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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
September 24, 2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION By CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL Present: Council Members Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz
Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - September 10, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
September 10, 2025 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X
7. BILL LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

8. MAYOR’S REPORT
Hunt, Fish Feed Community Dinner Event

This past Monday we had the privilege of attending a truly unique and impactful event— the
Hunt, Fish, Feed community dinner on September 22nd. Hosted in partnership with Comcast,
Norwescap, and the Phillipsburg Housing Authority, the evening focused on fighting hunger in
an innovative way: using wild game, in this case venison tacos, to provide a hearty meal for local
residents. It was not just about the food—it was a wonderful social event where different
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agencies could connect, exchange updates, and have important, casual conversations that don't
always happen in structured meetings. It was an honor to be part of it, and I hope to see this idea
continue in the future.

Redevelopment at 540 Marshall Street (Norton's Complex)

We've also received many questions about the status of the redevelopment at the former Norton's
complex at 540 Marshall Street. Progress is indeed happening. Soil and erosion control testing is
complete, final plans are being submitted, and work on water and sewer connection requirements
is underway. While it may seem slow, I assure you the developers are taking all the necessary
steps by the book. This long-awaited project is moving forward.

Comcast Expansion in Phillipsburg

We recently held a preconstruction meeting with Comcast, signaling the start of infrastructure
work to bring their services to Phillipsburg. Crews will begin with underground utility
preparation before transitioning to above-ground pole work. Service will be available sooner
than you think. We also appreciate Comcast's involvement in our community events—they've
already shown a commitment to becoming a true community partner.

Upcoming Paving Projects

Tilcon will soon begin major paving work throughout town, with operations scheduled to start in mid-
October. Their final schedule will be posted on our town website, social media pages, and shared through
press releases to keep residents fully informed. We're excited to get this long-awaited work underway.

This Weekend: 4th Annual Phillipsburg Railroad Festival

And finally, don't miss the 4th Annual Phillipsburg Railroad Festival happening this

Saturday! Organized by Aaron Coleman, the Phillipsburg Downtown Association, and an
incredible team of passionate volunteers and railroad groups, this event celebrates our

town's deep railroading history and is always a crowd favorite. Bring the family out and enjoy everything
this great festival has to offer.

Thank you for your continued support and civic pride.

Mayor Randy S. Piazza Jr.

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS -

-Joe Meyner —R2025-197 — Mr. Meyner asked how much sewer is left for the town. More and
more capacity is being sold off which causes trouble in the system. It periodically goes to zero and then
miraculously we have more. Attorney Wenner stated that the development in R2025-197 is located in
Pohatcong and their allocation is affected, not Phillipsburg’s. Each of the sending districts has a reserve to
utilize as they wish. Mr. Meyner asked if the capacity of the plant will go up to cover it. Mayor Piazza
stated the plant is not at capacity. Each municipality has an allotment of capacity and all of them do not
use up the total capacity of the plant. Mr. Meyner wants to know the capacity of the system and how close
we are to it. Mayor Piazza believes it is in the high 60%’s or low 70%’s. He will get the information.

-Josh Winisko — 02025-16 Citizens’ Advisory Committee — asked how members should be
selected to ensure fairness. The Open Space and Recreation Committees were purged and repopulated
with loyalists. The Library Board was gutted, one member who had served for decades was pushed out.
All people appointed by the Mayor are also members of the local Republican Party Committee. This
undermines at the appearance of impartiality. What safeguards are there to prevent this from happening
again? What is the purpose for the Citizens’ Advisory Board? It sounds like an election year gambit. It
will point residents to another level of bureaucracy, making government less responsive. Mayor Piazza
stated that the Recreation and Open Space Committees were repopulated and are getting work done and
bringing in new ideas. The Recreation Director is attending meetings along with outside agencies for
events like Halloween and Christmas Tree lighting. CVP Pierce stated that residents want their voices
heard without politics involved, and they are ecstatic about this.. Residents do not want board members
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picked based on political party. This Board is a start, allowing things to be put into place. It is not a
perfect fix, but can be changed if needed.

10. ORDINANCES -2"! Reading and Public Hearing
02025-16 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE PHILLIPSBURG
TOWN CODE TO REPEAL SECTION 360-10 ENTITLED “CITIZENS’ ADVISORY
COMMITTEE” OF CHAPTER 360 — LAND USE PROCEDURES — AND TO CREATE
CHAPTER 220 ENTITLED “CITIZENS’ ADVISORY BOARD”

Public Comments — Dan Boyce — This Board is needed. It is open to everyone all across town
allowing people to share criticisms, comments and ideas.

