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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
October 8, 2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION By CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL Present: Council Members Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz
Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner
6. EXECUTIVE SESSION - 6:01 pm
Attorney Wenner stated the topic of discussion will be contractual.
ROLL CALL Motion carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X
Return to Public Session 6:31 pm
ROLL CALL Motion carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

Attorney Wenner stated the topic discussed was contractual. No action was taken.

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - September 24, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark X
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Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X
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Council President Marino

8. BILL LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X
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Council President Marino

9. MAYOR’S REPORT — Mayor Piazza

The Town of Phillipsburg continues making progress on multiple fronts, from public safety and
infrastructure to staff development and community engagement.

We are actively exploring a Public-Private Partnership (P3) to support the development of a new
municipal complex. Both the Heckman Street Armory site and a portion of the [-78 industrial park are
now under review as possible landing sites. Our application for Area in Need of Redevelopment has been
approved for the Heckman Street Site. Department heads have submitted their space needs to support this
planning.

On the public safety front, we're in the final stages of acquiring drones to support our Police
Depart with enforcement, and emergency response. The school bus enforcement video program is seeing
positive results, and a long-inactive license plate reader is finally being replaced after two years of
inactivity.

Personnel updates include the hiring process for a Class II Officer, part-time housing inspector,
and part-time fire official.

We recently had 26 Town Hall employees participate in Ethics in the Workforce & Harassment
and Discrimination training, while Town Council participated in Municipal Ethics Training. Upcoming
in-person training sessions will also be scheduled, and attendance will be mandatory.

Open Enrollment for health benefits is underway. Unfortunately, employees face steep projected
increases, with State Health Benefits Program is forecasting a 36% hike. The Town is actively pursuing
cost-saving alternatives to protect both employee paychecks and the municipal budget.

In a new collaboration, we're working with the school district to bring students into Town Hall for
limited job shadowing and volunteer opportunities, an exciting step in civic engagement.

Website redevelopment is progressing and upgrades should start soon. This is moving forward with the
collaboration of our various departments. ID badges are also in development to help residents identify
staff in the field.

—Mayor Randy S. Piazza Jr.
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10. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS -

-Joe Meyner — R2025-203- Mr. Meyner stated he did not know the town was actively
investigating other locations for new a municipal building. After the legally required repairs are done at
the Corliss Avenue building we will have a safe building to use. The town never pursued the path of how
much it will cost to fully renovate the building. Before the town invests in new construction it should get
the cost to repair and renovate the existing building. Mayor Piazza stated the town has explored the cost.
Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience) stated the town has looked at using the existing building or erecting a
new one. This resolution for architectural services is the next step and will determine the size needed for
all services/departments. Mayor Piazza stated we may need more or less space than at Corliss Avenue and
that is what is being investigated. It may cost less to build new construction than to renovate the old
building.

-Bill Tinman-R2025-203 — who is watching the asset value of the existing building? what is the selling
price of the old municipal building if they decide to sell? There should be additional public hearings with
selling and leasing terms made public. Mold remediation was done, now a hole is in the roof. Has more
mold been growing in the building? Mayor Piazza stated that the mold and asbestos were fully
remediated. The roof is being repaired. There is no talk of selling the building at this time. We need to
find out what size space is needed for all of the services and departments.

11. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

CP Marino stated that R2025-207 was a late addition to the agenda and will not be included in the
Consent agenda vote.

