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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

September 10, 2025 — 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:00 PM   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT   Read by CVP Pierce  

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     All 

4. ROLL CALL  Present: Council Members Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz 

   Also Present: Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner  

 

5.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 6:01 PM 

Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is Attorney/Client Privilege Property 

Redevelopment. 

 Councilman Clark moved to Enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy. 

 Ayes: 5, Nayes: 0, Absent: 0, Abstain: 0. Motion carries.  

  

Motion to return to Public Session 6:23 PM. Councilman Clark moved to return from Executive 

Session. Seconded by CVP Pierce. 

 Ayes: 5, Nayes: 0, Absent: 0, Abstain: 0. Motion carries.  
 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  August 27, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

        

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

7. BILL LIST 
 

  ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    
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8. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS  -  

 -Joe Meyner – O2025-17 and R2025-175 – The best location and cheapest option for a Town Hall 

is the Corliss Avenue property. He stated this is a lost cause and has been ridiculous since day 1. He asked 

Council to think it through. On R2025-169 Mr. Meyner asked if this is in order to get grants to work on 

the sewer system. Attorney Wenner recounted the WIPA hearing held in July and explained that this 

resolution is the next step in the WIPA process. Mr. Meyner stated he is opposed to the sale of the sewer 

system. 

 - Dan Boyce – asked for an explanation of check #3289 for $17,833. Attorney Wenner stated it is 

payment to Defense Council to defend the town in a lawsuit. Mr. Boyce asked if this is the 2nd or 3rd 

lawsuit and is there any possibility of a payout. Attorney Wenner stated it was not the 3rd and there is 

always the possibility of a payout. 
 

9. ORDINANCES –2nd Reading and Public Hearing 

O2025-13A AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 625-5 ZONING MAP AND 

ZONE DESIGNATION FOR BLOCK 1411 LOTS 32, 33 AND 34 

Public Comments – None 

Council Comments – Councilman Kennedy asked that the location of the property be explained to 

the public. Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience) stated it is the site of The Learning Center at the 

intersection of Stockton and Chambers Street, comprised of two lots currently zoned residential. 

It will be re-zoned to a business oriented zone. This will allow for any future expansion of the 

building. 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

10. ORDINANCES – 1st Reading 

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 24, 2025 at which 

time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance ** 

O2025-17 BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 2019-07 

HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED MAY 7, 2019, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NUMBER 

2021-05 HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED FEBRUARY 16, 2021, IN ORDER TO REVISE THE 

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMPROVEMENTS SET FORTH THEREIN 

Council comments - None 

ROLL CALL        Motion passed 5-0 

          

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
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Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

11.  RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  
  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

CP Marino stated there are two additional resolutions walked on which will be voted on 

separately from the Consent Agenda vote. 

R2025-185 RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2025-159, AUTHORIZING 

PAYOUT OF ACCRUED SICK, VACATION AND COMPENSATORY LEAVE FOR 

SERGEANT KEVIN CYPHERS, TO CORRECT THE COMPENSATION AMOUNT 

PROVIDED TO SERGEANT KEVIN CYPHERS 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz X  X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

R2025-186 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES 

AGREEMENT FOR INSPECTION SERVICES BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

AND THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

Attorney Wenner stated that the agreement is for an initial 3 month term that can be extended and 

this will extend it an additional month to October 31, 2025. He noted that Section 4 of the 

agreement was amended to read $26,395.40 for the terms of the agreement. 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    
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Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 

R2025-169 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG CERTIFYING THE  

EXISTENCE OF EMERGENT CONDITIONS PURSUANT TO THE WATER 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION ACT, N.J.S.A 58:30-1 et seq. (WIPA) 

 

R2025-170 RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING ACTING MUNICIPAL CLERK 

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:9-133 

 

R2025-172 RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO Dan Swayze & Son, Inc 

THROUGH THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL CO-OP FOR 

ROAD STRIPING 

 

R2025-173 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

 

R2025-174 RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE STATE HOUSE COMMISSION PRE-

APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION FOR DISPOSAL OF PREVIOUSLY DISPOSED OF LANDS NOW KNOWN 

AS BLOCK 2425 LOTS 1-10 

 

R2025-175 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DIRECTING THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG COMBINED 

PLANNING BOARD TO UNDERTAKE A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION TO 

DETERMINE WHETHER THE PROPOSED STUDY AREA, BLOCK 506 LOT 1 (675 

CORLISS AVENUE) QUALIFIES AS AN AREA IN NEED OF NON-CONDEMNATION 

REDEVELOPMENT PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12A ET SEQ. 

 

R2025-176 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND 

FOR SOUTH STATE, INC. 