Council Comments — Councilman Clark stands by his original vote of no. He does not see what
this committee will do. We need an open and transparent process with residents coming to
Council meetings to speak up. The time allotment can be changed to allow more than 3 minutes.
We have other committees where residents can get involved, with vacancies that are proving hard
to fill. This is not practical.

Councilman Saultz — shares CVP Pierce’s sentiment. He has heard from so many residents that
we need a better forum to express ideas, something not as formal as Council meetings. This has
strong support among residents as it brings the voices of the people to the administration and
Council.

Councilman Kennedy — is against this. People want public input and Council meetings are public
meetings and people can be given more time to speak. Residents can contact Council members
and the administration directly. He is concerned it will lead to political appointments. Just look at
the Open Space and Recreation Committees.

CP Marino — will support this. We have a diverse town, there are a lot of newcomers, and
residents have a lot of good ideas. This will give everyone an opportunity to discuss town matters.

CVP Pierce — bringing up the political appointments shows that negativity is the first thing on
some people’s minds. We currently have nothing in place. We are not helping residents or
bringing people into town. Three minutes at a Council meeting is not solving problems. And
Council cannot change things like the administration can. This board can serve as a segue from
residents concerns to Council. When people come to Council meetings, it is usually to complain
about what is wrong, not to ask “How can I help?” This board, along with the new “I am
interested in” form will allow people to participate. The Town has to start somewhere.

Mayor Piazza — regarding political appointments on other boards, he stated that he had the
opportunity to fill almost every seat on the Open Space and Recreation Committee Boards and on
the Land Use Board. The Open Space and Recreation boards were not even meeting. Everyone
who was on those boards who wanted to be reappointed was. Only one person was removed from
the Land Use Board because of attendance, all the others were reappointed because they were
doing good jobs. It all comes down to how good a job they’re doing and how they function as a
board.

ROLL CALL Motion passed 3-2

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark X
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Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

02025-17 BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 2019-07
HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED MAY 7, 2019, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE
NUMBER 2021-05 HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED FEBRUARY 16, 2021, IN ORDER
TO REVISE THE DESCRIPTION OF THE IMPROVEMENTS SET FORTH THEREIN

No public comments
No Council comments

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

o] B B I

Council President Marino

11. RESOLUTION - Tabled at September 10, 2025 meeting

R2025-171 AUTHORIZING THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL
PURCHASE OF VEHICLES FROM COCCIA FORD OF FLEMINGTON IN AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $131,858.00

ROLL CALL MOTION TO UNTABLE R2025-171 Motion passed 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino X

