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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
June 25, 2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All

4, INVOCATION Led by CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL Present: Council Members Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz

Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — June 11, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
June 11, 2025 Executive Session Minutes

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce

ol B B Bl B

Council President Marino

7. BILL LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

ol B B B

Council President Marino

8. MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor’s Report

This past week we had a productive meeting with the Assistant New Jersey State Treasurer to explore the
state’s potential involvement in a Public-Private Partnership (P3) for a new municipal building. This is an
exciting opportunity that could provide significant cost and financing benefits for the Town of
Phillipsburg as we move forward on this much-needed project.

Progress is also being made at Delaware River Park as we prepare for necessary environmental
remediation work. The next steps will include conducting ground-penetrating radar surveys, taking soil
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samples, and performing historical site investigations. These efforts will ensure that any future
enhancements to the park are done responsibly and safely for the public.
I’'m pleased to report that after Norfolk Southern completed an internal reorganization, they are now ready
to resume discussions with us regarding the potential lease of abandoned rail lines for our Rails to Trails
project. This could open the door to an exciting recreational amenity for residents and visitors alike.
Our Open Space/Recreation team is developing plans to install a small playground near the library—
providing long-overdue recreational options for families on that side of the highway. At Delaware
Heights Park, the new disc golf course is coming together nicely. The baskets are already in place, and we
are awaiting a few remaining parts before completing installation.
Additionally, the first of the new truck route signs have started to arrive. We are working with the
appropriate agencies to ensure their placement meets state guidelines and improves traffic flow and safety
throughout town.
Our Urban Enterprise Zone (UEZ) team continues to drive progress in the UEZ district. Look for digital
informational kiosks appearing soon in key public areas.

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS - CP Marino stated that Resolution 2025-130
A Resolution of the Town of Phillipsburg, County of Warren, State of New Jersey Authorizing the
Execution of a Memorandum of between the Town of Phillipsburg and the Phillipsburg Housing
Authority for Police Services was a late addition to the agenda (copies provided to the public). He read
the title of Resolution 2025-130, and the title, introduction, description of services, and consideration
portions of the memorandum of agreement. Attorney Wenner stated that this MOA provides for up to 12
weeks of police services at a cost of up to $30,000 and can be extended.

- Joe Meyner - 02025-14 Sewer Bond Ordinance — stated that while this is something the town definitely
needs, when the town sells a bond instead of including the expenses in the budget, it fools the public. The
amount of this bond could be covered by an $11 per month payment by taxpayers. Doing it this way
would allow the public to know what they were getting for their tax dollars.

- Diane Turner — 02025-12 — at a previous meeting she was told a meeting would be set up to discuss a
compromise regarding the yellow no parking curb across from the EMS building, directly in front of her
house, but that meeting has not taken place. Mayor Piazza stated that he met with members of the EMS
squad, calculated the turn radius for the largest vehicle, and marked the road to determine what could be
done about the yellow curb. It was determined that 60% to 70% of the yellow curb could be “removed”
by painting it grey. The yellow curb would remain only in front of the side fence. Parking would be
allowed in front of her house. He feels this is a good compromise.

10. ORDINANCES - 15T Reading
** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 11, 2025 at which
time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance **

02025-14 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2025 SEWER UTILITY
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN THE
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $836,300
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $836,300 BONDS OR NOTES TO
FINANCE THE COST THEREOF

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X
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Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

Tabled at May 14, 2025 meeting

02025-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-17, SCHEDULE I, NO PARKING, OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO CREATE NO PARKING AREAS FOR
PHILLIPSBURG EMS SQUAD ON PROPSPECT STREET.

Motion to un-table 02025-12
ROLL CALL Motion Fails 1-4

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

o T -

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino X X

11. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

CP Marino stated that Resolution 2025-130 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE
EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT, BETWEEN THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG AND THE PHILLIPSBURG HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR POLICE SERVICES was
to be included in the Consent Agenda.