 

R2025-177 RESOLUTION REJECTING ALL BIDS FOR THE SOUTH MAIN MID-BLOCK  

CROSSWALK IMPROVEMENTS 

 

R2025-178 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, LLC FOR  

ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR HUDSON STREET PHASE 4 IMPROVEMENTS 

 

R2025-179 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH RT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. FOR SITE 

INVESTIGATION ACTIVITIES FOR 441 HECKMAN STREET (DPW COMPLEX) 

 

R2025-180 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH RT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. FOR SITE 

INVESTIGATION ACTIVITIES FOR BRAINARD STREET PARK 

 

R2025-181 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX 

OVERPAYMENTS DUE TO OVERBILLING 
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R2025-182 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX SALE DEPOSITS 

 

R2025-183 AUTHORIZING THE NJ STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE OF EMERGENCY 

LIGHTING AND EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION FOR FIRE VEHICLES FROM EAST 

COAST LIGHTING IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $23,154.10 

 

R2025-184 AUTHORIZING THE NJ STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE OF EMERGENCY 

LIGHTING AND EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION FOR POLICE VEHICLES FROM ELITE 

VEHICLE SOLUTIONS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $19,395.40 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Pierce  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

Pulled from Consent Agenda by Councilman Kennedy- 

R2025-171 AUTHORIZING THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL  

PURCHASE OF VEHICLES FROM COCCIA FORD OF FLEMINGTON IN AN  

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $131,858.00  

 

Discussion – Councilman Kennedy stated that months ago council approved the purchase of 

several DPW vehicles. DPW now wants to purchase two more pickup trucks for $131,858. Even 

though the money is budgeted, we don’t have to spend it. Councilman Kennedy would like the 

opportunity to check the condition of the trucks DPW wants to replace and determine if it is an 

absolute necessity to buy them now. Councilman Kennedy moved to table R2025-171. 

 

ROLL CALL - Table R2025-171     Motion Carries  3-2  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark  X X   
 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

X  
 

Council President Marino   
 

X   

 

CP Marino stated he voted no because no one should question a motor vehicle expert on the 

condition of a vehicle. He will go with the judgement of the people in charge of the vehicles. 

 

12. NEW BUSINESS – Councilman Clark stated he would like the opinion of the Town Attorney 

regarding recent videos posted on social media by the Mayor and if they are a violation of state law or 
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statute in as such that the political initiative is being taken by the Mayor in Town Hall/Town property and 

he may be using his position for political reasons. The videos attacked him and Councilman Kennedy and 

stated both were up for re-election. Attorney Wenner stated he has not seen the videos and therefor can 

only speak generally. This is not a local issue and Council does not have the authority to discipline or take 

action against the Mayor and/or Town Council members as they are not considered employees of the 

Town for purposes of rules and regulations. This matter should be reviewed at the State level.  

 Councilman Clark noted that there is a Social Media Policy for Town Employees but none for 

Elected Officials. He moved to have social media guidelines for elected officials drafted and approved. 

CVP Pierce stated that some social media policies have been challenged  and struck down as an 

infringement on 1st amendment rights. If we did do a set of guidelines it would be unconstitutional and 

drain our resources. Councilman Clark stated we would have to make sure the guidelines are 

constitutional. 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Fails 2-3  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Kennedy  X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 
 

X   

Council Vice President Pierce  
 

 
 

X  
 

Council President Marino   
 

X   

  

 

 -CP Marino informed residents that  JCP&L is distributing flyers about the installation of  new  

smart meters. 

 

13.  OLD BUSINESS – CP Marino stated he sent an OPRA to the State of New Jersey for records 

pertaining to the turn arounds on Route 22. The response he received was “Based on the 

information you provided the records you have requested do not exist in our files. Therefor this 

request is denied”. He asked how the state could not have records. 
 

14. MOTIONS – None 
 

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS – 

 -Dr. Joel Davis Brown – the closed U-turns on route 22 have caused problems by increasing drive 

times and increasing traffic on side streets which make driving conditions in town more dangerous. He 

understands this is in the hands of the NJDOT. He asked that Council contact NJDOT and recommend 

increasing the signage and reopening some of the U-turns. 

 -Jennifer –regarding the closing of the U-turns, people are not using the right turn for U-turns 

after the light at Bates St but are turning onto Bates St and doing K-turns. She recommends making Bates 

St one-way. 

 -Erik Waldren – The town has been relatively peaceful and quiet until this summer when there 

was a drastic spike in violent crimes. He and others do not want to raise their families here. The town has 

taken steps such as the Marshall’s Program and community outreach. He recommends combining youth 

intervention programs with ordinances holding parents accountable for their children’s violent actions 

with fines or jail time.  

 -Joe Meyner – Do not sell the sewer program with regulations that guarantee the owner income.. 

A private owner would collect fees to pay off repairs and maintenance of the plant because they are 

allowed to make a profit. He offered a sort of an apology. He interrupted with what he thought was an 

important rule of order. He is not attacking anyone’s integrity. The agenda puts things in order. After a 
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motion is voted on, a second motion would be needed to ask a question on it. You have to follow the rules 

of order. 

