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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
July 23,2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All

4. INVOCATION Led by CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL Present: Council Members Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz

Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — June 25, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
June 25, 2025 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X
7. BILL LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X
8. PUBLIC HEARING — Wastewater Treatment Plant — Proposed Emergent Conditions

Certification

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG - PUBLIC HEARING, Potential Sale of Wastewater System
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Ms. Megan Sartor of Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, Mr. Bryan Morris of Phoenix Advisors, and
Mr. Dennis Yoder of Remington & Vernick Engineering provided an overview of their
presentation:

. As a result of significant financial and technical issues concerning the Town’s wastewater system,
the Town has been exploring the idea of potentially selling the system to a private utility.

. Pursuant to the Water Infrastructure Protection Act (WIPA), if the NJDEP agrees that at least one
“emergent condition” (as defined under the statute) exists, the Town can sell the system to a
private utility company following a two-step procurement process (RFQ and RFP).

. Town’s Wastewater Engineer has concluded that 4 out of 5 emergent conditions exist.

. Town’s objective at this point is to move forward under the WIPA process to obtain proposals
from qualified private utility companies in order to evaluate the proposals and see if it makes
sense for the Town to sell.

. Selling the system would allow the Town to pay off all existing debt on the system as well as a
portion of the Town’s general debt, thus freeing up money in future budgets that could be
allocated to other important Town needs.

. The rates set by a private utility would be regulated by the NJ Board of Public Utilities (NJ BPU)
and, it would be anticipated that the purchaser would be able to spread the cost of acquiring the
system over its rate base throughout the State.

. By moving forward with the WIPA process, the Town is not committing to the sale of the system
and can terminate the process at any time prior to executing a sale contract.

Ms. Sartor started the hearing by stating this is a required hearing for the town to go through the WIPA
process. She presented the following:

The Town’s wastewater system is currently operated and maintained by a third-party contractor.

The Town has experienced significant financial and technical issues regarding the system over the past
several years, which has led the governing body to explore the idea of a potential sale of the
wastewater system.

Although the Town implemented a recent rate increase to cover some of the increased costs it has
incurred, significant future increases will be necessary if the Town continues to own and operate
the system.

As the Town Engineer and the Town’s Financial Consultant will describe in more detail, it is likely that
emergent conditions exist and that the Town would qualify to be eligible to sell the wastewater
system to a private utility company without a public referendum under a State law called WIPA,
which stands for the Water Infrastructure and Protection Act.

Pursuant to WIPA, if the Town demonstrates that it meets at least one of five emergent conditions, it can
sell its water or wastewater system to a private utility pursuant to a two-step procurement process.

The first step would be to issue a RFQ (Request for Qualifications) which would result in the Town
shortlisting qualified private utility companies that would be permitted to submit a proposal to
purchase the wastewater system.

The second step is that the Town would issue a RFP (Request for Proposals) to those shortlisted firms.

Once proposals are received, the Town would evaluate the proposals and determine whether it should
move forward with a sale.
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The Town is not obligated to sell the system and can abandon the WIPA process at any time prior to
executing a contract.

In addition, the sale would have to be approved by several State regulatory agencies including the
NIDEP, NJ BPU and the Division of Local Government Services. The procurement documents
would also have to be approved by the State Comptroller.

Town’s Wastewater Engineer (Remington and Vernick) prepared an Emergent Conditions Analysis
(available on Town website) which describes the four out of five emergent conditions that it
believes the wastewater system qualifies under.

Town hired an Independent Financial Advisor (Phoenix Advisors) to prepare a financial report detailing
how the rates would be affected by a sale and to value the system (report is available on Town
website).

Town passed a resolution on June 11, 2025 approving the independent financial advisor report .
Public hearing on the emergent conditions on July 23, 2025.

Following today’s public hearing, the Town will further consider the potential sale and whether it should
move forward with the process.

If it decides to move forward, the next step would be for the Town to pass a resolution certifying the
existence of at least one of the five emergent conditions.

That resolution along with several supporting documents have to be submitted to the NJDEP, NJBPU and
DLGS.

The NJDEP will have 30 days to review the Town’s WIPA application and determine whether it agrees
that at least one emergent condition exists.

If it does agree it will issue a certification to the Town, which certification will need to be published by
the Town.

After receiving approval of the procurement documents from the OSC, the Town would then proceed to
issue the RFQ/RFP.