R2025-198 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2025-137, AWARDING THE
CONTRACT TO REMINGTON & VERNICK ENGINEERS FOR PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE PURPOSES OF ROOF REPLACEMENT OF THE BIO
MAG BUILDING AND GRIT SCREENING BUILDING, TO ACCURATELY REFLECT THE
COST OF SUCH PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

R2025-199 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY PURSUANT TO
N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) -DCA 2019 Neighborhood Preservation Grant

R2025-200 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF COUNTY
OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TREATMENT WORKS
APPROVAL PERMIT APPLICATION FOR THE ALPHA BOROUGH PUMP STATION
UPGRADES

R2025-201 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ZONING APPLICATION FEE

R2025-202 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYOUT OF ACCRUED SICK, VACATION
AND COMPENSATORY LEAVE FOR LIEUTENANT TIMOTHY MOORE

R2025-203 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING THE CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES RELATED TO THE NEW MUNICIPAL BUILDING
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CONSTRUCTION - PHASE I - TO DI CARA | RUBINO ARCHITECTS, PURSUANT TO
THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE LOCAL PUBLIC CONTRACTS LAW

R2025-204 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF
ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR 2025 ROAD PROGRAM — PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

R2025-205 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING THE CONTRACT FOR BIOMAG AND GRIT
SCREEN BUILDINGS’ ROOF REPLACEMENTS TO NORTHEAST ROOF
MAINTENANCE, INC. IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $171,120.00

R2025-206 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN EMPLOYMENT
CONTRACT WITH ANTHONY GOODELL FOR THE POSITION OF CHIEF OF POLICE

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X
Council President Marino X

R2025-207 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING CERTAIN TOWN
RESIDENTS AS MEMBERS OF THE PHILLIPSBURG RENT CONTROL BOARD, AS
REQUIRED BY CHAPTER 463, ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 2024-31

ROLL CALL Motion to Approve No Vote taken

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

Discussion — Attorney Wenner stated that this resolution is to sit members on the Rent Control Board. As
per the ordinance there are to be 3 renters, 3 landlords (who do not have tenants sitting on the board) and
1 neutral member. Council has been presented with 9 names from which to choose the 3 renters and 1
neutral member.

Councilman Kennedy moved to table R2025-207. Council received this resolution 15 minutes
before the meeting and does not have any background information on the people listed.
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ROLL CALL MOTION TO TABLE R2025-207 Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce

Council President Marino X

CP Marino and Attorney Wenner stated this resolution will be on the October 22, 2025 agenda.

12. NEW BUSINESS — CVP Pierce would like Council to look at rolling back sewer rates. People
are being charged $20-$30, not the $2-$3 they were told it would be. Attorney Wenner stated the rates are
being reviewed with the Sewer Commission attorney.

-CP Marino stated the 2™ Annual Wreaths Across America will take place this December. Wreaths can be
purchased to be lain on veterans’ graves.

13. OLD BUSINESS — None

14. MOTIONS - Special Event Applications
Pork Roll Palooza - Oct 11, 2025 11:00 — 5:00 at Shappell Park & surrounding streets

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X
Council President Marino X

Special Event Application Prevention is Key (LEAD) — Oct 22,2025 11:00 — 3:00 at Shappell Park

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
X

Council President Marino
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Special Event Application Halloween Parade — Oct 26, 2025 3:00 — 5:30 Howard St to Centre Square

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
X

Council President Marino

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS — None

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Clark — Pork Roll Palooza is this weekend and is expected to be bigger than last
year. Councilman Clark thanked the Police Department for implementing the School Bus Stop Cameras.
As drivers are cited for passing stopped school busses they will stop doing it and awareness will spread.

Councilman Kennedy — October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. He urged all residents to get
regular screenings done for all cancers. If he didn’t have a regular colonoscopy there’s a chance he would
not be here today.

Councilman Saultz — Halloween is October 31%. Councilman Saultz would like a motion to set
trick or treating from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm on Friday, October 31, 2025.

ROLL CALL Halloween Trick or Treat 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm Friday, October 31,2025

Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
X

Council President Marino

Council Vice President Pierce — is excited by all the events, ribbon cuttings, and new businesses
opening. There is a lot going on in town.

Council President Marino — urged residents to be watchful of children and teens on ebikes and
escooters.

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION — No Executive Session

19. ADJOURNMENT 6:55 pm
Councilman Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Council Vice President Pierce.
Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