-Dan Boyce – in response to Councilman Clark’s comments on the Mayor’s videos. It is ironic 

that the Support for Phillipsburg Facebook page is filled with nontruthful posts. How can one person be 

nontruthful and the other, who is also nontruthful, complains about the other one? How is it okay for one 

to lie and not okay for the other one to lie? 

-Dr. Joel Davis Brown- related to the earlier comments on violent crime. What method of 

intervention to reduce violence will be used? Since the 1960’s punishment was the primary source to 

prevent crime, which hasn’t worked. We must invest in and support our youth, making sure they are 

educated, cared for, engaged, and uplifted. We must look at innovative approaches to rehabilitate our 

youth.  

 

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 
  

Councilman Clark – reminded the public that tomorrow is the 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at 

9:00 am at Shappell Park. Please come out and share support for families and first responders. 

Councilman Kennedy – regarding Dr. Brown’s comments on the Route 22 U-turns, he asked if 

NJDOT can be contacted and have a representative attend a Council meeting in order to explore 

alternatives such as changing the Bates St Cloverleaf or traffic light timing. CP Marino asked Acting 

Clerk Turner to contact NJDOT. Councilman Kennedy stated that the events of 9/11 are forever burned in 

your soul and asked residents to attend the ceremony. 

 Councilman Saultz – when 9/11 occurred, he lived in the area and watched as the second plane hit 

the towers. It still haunts him. He encouraged everyone who can to attend the ceremony and remember all 

who passed that day. Regarding the Rt. 22 U-turns, for the last two weeks he has been travelling to the 

Bates St/ Memorial Parkway intersection, at different times of day, to watch the traffic. He has not seen 

all of the issues people are bringing up. He agreed an alternative would be nice and is in favor of a 

NJDOT representative checking the traffic and attending a meeting. 

 Council Vice President Pierce – lives not far from Bates St. and  he has seen worse congestion 

than there is now. CVP Pierce stated the administration has been working with the NJDOT and would 

like them to attend a meeting. Unfortunately, he will not be able to attend the 9/11 ceremony due to work. 

He remembers where he was and the effect it had on everyone. He encourage residents to reach out to 

family and friends and let them know how much you love them. New flagpoles were installed in Shappell 

Park. Regarding resolution 2025-171, CVP Pierce stated we need to replace the old, outdated DPW 

vehicles. One of the new trucks is to be used for plowing. Whatever we can do to help make their jobs 

easier, we should do. Regarding social media guidelines, he agrees they are a great idea but he feels the 

taxpayers deserve to have Council work on more pressing issues, ones that haven’t been properly 

addressed for 40 years. He has been going to the municipal building twice a month to work with the 

administration on some of these issues to help bring them to Council. 

 Council President Marino – shared his memory of 9/11. CP Marino also stated we have so many 

Recreation facilities in town that are underutilized. He asked Matt Noel to present his report. 

 

17. REPORT – Matt Noel, Deputy Director of Municipal Services, DPW, Recreation – DPW is 

doing a great job. They have a daily “to-do” list. Two of the four firehouses have been upgraded with 

LED lighting. On Columbus Avenue, a gate has been installed in the fence around Warren Chemical to 

allow DPW access. An exhaust fan is being installed at the armory to help disperse any exhaust fumes. 

The Pool had a good season with good attendance. There were several bad weather days and a few free 

admission days due to the excessive heat so the revenue is lower this year: $105,000 in 2025, $139,000 in 

2024, $112,000 in 2023. Mr. Noel questioned keeping the pool open after Labor Day as they had several 

days with zero attendance. 

 He has received 3 vendor quotes for playground equipment at Bentley Park and would like to put up a 

“Coming Soon” banner with pictures of the equipment. Bathrooms at the Green St park and fields at the 

Mercer St park are being worked on. The tennis and volleyball courts at the Green St park will be 

demolished. Grant money will be used for trees and benches. The basketball courts will be replaced with 

two pickleball courts, a basketball court and a play area. Grant money will be used to purchase 
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playground equipment for Mercer St Park. Plans to upgrade the bathrooms at Walters Park are being 

revisited. The ladies room is open with porta johns also available. He is waiting for a cost analysis of 

keeping the existing ladies room, adding a storage area and another section for the men’s room. Since 

putting in a portable mound, Walters Park is being used more by softball and baseball teams. They really 

enjoy playing under the lights.  
  

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION – 7:10 PM 

Attorney Wenner stated the topic to be discussed is Attorney/Client Privilege. 

 Councilman Clark moved to Enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman Kennedy. 

 Ayes: 5, Nayes: 0, Absent: 0, Abstain: 0. Motion carries.  

  

Motion to return to Public Session 7:22 PM. Councilman Clark moved to return from Executive 

Session. Seconded by CVP Pierce. 

 Ayes: 5, Nayes: 0, Absent: 0, Abstain: 0. Motion carries.  

 
 

19. ADJOURNMENT 7:23 pm 
 Councilman Kennedy moved to adjourn. Seconded by Council Vice President Pierce. 

Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 