If it determines that one of the proposals is beneficial to the Town, the Town will then enter into
negotiations with the most advantageous proposer. The final contract would have to be approved
by the State, and the proposed use of proceeds would also need to be approved.

Again, the Town is not committing to a sale at this point.

We are still in the early stages of the WIPA process and, the entire process involves significant input and
approvals from various regulatory bodies.

Mr. Morris presented the following:

Due to (i) the age of the System; (ii) the rising cost of third-party O&M contracting; (iii) the remediation
of EPA deficiencies/violations; and (iv) deferred capital investment, the System operates at a
deficit and is facing a 25-30% rate increase.

The Town has identified approximately $14 million of capital improvements required in the next three (3)
years to address the ACO and approximately $28 million of capital improvements required in the
next ten (10) years, for a total of $42 million.

The Town has explored various funding options, including Federal grants/loans, NJIB grants/loans and
Town bonds, to ensure the most cost-effective financing.
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Based on current projections, we estimate a 25-30% rate increase would be required by 2027 followed by
annual 4-7% rate increases annually thereafter.

Future DEP regulations, technical staffing concerns and ongoing capital costs will likely put further
upward pressure on rates.

If the Town were to sell the System, we conservatively estimate the sales price to be between $17 million
to $21 million. We utilize a three-prong valuation approach consisting of income capitalization,
replacement cost and market comparable methods.

Per State Law, the proceeds must be used to pay down existing debt, resulting in direct budgetary savings
to the Town.

Utilizing sale proceeds to pay off outstanding debt could generate annual budgetary savings of
approximately $1.2 million relative to the 2025 Budget.

Additionally, without a sale, we estimate that the Town’s sewer rates will exceed those of publicly
regulated utilities (i.e. Aqua, NJAW or Veolia) after implementation of the rate increases
discussed herein. Public utilities are regulated by the NJBPU, who must approve rate increases.
Following a sale, over time, the Town’s customers would be integrated into the public utility’s
rate base within the State.

Sewer Utility Debt = $10.4 million (projected as of 12/31/25)
General Capital Debt = $17.9 million (projected as of 12/31/25)
This includes both long-term bonded debt and short-term debt outstanding.

The estimated cost to pay off the Sewer Utility Debt is $9.7 million and the estimated cost to pay off the
General Capital Debt is $16.1 million ($25.8 million aggregate).

New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU):

Regulates critical utility services: electricity, gas, water, telecommunications, and cable.

Reviews and approves utility rate increases to ensure they are just and reasonable.

Enforces service quality standards to protect consumers from poor performance or neglect.
Promotes energy efficiency and clean energy programs that benefit ratepayers and the environment.
Division of Rate Counsel:

Independent state agency that represents the interests of utility consumers (residential, small business,
etc.).

Participates in BPU proceedings to challenge unjustified rate hikes proposed by utilities.

Analyzes utility financials to advocate for fair pricing and cost transparency.

Works to ensure affordable, reliable service—especially for vulnerable and low-income populations.
Together:

Act as a critical check on private utility companies’ profit-driven proposals.

Provide public accountability and legal expertise to protect ratepayers.

Help ensure ratepayers are not overcharged and receive safe, reliable service.
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Mr. Yoder presented the following:

In 2015, P.L. 2015, Chapter 18, cited as the Water Infrastructure Protection Act (WIPA) was enacted. The
WIPA established legislation which declared that the maintenance and operation of water and
wastewater treatment and conveyance systems is vital to ensure the protection of water quality
and clean drinking water in the State of New Jersey.

In addition, the legislature declared that there are public water and wastewater systems in the State which
present risks to the integrity of drinking water and the environment because of issues such as
aging infrastructure systems and deterioration of the physical assets of the system.

As such, the law identified and defined conditions in a public utility system which may be classified as an
“emergent condition”. An emergent condition for a utility system shall exist if the system meets
one (1) of the following five conditions as defined by the law. As described on the next slides,
conditions #2, #3, #4 and #5 are emergent conditions applying in part or fully to the Town of
Phillipsburg Wastewater System.

