TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
October 22, 2025 — 6:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00 PM By CP Marino
2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Pierce
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All
4. INVOCATION By CP Marino
5. ROLL CALL Present: Council Members Marino, Pierce, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz
Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner
6. MOMENT OF SILENCE — CP Marino asked for a moment of silence in honor of the passing of

Brett Marino. CP Marino stated that October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. He asked that God bless
all who have beaten cancer in any form and asked for a moment of silence to those who were lost to it.

7. PRESENTATION - Brandywine Acquisition & Development — 441 Heckman Street

- Attorney Wenner stated that Brandywine Acquisition was unable to attend tonight’s meeting as
its principals are in different parts of the country. He asked that the presentation be tabled until the next
meeting.

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — October 8, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2025 Executive Session Minutes

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X
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Council President Marino

9. BILL LIST
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X
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Council President Marino




10. MAYOR’S REPORT / BEST PRACTICES DISCUSSION —Mayor Randy S. Piazza Jr.

The Best Practices Inventory Survey is a series of questions sent by the NJ State Department of
Community Affairs required to be answered by each municipality. Questions cover many topics such as
cybersecurity, shared services, and inspections. The answers can affect the level of state funding the
municipality receives. 37 questions were answered yes. A minimum of 32 yes responses assures there will
be no reduction in state funding.

11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT - Police Chief Goodell thanked everyone who came to the service
for Brett Marino. There was a great turnout that honored him and his family. He hopes everyone read his
letter as it captured everything he was trying to deliver. On October 25 there will be a fundraiser for the
Marino family at the Alpha Fire House from 3 to 7 pm. Chief Goodell introduced the new Class 11
Officer, Sam White. She has 25 + years of law enforcement experience having worked with the County
Prosecutor's Office and knows this community. She will be focused on downtown traffic, parking, and
truck route enforcement as well as quality of life issues. So far this year, the Police Department has had
4,000 + positive interactions with children in the community through programs such as Safe Path Home,
Serve Seniors, and Community foot patrols. The Bus Stop Busters program is going well and they will be
starting a new “Crosswalk Crackdown” program soon. Chief Goodell then cited several crime statistics —
70% of non-hit shootings were solved which is 3 times the national average. 100% of homicides were
solved. 1000+ criminal arrests were made which has them on a path to exceed last year’s arrests. He is
using intelligent policing; as violence has subsided, they push more on violent criminals. But patrol calls
are up 32% per officer, shootings and homicides have increased, and violent crime is up 200%. Despite
the increase in violent crime, the number of sworn officers has not changed much since 1989. The
department is trying to do more with less. They have to prioritize violent calls and quality of life issues
can’t get the attention they deserve. Chief Goodell thanked the Mayor and Council for providing much
needed funding at the last minute during budget talks this year. That has helped provide the necessary
training and equipment to the officers. Police officers have the tactics, the drive, and the determination,
but working mandatory overtime, handling 30,000 + service calls takes its toll and Chief Goodell is
concerned about burnout, the health, welfare, and morale of his officers. Chief Goodell stated that 4
additional officers are absolutely necessary to stabilize the community and continue improving the town.

12. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS - None

13. ORDINANCES - 1ST READING
** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 12, 2025 at
which time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance **

02025-18 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 625-57 B-2 BUSINESS-HIGHWAY
ZONE USE OVERLAY ZONE IN THE TOWN

Council — No discussion
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz




Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

02025-19 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING SECTION 1-16 ENTITLED
“RETURN CHECK SERVICE CHARGE; SUBSEQUENT PAYMENT; STOP PAYMENT
FEES OF CHAPTER 1 — GENERAL PROVISIONS — AND SECTION 123-7 ENTITLED
“PAYMENT OF CHARGES; RETURNED CHECKS — OF CHAPTER 123 ENTITLED
“SEWER UTILITY” TO AMEND THE FEES ESTABLISHED BY THE REFERENCED
SECTIONS AS THEY RELATE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS/ DISHONORED CHECKS AND
STOP PAYMENT REQUESTS

Council — No discussion

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X X
Council President Marino X

14.

RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

CP Marino stated that R2025-215 was a late addition to the agenda and will not be included in the
Consent Agenda vote.

R2025-209 pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Clark

R2025-208 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING A PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR
DELAWARE RIVER PARK LANDFILL INVESTIGATION AND IMPROVEMENTS —
PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEY SERVICES

R2025-210 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TREATMENT WORKS APPROVAL
PERMIT APPLICATION FOR HAMPTON RIDGE AT POHATCONG

R2025-211 RESOLUTION FOR POTENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT; BLOCK 1502 LOT 53
AND BLOCK 2102 LOT 1; DELAWARE RIVER PARK



R2025-212 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WOODARD & CURRAN, INC. TO PROVIDE
CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE NJDEP HDSRF GRANT
APPLICATION

R2025-213 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2025-202 — AUTHORIZING
PAYOUT OF ACCRUED SICK, VACATION AND COMPENSATORY LEAVE FOR
LIEUTENANT TIMOTHY MOORE — TO CORRECT THE AMOUNT OF PAYOUT FOR
ACCRUED LEAVE FOR LIEUTENANT MOORE

R2025-214 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PAYOUT OF ACCRUED VACATION AND
COMPENSATORY LEAVE FOR SARGEANT BRETT MARINO

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce X
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Council President Marino

R2025-209 RESOLUTION APPOINTING BRANDYWINE ACQUISITION & DEVELOPMENT, LLC,
(“BRANDYWINE”) AS THE REDEVELOPER OF THE ARMORY REDEVELOPMENT
PROJECT, 441 HECKMAN STREET, BLOCK 1105 LOT 2

Pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Clark

Discussion — Councilman Clark stated that since Brandywine Acquisitions did not present at this meeting
the resolution should be tabled until the next meeting when they will present. Mayor Piazza stated
that the town has been in discussions with the school board who want the Police Department to
vacate the Andover Morris building by September 2026. We are under a time crunch to find a
new site for the Police Department.

ROLL CALL Motion to Table R2025-209 Motion Carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce

Council President Marino




R2025-215 AUTHORIZING THE ESCNJ COOPERATIVE PURCHASE AND
INSTALLATION OF PARK EQUIPMENT FOR BENTLEY FIELD FROM LIBERTY PARKS
AND PLAYGROUNDS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $142,360.25

Discussion — CP Marino stated this is the first time in Phillipsburg history there will be a playground in
that area of town. Mayor Piazza thanked the Recreation Committee and Recreation Supervisor Matt Noel
for making this happen.

ROLL CALL Motion carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X
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Council President Marino

15. NEW BUSINESS — None

16. OLD BUSINESS - Tabled October 8, 2025
R2025-207 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING CERTAIN TOWN
RESIDENTS AS MEMBERS OF THE PHILLIPSBURG RENT CONTROL BOARD, AS
REQUIRED BY CHAPTER 463, ADOPTED VIA ORDINANCE NO. 2024-31

ROLL CALL - Motion to Untable R2025-207 Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

Discussion — Councilman Clark stated that with three volunteers withdrawing their names from
consideration, this is not going in the right direction and should remain tabled.
Attorney Wenner stated that with the three withdrawals, the renters to be voted on are Blanche
Howell, Stacey Huff, and Kelly Craven. The landlords are Michael DeMonti and Sid Hawash.
The neutral member is Nancy Nelson.