Discussion — Councilman Kennedy stated that on August 28, 2024 Council approved the purchase of 6
new vehicles, 5 for DPW and one for the Fire Department, with a total cost of $586,325. With
plows and other auxiliary equipment, the cost is probably closer to $600,000. Now, they are
requesting 2 additional vehicles for an additional $131,858. While he supports adequately
supplying DPW, this is excessive. When he had overseen an entire fleet in his position with the
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state, they only received 3 new vehicles in 15 years and had to maintain the vehicles the best they
could. A regular rotation of vehicles is needed.
CP Marino stated that the vehicles to be replaced have body damage that could put an employee
operating them in jeopardy. At the beginning of the year during budget talks every council
member had the opportunity to pull money out of the capital budget. No one did. These funds
were already approved in the capital budget. There are 5 more vehicles in the fleet he would
remove today.
Councilman Kennedy stated that with 6 new vehicles purchased last year, employees are not
driving unsafe vehicles. If they’re driving a rusted out bucket it is their own fault.
Councilman Saultz stated that he had voted at the last meeting to table this resolution because
Councilman Kennedy’s comment that spending money just because it is budgeted was valid and
it is not always fiscally responsible to do so. Councilman Kennedy had commented at the last
meeting his desire to know the condition of the vehicles to be replaced. With the Administration’s
permission, Councilman Saultz contacted Matt Noel, Deputy Director of the DPW, who provided
him with a report of the conditions of the vehicles. The report showed truck #10, 2007, 95,852
miles, underbody rotted, rocker panel rotted, bed support rotted, bed rotted, cab support rotted,
bench seat frame showing through seat. Truck #20, 2003, 102,419 miles, rear engine fuel leak,
underbody rotted, rocker panel rotted, floor has holes, bench seat spring coming through, parts
not available, burns oil, plow rotted, and plow motor is inoperable. These vehicles need to be
replaced. The Administration had the foresight to put money into the capital budget to do this and
every one on council approved that budget. Not spending money when it should be spent is
fiscally irresponsible. CVP Pierce stated the Administration holds regular auctions to get rid of
old vehicles and purchase new ones. It is a liability to the town to use unsafe vehicles. These
trucks are used for plowing and we don’t need one breaking down in the middle of a snowstorm.
CVP Pierce also noted that the purchase price of the vehicles includes the plow and auxiliary
items, so the total amount of funds is not astronomical.
Councilman Clark stated that what Councilman Kennedy wanted at the last meeting was to meet
with DPW, to perform an audit of their vehicles and show the necessity for the new trucks, not
just a report on their conditions. As CP Marino has said, listen to the experts, and Councilman
Kennedy has mechanical expertise overseeing state fleets and is an engineer. Councilman Clark
asked why they were ambushed with the vehicles’ condition report and it was not made available
to all council members prior to the meeting. He would like to read and review the report before
voting. This $131,000 equals another police officer.
Mayor Piazza stated that the year, make, model, and condition of all town vehicles was provided
to Council members last year. The F350’s are the best vehicle for going through the narrow
streets and withstanding the numerous miles of drive time required for snowplowing streets
versus lots. We have to have reliable vehicles. Mayor Piazza stated that we should have been
replacing older vehicles for a long time, over a period of many years.
Councilman Saultz stated the report was not an ambush, as Councilmen Kennedy and Clark had
the same opportunity to get the information from the DPW Deputy Director.

ROLL CALL MOTION TO ADOPT R2025-171 Motion passed 3-0-2-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino
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12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

CP Marino stated Resolution 2025-197 was walked on and will be voted on separately from the
Consent Agenda vote. CP Marino read the full title of R2025-197.

Discussion — Councilman Clark objected to this resolution being walked on stating that Council
should not vote on an item they have not had the opportunity to review.

CVP Pierce asked for confirmation that the only amended item was the number of units increased

from 233
ROLL CALL R2025-197 Motion Carries 4-0-1-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X

o] B I

Council President Marino X

R2025-187 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING THE CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES RELATED TO THE ROOF REPLACEMENT AT 540 SOUTH
MAIN STREET TO DI CARA | RUBINO ARCHITECTS NOT TO EXCEED TWELVE
THOUSAND FIVE DOLLARS ($12,500.00)

R2025-188 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW ACCOUNT BALANCES

R2025-189 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2025-190 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX
OVERPAYMENT DUE TO TAX EXEMPTION

R2025-191 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX
OVERPAYMENT

R2025-192 FUND BALANCE POLICY

R2025-193 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OF MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) — STATEWIDE
INSURANCE SAFETY GRANT
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R2025-194 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OF MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) - EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE GRANT

R2025-195 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OF MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) — AQUA ROAD
RESTORATION DONATION

R2025-196 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN THE COUNTY OF
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING TOWN OFFICIALS TO
UNDERTAKE CERTAIN ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE AND SALE
OF NOT TO EXCEED $18,253,000 BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES, SERIES 2025
CONSISTING OF $13,753,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT NOTES, SERIES 2025 AND
$4,500,000 SEWER UTILITY NOTES, SERIES 2025.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
X

Council President Marino

12. NEW BUSINESS — None

13. OLD BUSINESS — None
14. MOTIONS — None

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS -

-Ann Davis — She has not received the records for her OPRA request. These are not confidential
records she is requesting. Attorney Wenner stated he will speak with her. Mayor Piazza apologized and
stated he thought they had been sent.

-Brittany — asked about noise ordinances. Police Chief Goodell (audience) stated that the
ordinance is not just for after 10:00 pm. If noise is excessive at any time an officer, if available, will visit.
He will give her a phone number to call. Brittany stated that her issue is with the increase in truck traffic
on South Main Street. They are driving through in the middle of the night and in the early morning. It is
waking her and her children and causing all of them to be sleep deprived. Mayor Piazza stated that the
truck route signs are being installed and the police department is hiring a truck route enforcement and
parking enforcement officer. Some truck routes will still allow truck traffic for local deliveries. He
suggested the late night traffic may be due to 3™ shift work.