Emergent Condition #2: The owner of the system is a significant non-complier, as defined in P.L. 1977,
c.7 and has been the subject of formal enforcement action initiated by the Department or is
substantially out of compliance with an Administrative Consent Order, settlement agreement, or
judicial consent order entered with the department. The department is defined as the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP);

The Town is in receipt of EPA Administrative Compliance Order (ACO) CWA-02-2022-3002. This ACO
was issued for violations of CWA Sections 301 and 402, 33 U.S.C. 1311 and 1342 and for failing
to comply with the conditions and limitations of its New Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System Permit, No. NJ0024716 as described in their Compliance Evaluation Inspection Report
dated August 31, 2021. The Town is currently working to satisfy all outstanding items identified
in the ACO. While the Town has completed several of the items, including required submissions,
many of the required actions remain outstanding and require significant capital investments. The
ACO remains active. Emergent Condition #2 applies to the Town of Phillipsburg.

Emergent Condition #3: Addresses Systems which have outstanding deficiencies or violations for sewer
collections, conveyance or treatment of wastewater; or

Phillipsburg’s sewer collection and conveyance deficiencies are documented in the noted EPA
Administrative Compliance Order.

Emergent Condition #4: There is a demonstrated lack of historical investment, repair or sustainable
maintenance as determined by the department or material damage to the infrastructure of the
system; or

The historical lack of investment in the Town’s aged wastewater system has resulted in the EPA
inspection and the noted EPA Administrative Compliance Order.

Emergent Condition #5: The system owner lacks the financial, technical or managerial capacity to
adequately address any of the foregoing on a sustainable basis or own and operate the system in a
way that supports economic activity in the municipality on a sustainable basis.

The Financial Report supports the applicability of this condition for the Town of Phillipsburg.
Council President Marino opened the floor for public questions and comments.

-Joe Meyner — If the plant were sold the town could relieve its debt by a small amount but the sewer
system would still have to be fixed. The purchasing company would increase rates to cover the
cost of the repairs. It would be better to solve it ourselves. Ms. Sartor stated that a private
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company could spread any rate increase over the entire state rate base whereas, if the town were
to pay for the repairs, Phillipsburg residents’ rates would increase to cover the costs. Mr. Meyner
asked how a private company’s rate increases would compare to the proposed 25 — 30% increase
from the town. Mr. Morris stated that a private company has to get approval of rates from the
state and the town does not, so the town can raise rates higher and faster than a private company.
The 25 — 30% increase by 2027 combined with the 4-7% annual increases after that would result
in an aggregate rate increase about doubled over the next ten years. Mr. Morris stated that a side-
by-side comparison of rates cannot be done until RFP’s are reviewed. Mayor Piazza stated that he
does not know if the town could borrow enough money to cover all the required repairs. He added
that the sewer system is still being invested in and this hearing is a small incremental step in the
process. Attorney Wenner stated that many of Mr. Meyner’s questions would be better asked
down the road if the Council decides to continue with the process. The presentation and hearing
tonight are to help educate the public on the WIPA process. The town is not even remotely close
to selling the system.

-Resident — asked Mr. Yoder to clarify “one quarter of the allotment is flowing into the Delaware”. Mr.
Yoder stated that means the plant is running very well. The resident asked what guarantee there is
that a private company would continue to run the plant this well? Ms. Sartor replied that it can be
included in the RFP and can be a condition of the sales contract.

-Peggy Gallos, Executive Director Association of Environmental Authorities (AEA) — AEA gets involved
in similar situations in order to educate the public. She stated she was impressed with the
presentation and the openness of the Town Council and its professionals. Ms. Gallos
recommended getting rate comparisons from every bidder for 10 years out. She noted that other
plant purchases in other towns impact rates. She distributed a booklet from the organization to
Council members.

No additional members of the public had questions. Council President Marino closed the public comment
period and opened the floor to Council members questions and comments.

-Councilman Clark — With the 30% rate increase and annual 4-7% increases, at what point would the debt
be paid off and at what percentage does the annual increase tap out? Mr. Morris stated using
generalized numbers about 12 years. Debt service stabilizes after 8-9 years. Large rate increases
would be applied in the beginning and smaller increases in later years. Councilman Clark asked if
the process is started now, how long would it take to complete. Ms. Sartor stated generally 1 % to
2 years. Councilman Clark asked if the $14 million in immediate capital improvements and $28
million in additional capital improvements over the next 10 years are just for the plant or do these
costs include the pipes and the service districts. Mr. Yoder stated the costs are for the plant, and
that the plant is not responsible for the maintenance of the pipes system. He added that the $14
million over the next 5 years is through EPA commitments and that principle forgiveness could
decrease that number. Regarding Mr. Meyner’s question about rate comparisons, Councilman
Clark asked if there is any recourse for the town to provide relief to residents facing a rate hike.
Just because a private entity is regulated by BPU does not mean rates won’t be increased. Ms.
Sartor stated the buyer can be held to a 5 or 10 year binding rate schedule.