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2025-121 A RESOLUTION APPROVING 2024-2025 LIQUOR LICENSES WITHIN TOWN
OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-122 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF RENTAL REGISTRATION LATE
FEES

R2025-123 RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) — Youth Corp

R2025-124 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) — Clean Communities

R2025-125 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF
ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR PROFESSIONAL PLANNING SERVICES — Affordable
Housing Fourth Round Housing Element Update
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R2025-126 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH RT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. FOR SITE
INVESTIGATION ACTIVITIES OF BRAINARD STREET PARK

R2025-127 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH RT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. FOR
GROUND PENETRATING RADAR INVESTIGATION OF MERCER STREET PARK

R2025-128 AUTHORIZING THE NJ STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE OF ONE 2024 FORD
EXPEDITION XL 4 X4 FOR THE PHILLIPSBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT FROM CIOCCA
FORD OF FLEMINGTON IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $54,866.05

R2025-129 RESOLUTION CANCELLING GRANTS FOR COMPLETED AND INACTIVE
PROJECTS

R2025-130 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF
AGREEMENT, BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND THE PHILLIPSBURG
HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR POLICE SERVICES

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X
Council President Marino X

12. OLD BUSINESS - None

13. NEW BUSINESS — None

14. MOTIONS - Firefighter application — Tawny Lugo

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce

ol BT B B

Council President Marino
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15. PUBLIC PETITIONS — Ann Davis — after two extensions she received OPRA records she
requested, but they are not complete. Her request for GPA records asked for 2 vehicles, she only received
records on one, and her request for UEZ expenditures only cited the general account, i.e. “Payroll”, a date
and an amount, with no breakdown of what the funds were spent on. Ms. Davis said she had
communicated with the UEZ lady and will follow up with her. She will forward the records received to
Attorney Wenner who stated he will follow up on her OPRA request.

- Pamela Clark — Phillipsburg LEAD program — Phillipsburg LEAD program held a Mental Health
Awareness program today in Shappell Park at which they served about 50 people, connecting them with
local services. Hot dogs and water were also provided.

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Clark — wished Councilman Kennedy a Happy Birthday. Councilman Clark
recognized Vicki Mendez Branch’s work on the Juneteenth event and noted she is a driving force in town.
The Community Day of Action went well with Senator Andy Kim in attendance. Council members had
the opportunity to discuss many different issues with him. Regarding 02021-12, Councilman Clark
thanked Ms. Turner for attending tonight. He was not aware that she had not attended the meeting with
the Mayor and EMS members. He will continue to vote no to un-table 02025-12 and fully supports both
the EMS squad and the residents.

Councilman Kennedy — reminded everyone to check in on seniors and loved ones during the hot
summer months.

Councilman Saultz — there are many organizations working very hard to put on a ton of events in
town, from concerts to UEZ and Arts Association events. They are working to make the downtown
vibrant again. Councilman Saultz urged residents to attend these events, enjoy them, and help make the
area vibrant again.

Council Vice President Pierce — he attended the Juneteenth event which had a lot of vendors and
a very good turnout of people. Council VP Pierce also attended the Skate Park cleanup which also had a
good turnout, despite the heat. He thanked the pool staff for working hard in the heat and providing free
admission for Phillipsburg residents during the heatwave.

Council President Marino — thanked the Mayor, staff, and DPW for cleaning up the town and the
park. He thanked the Police Department for their work catching two “bad guys” who were not from
Phillipsburg. CP Marino asked resident to be careful as there are a lot of children playing outside in the
warm weather.

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION -

Motion to enter Executive Session at 6:32 pm

Council Vice President Pierce moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman Clark.
Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Attorney Wenner stated that no action will be taken.

Motion to return to Public Session at 6:46 pm.
Councilman Clark moved to return from Executive Session. Seconded by Council Vice President Pierce..
Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Attorney Wenner stated the topic discussed was the Cal Ripken field. No action was taken.

18. ADJOURNMENT 7: pm
Councilman Kennedy moved to adjourn. Seconded by Council Vice President Pierce.
Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