-Joe Meyner — 5 to 10 years ago a committee similar to the Citizen’s Advisory Board was formed
The first 3 meetings went very well but then fell apart. It was well organized and very open with no
authority figures present.
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- Pamela Clark — LEAD program — They are rendering increasingly complex levels of care
working with clients, veterans, and mental health systems. 10 to 11 require a half to full day of service for
social services, court, or medical treatments. They have secured stable housing for 18 clients. LEAD will
be hosting another direct service day at Shappell Park with 22 custom service providers offering help with
housing forms, mental health screenings, blood pressure checks, veterans services.

- Randy Piazza, Sr. — plans to dress up areas of Shappell park including repairs to handball by
filling it in and repainting it. At summer events, seniors walking through the gate slipped on the incline.
They’ve come up with some options to improve that area which will go through the town engineer. Some
new lighting was recommended. CP Marino stated that the area where tree roots are coming up, causing
people to trip needs to be addressed. Mr. Piazza stated that trees need be addressed and the bushes behind
the gazebo invite criminal activity and collect trash.

- Dan Boyce — Every year elected officials are required to file Financial Disclosure Statements
(FDS) . Two members of council have not filed for the last two years. This should result in an automatic
ethics charge. The state can issue substantial fines. Councilman Clark works for a company that receives
financial support from Pheonix Advisors who is Phillipsburg’s financial advisor for bonds, redeveloping
and the possible sewer sale. Is this a reason bills have been screwed up for the last 6 months? This would
show on the FDS, but he and Councilman Kennedy have not filed in two years. Councilman Clark’s
employer reaps financial benefits from the same financial advisor for Phillipsburg. It could lead to
corruption.

- Jennifer — She is officially asking that the stop sign at Raymond and Summit be removed. The
neighborhood has lost a huge amount of parking, noise has increased due to cars stopping and starting,
and she feels it is more dangerous. In the winter, drivers will have to stop on a snow covered road while
travelling uphill, which will cause problems or accidents. CP Marino stated he will speak with the Town
Engineer.

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Clark — The Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission wants to raise toll prices
on all bridges. In the past, toll hikes have increased traffic to the Free Bridge and our downtown cannot
handle more traffic. DRITBC will be holding 3 remote hearings and Councilman Clark urged residents to
register to attend one of the hearings and submit comments urging the Commission to find another way to
raise money or not to raise tolls on the Easton Phillipsburg Toll Bridge. Councilman Clark attended the
Gubernatorial debate and met with both candidates. He feels Phillipsburg should have a good relationship
with whoever wins and continue to have a voice in Trenton. The Phillipsburg Easton Halloween Parade
will be held on Sunday October 26. Councilman Clark asked that politics be left out of things as it is very
divisive. He asked that Roberts Rules of Order be followed and individuals not be called out by name.

Councilman Kennedy — The Railroad Festival is this Saturday from 11 to 5 in Shappell Park.
Tomorrow at 5 pm there is a ribbon cutting at J Robin Barber Shop on 320 Morris St. The Stateliners
Football team is 2 and 0, but the big news is the Girls Volleyball team had their first win over the Easton
Red Rovers.

Councilman Saultz — A new restaurant is opening at 569 South Main. It is encouraging to see all
the new businesses in town. Councilman Saultz agrees with Councilman Clark that what goes on up here
should have nothing to do with politics and should stay strictly town business. The few votes that have
followed party lines have been because of valid disagreements, not politics.

Council Vice President Pierce — the new layout of tables and the position of the podium work
better for the meetings. He is glad the Citizen’s Advisory Board was approved. This is a step toward
giving residents a louder voice. CVP Pierce noted that a new “I am Interested in...” is available at the
back of the room and will be available in the lobby of the Municipal Building. This form will help more
people get involved with all of the town committees and boards. He agrees that the dais should not be
political.

Council President Marino — asked people to be careful of children playing now that it is getting
dark earlier. He cautioned people to watch out for e-bikes and scooters as people often drive them on
sidewalks.

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION — No Executive Session
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ADJOURNMENT 7:19 pm
Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Council Vice President Pierce.
Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