-Councilman Kennedy — With the sale of the plant the town would lose all control of it and sewer rates.
Given the condition of the system, a private entity could justify a rate increase to the BPU.
Private companies usually want to make a profit.

- Councilman Saultz — This is a difficult decision and a long reaching decision. We will have to take this
step by step, look at the proposals, and see what the numbers show.
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- Council Vice President Pierce — asked which emergent condition is the best to move forward with. Mr.
Yoder replied #4 sewer collection and #2. CVP Pierce asked if the capital improvements included
pipes? How much would they cost to replace? Mr. Yoder stated $120 million for plant repairs and
pipe replacement. CVP Pierce asked if there are any costs for the WIPA program. Ms. Sartor
stated no, and the town can withdraw at any time.

- Council President Marino — noted that Council would have to approve moving forward with the WIPA
program. Taxpayers cannot afford a big rate increase. CP Marino asked if the town does not sell
the plant but cannot borrow the money to make the repairs, are there any penalties from the
federal government? Mr. Yoder stated that there is an EPA ordered compliance schedule and the
town could be fined if that is not followed.

Council President Marino closed the hearing at 6:57 pm.

Town Attorney Wenner stated that a resolution can be prepared for the August Council meeting to begin
the process.

9. PROCLAMATION - Juneteenth — Ready by CP Marino

WHEREAS: Juneteenth, also known as Emancipation Day, symbolizes the end of slavery and
commemorates the reading of Abraham Lincoln’s General order on June 19, 1865, in Texas,
which announced the freeing of slaves.

WHEREAS: On Juneteenth, may we celebrate the essence of freedom that galvanized the country, the
progress we have made in our Nation, and all that is possible when we march forward together.
May we all commit to redeeming the very soul of America — choosing love over hate, unity over
division, and progress over retreat.

WHEREAS: Celebration of the end of slavery, which became known as Juneteenth, is the oldest known
public celebration of the end of slavery in the United States.

WHEREAS: The word “Juneteenth” is a Black English contraction, or portmanteau, of the month “June”
and the date “Nineteenth.” Juneteenth celebrates the date of June 19, 1865, when enslaved people
of African descent located in Galveston, Texas, finally learned of their freedom from the slavery
system in the United States.

WHEREAS: On a larger scale, celebration of Juneteenth reminds each of us of the precious promises of
freedom, equality, and opportunity, which are the core of the American Dream.

WHEREAS: Juneteenth became a Federal Holiday in the U.S. in 2021 but has been celebrated in Texas
since 1866. As time passed, communities in their states also started to mark the day.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved: That on June 19, 2025, The Mayor and Governing Body of the Town of
Phillipsburg recognize this day as Juneteenth Day.

10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS -

-Diane Turner - 02025-12- Ms. Turner stated that no one talked to her about this ordinance. She asked if
the allowed parking extends past the driveway. Attorney Wenner stated that the amended ordinances
reduces the no parking section front of the house so that in front of the house and about 15 feet closer to
the Emergency Squad building will not be restricted. Ms. Turner stated the no parking area is about 25
feet from the driveway. Tim O’Brien, Town Engineer (audience) stated that the amended ordinance
allows parking in front of the house but not by the driveway or the corners. Mayor Piazza stated that
vehicles turning left out of the station must make a wide turn into the left lane and require the space to do
SO..
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11. ORDINANCES -2"! Reading and Public Hearing
02025-14 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2025 SEWER UTILITY
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN THE
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $836,300
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $836,300 BONDS OR NOTES TO
FINANCE THE COST THEREOF

No public comments
CVP Pierce noted that these repairs have to be made whether we keep the system or decide to
pursue the WIPA program, in order to keep us in compliance and avoid any fines.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

o] B B B

Council President Marino

12. ORDINANCES - 1ST Reading
** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 27, 2025 at which time
any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance **

Tabled at May 14, 2025 meeting
02025-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 67-17, SCHEDULE I, NO PARKING, OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO CREATE NO PARKING AREAS FOR
PHILLIPSBURG EMS SQUAD ON PROPSPECT STREET.
Attorney Wenner stated that this ordinance was tabled at the May 14, 2025 meeting. He read the title and
first section of the ordinance. A motion to untable the ordinance is required.

