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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

June 11, 2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CP Marino

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All

4. INVOCATION Led by CP Marino

5. ROLL CALL Present: Marino, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz, Pierce
Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Deputy Clerk Torres

6. MOTION FOR GOING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0-0-0
ATTORNEY WENNER STATED 24 MINUTES –
DISCUSSION WAS POLICE MATTERS AND SECURITY WITHIN THE TOWN

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X X

Council President Marino X

MOTION FOR COMING OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0-0-0

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X X

Council President Marino X
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7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 28, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X X

Council President Marino X

7. BILL LIST

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X X

Council President Marino X

8. PRESENTATION – THE LOWER DELAWARE WILD & SCENIC RIVER COMMITTEE
Asking for endorsement and resolution to join Wild & Scenic. Now that Easton has agreed to join
they are asking Phillipsburg to join. The waters of the United States have no one owner and need
to work together. Project is working to increase the number of creeks and river segments that
have Congressional Designation in the Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River stretch. Grants
available
P.M. – asked what the cost is for the town.
L.C. – supports this and thinks we should do everything we can.
Robert – membership is free and most towns are involved. Only a few Belvidere, White
Township not involved.
L.C. – any criteria for good standing. Questioned grants the town can seek. Asked if this is an
allocation from the budget itself
Robert – yes it’s purely an allocation from the budget itself.
L.C. – will the town be able to pursue other grants?
Robert – up to $10,000 in grants.

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS -
Joe Meyner – Hallelujah to Resolution 116.
Resolution 115 who is Gov Pilot? He knows it’s called a package. We need and would benefit
from structuring Phillipsburg. Buying a software package will be as bad as copying other towns



APPROVED June 25, 2025

won’t work. The town should take time & design your town. Ellis started by laying out a map.
Inspections are now 2 instead of 1. These things need studying and organizing. If the town is
spending more than a dollar or two then you got to do it right. Package just won’t work.
Mayor – we implemented in last year and you can choose what you want like dog licensing,
online zoning applications. You can add those particular things to the package. Getting away
from paper. For example1 user is $10,000 a year. Multiple users can use it for $36,000. Montclair
maybe Maplewood use it and makes things easier to find.

11. ORDINANCES –

Tabled at May 14, 2025 meeting
O2025-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-17, SCHEDULE I, NO PARKING, OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO CREATE NO PARKING AREAS FOR
PHILLIPSBURG EMS SQUAD ON PROPSPECT STREET.
Discussion – Councilman Clark stated that Council should work on the ordinance so that all
parties are satisfied. He asked why the curb was painted prior to the ordinance being introduced.
Councilman Saultz stated Council needs to have more information before making a decision. CP
Marino stated a meeting will be set up with the Administration, EMS, Fire Department, and
residents. Parking restrictions should be uniform throughout town.
Mayor – met with EMS for changes and possibly a good compromise.

O2025-14 – Bond Ordinance – tabled for amount not matching in agenda.
No Council discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino X

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **
Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2025-115 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING A CONTRACT TO GOVPILOT FOR THE
PURPOSES OF PROVIDING PROPRIETARY SOFTWARE TO THE TOWN, IN THE
AMOUNT OF THIRTY-SIX THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR
DOLLARS, PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1
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R2025-116 A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE LOWER DELAWARE RIVER
MANAGEMENT PLAN

R2025-117 A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REVISED REPORT OF THE
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISOR
R2025-118 AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A: CATERPILLAR INC MODEL: SYKES
WP150 6IN TRASH PUMP THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN SOURCEWELL A NATIONAL
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM PURSUANT TO P.L. 2011, C.139

R2025-119 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY APPROVING PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE
FOR PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE #2119-33-006 FROM MICHAEL
MOUSSA TO MIRANDA MOUSSA

R2025-120 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING 2025 PAY RATES FOR CERTAIN
DEPARTMENT HEADS WITHIN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X X

