case manager who works with their 

62 current participants. 37 people came through their Job Fair on April 28. LEAD will be at the Peace 

Recovery Rally in Walters Park on June 7 and at the Ole Town Festival on June 14. 

 Ray – There are problems with the name change of Kneedler Ave to Williams Way. UPS, FedEx, 

and GPS systems have not been updated. Residents do not want to have to pay $25 to have their ID’s 

updated. And, there is a Williams Way in Lopatcong and one in Alpha. Mail for Phillipsburg residents is 

being delivered to those towns. CP Marino stated that the town gave the information to the 911 Center 

and the Police Department and there’s nothing else the town can legally do. He suggested that residents of 

Williams Way use the appropriate 9-digit zip code and contact the USPS 800 number to file a report. 

 

17. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 
  

 Councilman Clark – wished everyone Happy Pride Month this June and thanked all of the  

LBGTQ organizations in the area, especially Trans Care 4 Us, a local and very interactive organization. 

2nd annual Juneteenth Celebration will be held on June 19th at Shappell Park. Councilman Clark thanked 

Council for moving quickly on the Summit Avenue Stop Signs ordinance.  

Councilman Kennedy – it was an honor to march in the Memorial Day Parade and to meet the 

Easton Mayor and Council on the bridge for the Wreath Ceremony. A moving ceremony was held in 

Shappell Park to honor the fallen. The 1st Phillipsburg Pride Celebration will be held Sunday with a flag 

raising and crafts. Next Tuesday will be the first concert event of the summer at 6:30. 

 Councilman Saultz – thanked Danielle DiGerolamo for coordinating a beautiful Memorial Day 

event. He also thanked the Fire Department and Emergency Squad for helping him when he couldn’t walk 

all the way to the Wreath Ceremony and allowing him onto their truck to get there.  



   
 Council President Marino – cautioned the public to drive carefully as children are playing outside 

in the warm weather. He thanked the Mayor, Administration, and Police Department for going “way 

beyond” in response to recent bad events. CP Marino wants to meet with the Housing Authority to 

discuss security for their buildings.  
  

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF REQURED) – No Executive Session 
 

19. ADJOURNMENT 7:03 pm 
 Council man Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy. 

Ayes:4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 