Motion to un-table 02025-12
ROLL CALL Motion passed 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

o] B ] B I B

Council President Marino

Motion to approve 02025-12
ROLL CALL Motion passed 5-0
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Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

Attorney Wenner stated that in order to clarify, the ordinance, if approved, would codify no parking and
he read the street names, sides, and footage specifications indicated in the ordinance.

Discussion — Councilman Clark stated that in the attached pictures the entire curb in front of Ms. Turner’s
residence is painted yellow. The curb should not have been painted prior to the ordinance being passed.
The yellow curb must be painted over. Councilman Clark also stated that the town should have reached
out to Ms. Turner. He feels this ordinance is a good compromise.

-Councilman Saultz — Thanked the administration and EMS for working this out.

-CVP Pierce — stated he understands the need for a safe turning radius for the EMS vehicles. He thanked
the administration and EMS for coming together on this.

-CP Marino — stated he supports the ordinance because EMS is happy with it. He thanked the Mayor and
EMS.

02025-13A AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 625-5 ZONING MAP AND ZONE
DESIGNATION FOR BLOCK 1411 LOTS 32, 33 AND 34

ROLL CALL Motion passed S-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

No Council Discussion. Attorney Wenner asked Acting Clerk Turner to forward a copy to the Land Use
Board for Consistency Review.

02025-15 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING 447 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

ROLL CALL Motion passed 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
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Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

o] ] BT

Council President Marino

No Council Discussion.

13.

RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

Attorney Wenner stated that Resolution 2025-131 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 12 MONTH
EXTENSION OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE TOWN
OF PHILLIPSBURG AND NORWESCAP PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED BY RESOLUTION
2024-19 had been removed from the agenda.

R2025-132 AUTHORIZING THE NJ STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE OF FOUR 2024
FORD ESCAPES FOR THE PHILLIPSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT FROM CIOCCA
FORD OF FLEMINGTON IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $114,360.00

R2025-133 AUTHORIZING THE MCCPC COOPERATIVE PURCHASE OF 2025 FORD
INTERCEPTORS FOR THE PHILLIPSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT FROM NIELSEN
FORD IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $96,047.10

R2025-134 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR THE Town
of Phillipsburg for Storm Sewer System Rehabilitation PROJECT TO CROSSROADS PAVING

R2025-135 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO A CONTRACT
WITH CROSSROADS PAVING FOR Town of Phillipsburg for Storm Sewer System
Rehabilitation

R2025-136 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING THE CONTRACT TO REMINGTON & VERNICK
ENGINEERS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR WASTEWATER
CONVEYANCE IMPROVEMENTS — REGION 3 SEWER REPAIRS PROJECT

R2025-137 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING THE CONTRACT TO REMINGTON & VERNICK
ENGINEERS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE PURPOSES OF
ROOF REPLACEMENT OF THE BIO MAG BUILDING AND GRIT SCREENING
BUILDING

R2025-138 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING THE CONTRACT TO REMINGTON & VERNICK
ENGINEERS FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE REPLACEMENT
OF THE RIVERSIDE WAY PUMP STATION PROJECT
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R2025-139 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY APPROVING THE WILL SERVE REQUEST OF POHATCONG TOWNSHIP
FOR BLOCK 38, LOT 1

R2025-140 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-141 A RESOLUTION APPROVING 2025-2026 LIQUOR LICENSE WITHIN TOWN
OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-142 GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT

R2025-143 AUTHORIZING THE BID THRESHOLD AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3

R2025-144 RESOLUTION IMPOSING LIEN FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES

R2025-145 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FOR VARIOUS
COMPLETED PROJECTS

R2025-146 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO A CONTRACT
WITH DUMOR CONTRACTING, INC FOR TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG FOR HUDSON
STREET PHASE 3 IMPROVEMENTS

R2025-147 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO A CONTRACT
WITH DUMOR CONTRACTING, INC FOR TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG FOR HUDSON
STREET PHASE 2 IMPROVEMENTS

R2025 -148 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY
RIDER TO THE BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG FOR ANTICIPATED
REVENUE DERIVED FROM THE COLLECTION OF DONATIONS OF FUNDS FOR
POLICE EQUIPMENT PURPOSES.