Council President Marino X

13. MAYORAL APPOINTMENT – Library Board – Sue Brooks – Accepted by Council

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X X

Council President Marino X

14. OLD BUSINESS - None

15. NEW BUSINESS – None

16. M OTIONS –
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Special Event Application – Railroad Festival, September 27, 2025, Shappell Park
Special Event Application – Delaware River Sojourn, June 20, 2025, Riverside
Boat Launch.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0-0

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent

Councilman Clark X X

Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino X

16. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Ann Davis – on May 29, 2025 she submitted 3 OPRA requests and still
hasn’t receive them. Asking any idea how long she will have to wait for that?
Attorney – responded we can provide GPS records & UEZ funding is being compiled.
Pamela Clark – Participating in the Peace Rally, Ole Town Festival this weekend come down, as well as
Juneteenth celebration in Shappell Park. Also has fliers for individuals to skip the line for mental health.
Michelle Logan St – would like to encourage everyone to think upstream when it comes to the town’s
policies and practices and how they either lift the city up or keep the city in poverty. She read about how
the Howard St warehouses are seen by the majority of the town council members as fiscally responsible
in last week’s article in TapInto. Encouraging all to think upstream about the lost cost which far exceed
any fiscal gains the city will make from this warehouse. Phillipsburg is at the point of saturation in
economics which means that any additional warehouses will not benefit the city in any way. On
Indeed.com there are currently 451 warehouse jobs available in Phillipsburg and the surrounding area. If
you look to our neighbor across the river, Easton Mayor, town council and residents work together to
craft a strategic plan that seeks to transform, unify and thrive. The plan is to revitalize the city by
preserving its historic character and adding residential value propositions like green space, beautiful
parks, a brand new community center on the waterfront for connection, belonging and recreation.
Instead of bringing in warehouse and trucks, Easton nourished and grew it’s anchor institutions, Crayola
factory, tubing, state theater, Lafayette College, business is booming. Phillipsburg on the other hand is
kind of like a ship that can’t find its way because it can’t find its final destination. This destination can be
the addition of an anchor institution on Howard St. think of Liberty Science Center, NJPAC, Prudential
Center, Camden Aquarium. Think upstream and imagine a bike trail. Phillipsburg is the only riverfront
town that isn’t thriving and where serious crime is growing. The town does need a comprehensive
strategic plan that outlines a mission, a vision, and 2-3 strategic priorities.

17. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Clark – few announcements. Juneteenth flag raising Thursday June 19, 2025 at
Shappell Park. Raising Pride flag back up at the end of the day. Also NORWESCAP community cleanup
Saturday June 21st at 8am to help clean trash and get involved to clean up. We put our actions where our
mouths are. Railroad Festival glad to see this is coming back. It brings a lot of positive energy to the town
and a way to leverage our town’s history from the railroad and bring visitors into town and spending
money and seeing what it can be. Agrees with comments on the warehouse and has his full support.

Councilman Kennedy – reminding everyone about the fun things in Phillipsburg. Was at the
concert last night. Looking forward to the Ole Town Festival, Pork Roll Palooza, Railroad Festival.

Would like to see everyone taking part in it and hopes to see everyone this weekend.
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Councilman Saultz – echoing the comment from councilman Clark and councilman Kennedy.
UEZ posted events. A lot going on in town. What was mentioned barely scratches the surface so get out
there and get involved with our town. A lot of people are working very hard. Don’t leave them hanging.

Council Vice President Pierce - would like to thank everybody for coming out to the PRIDE
event. It was a great turnout and some of us took a trip to see the bridge lit up. Ole Town Festival this
weekend. Sunday is Farmer’s Market. Also would like to Congratulate all graduates.

Council President Marino – this is summer time. Watch driving around and keep an eye out for
all our little ones on bikes, scooters, etc. see up at the park the pickleball court is really packed.
Administration is doing a lot of different things now and really respect what’s going on. The people are
coming together. A lot of good events coming up. Finally this area has seen a lot of crime. If you see
something call the police department.

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF REQURED) – No Executive Session

19. ADJOURNMENT 7:05 pm
Council man Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy.
Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: Motion passed.

________________________________
Nicole Torres, Deputy Municipal Clerk