R2025-149 RESOLUTION ADOPTING A STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION
PLAN

R2025-150 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR THE ADOPTION OF A COMPLETE STREETS FOR ALL
POLICY

R2025-151 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF
ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR EPA STORMWATER PROJECT PHASE 1 & 2

R2025-152 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH Di CARA RUBINO
ARCHITECTS FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

R2025-153 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DIRECTING THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG JOINT LAND
USE BOARD TO UNDERTAKE AN UPDATE TO THE TOWN’S MUNICIPAL
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 7:8-4.2
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R2025-154 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING THE CHANGE ORDER NO. 1
DECREASING/CREDITING THE COST OF THE CONTRACT VALUE BY TWO
THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN DOLLARS ($2,987.00) AND
CHANGE ORDER NO. 2, INCREASING THE COST OF THE CONTRACT VALUE BY
TEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX DOLLARS, FOR ATOTAL
NET INCREASE IN CONTRACT PRICE OF SEVEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
AND NINE DOLLARS ($7, 809.00) TO FIRE AND SAFETY SERVICES OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD, NEWJERSEY FOR THE ORIGINAL PURCHASE OF ONE PIERCE
SABER FIRE PUMPER IN THE AMOUNT OF $760,208.33

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

o] B ] I I B

Council President Marino

14. OLD BUSINESS - None

15. NEW BUSINESS — Councilman Clark asked for clarification on how these people were chosen,
especially the two residents? Can it be publicized?
- CVP Pierce — stated he would like to work with Council and the administration to re-start the
Citizens Advisory Board.

16. MOTIONS - Phillipsburg Housing Authority Appointment— Shawn Vanwhy —
CP Marino stated that this is a reappointment of Ms. Vanwhy who is a tenant. No other tenants
applied. Councilman Clark asked if an application was submitted as he would have like to have
seen it. CP Marino did not receive an application but he received her recommendation for
reappointment from the Director of the Housing Authority.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
X

Council President Marino
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17. PUBLIC PETITIONS - Joe Meyner — From 6:00 to 7:00 pm on the third Tuesday of this month
he will hold an informal gathering at 394 South Main Street where 6 Police officer and citizens will
discuss any concerns. He hopes this will help create familiarity between the police and Phillipsburg
citizens.
-Jennifer Andrews — concerning the stops signs installed on Summit Ave, especially the one at Raymond
St, she was told that multiple residents had expressed concerns about child safety but no one with whom
she spoke had voiced concerns or knew of any safety concerns. There were no petitions circulated in the
area. She asked if other suggestions were taken into consideration, were the stop signs requested or were
they installed just to address speeding? The email she received with the traffic study attached stated that
the data does not factor into the placement of the signs. The installation of the sign at Raymond St caused
the loss of 5 or 6 parking spaces. She does not feel the stop sign at Raymond St is needed. Ms. Andrews
added that the Citizens Advisory Board is a good idea and should include property owners, renters, and
experts from different areas of town.
-Pam Clark — Phillipsburg LEAD — in the last two weeks they have helped 22 people by providing a
variety of services which included working with people who were evicted, with probation officers to
bring people to their court dates, with the DA on addiction cases, helping homeless individuals with
housing applications, and others obtain full time employment, assisting with child custody cases, and
obtaining ID’s.

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Clark — last Friday the walk with Police event was amazing and it was wonderful to
see the children interacting positively with the officers. He thanked Chief Goodell, NORWESCAP, and
the Housing Authority. Community engagement strengthens trust and impacts criminality on the streets.

Councilman Kennedy — he attended Rock N Rail festival and a ribbon cutting for The Crafting
Studio. He reminded residents of the concert series in Shappell Park every Tuesday night and the Farmers
Market every Sunday.

Councilman Saultz — The alert sent out last night about a missing teenager ended well with her
being located safely.

Council Vice President Pierce — commended CFO Merlo on receiving a “no formal findings”
comment on the audit. This is quite an accomplishment and shows fiscal responsibility.

Council President Marino — stated residents have been alerted to the closure of two turnarounds
on Route 22 East by NJDOT. The Post office parking lot is not included in these closures. He has
submitted an OPRA request for records pertaining to this and will share the results when they are
received.

19. EXECUTIVE SESSION — None

20. ADJOURNMENT 7:34 pm
Councilman Kennedy moved to adjourn. Seconded by Council Vice President Pierce.
Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