ROLL CALL - Motion to Approve R2025-207 Motion carries 3-2

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark X




Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce

Council President Marino

Motion to Appoint Blanche Howell, renter, to Rent Control Board
ROLL CALL

ROLL CALL

Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X
Council President Marino
Motion to appoint Stacey Huff, renter, to Rent Control Board
Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

Motion to appoint Kelly Craven, renter, to Rent Control Board
ROLL CALL

Motion fails 2-2-1-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X X
Council Vice President Pierce X
Council President Marino X X




Motion to appoint Michael DeMonti, landlord, to Rent Control Board

ROLL CALL Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X
Council Vice President Pierce X
Council President Marino

Motion to appoint Sid Hawash, landlord, to Rent Control Board

ROLL CALL Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

Motion to appoint Nancy Nelson, neutral member, to Rent Control Board

ROLL CALL Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X
Councilman Kennedy X
Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

Council President Marino

Motion to approve Resolution 2025-207 appointing Blanche Howell, renter, Stacey Huff, renter,
Michael DeMonti, landlord, Sid Hawash, landlord, and Nancy Nelson, neutral member to

the Rent Control Board
ROLL CALL Motion carries 3-2
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Clark X

Councilman Kennedy X




Councilman Saultz

Council Vice President Pierce

Council President Marino

17. MOTIONS — None

18. PUBLIC PETITIONS - Jennifer, resident — asked if there had been any movement to remove
the stop sign at Summit Avenue and Raymond Street. CP Marino asked Tim O’Brien, Town Engineer
(audience) to comment. Mr. O’Brien stated that since the stop sign was encoded by ordinance, its removal
requires action by Council. He suggested seeking a petition of residents on the streets or in the town.
Jennifer countered that no one had to petition to have it installed. Attorney Wenner asked Mr. O’Brien
about the study conducted prior to installation. Jennifer stated that the study said a stop sign did not need
to be installed there. Attorney Wenner suggested Council reconsider the placement of a stop sign at this
location and adopt an ordinance rescinding the designation of that intersection as a stop. CP Marino
expressed reservations about such an ordinance as there may be residents who want to keep it. Attorney
Wenner stated that at the second reading of the ordinance anyone who has a vested interest in that
intersection remaining a stop will be on notice it could be removed and can voice their grievance. Mayor
Piazza stated he does not recall receiving complaints. There would be no problem with removing the stop
sign and repainting the curbs.

Motion to direct the Town Attorney to draft an ordinance removing the stop designation at the
intersection of Summit Avenue and Raymond Street
ROLL CALL Motion carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Clark

Councilman Kennedy

Councilman Saultz X

Council Vice President Pierce X

o] Bl I I

Council President Marino

-Pamela Clark — Phillipsburg LEAD — LEAD held a Services Event today at Shappell Park at which 20
service organizations helped about 50 people with housing applications, mental health appointments,
substance abuse disorder treatment, food, clothing, and haircuts. It was a great event that brought the
community together. LEAD will hold a job fair on November 5™,

-resident — asked if there is a place where homeless residents can charge their phones. He has found them
plugging in to an outside outlet at his house. Mayor Piazza stated there currently are no charging stations
but he will look into them.

-Ashley — Parking for downtown residents is ridiculous. She has received numerous parking tickets. Her
options are to pay for 8 hours of parking outside her own house or pay $100 for a municipal parking lot
permit. She suggested an emergency ordinance to restrict ticketing to Pennsylvania drivers and people
visiting businesses, not ticketing area residents. Attorney Wenner stated that there is no emergency
ordinance able to take effect now. Mayor Piazza and CVP Pierce asked if, while the new Class II officer
is in training, could there be a soft roll out. Police Chief Goodell stated he has spoken with different
Parking Authorities about the downtown parking problem. Right now there is one standard for all
vehicles regarding parking. Officers cannot do select enforcement. Attorney Wenner stated that Council
cannot tell the Police Department not to enforce the law. Mayor Piazza and Administration will explore
options for parking downtown.



-Joe Meyner — suggested the town pass an ordinance that allows permit parking in any municipal lot and
at any metered parking spot.

-Randy Piazza, Sr. — The town needs to go back to the drawing board and build a substantial plan and
ordinance for parking with input from business owners and residents.

-Bill Benz — Pork Roll Palooza was a phenomenal event. All of the organizations involved provided
100% coverage and participation for the event. Anybody who signed up through LEAD can access a
charging station as well as food, transportation assistance, etc. Mr. Benz asked if the tie vote on the Rent
Control Board vote means that person is on as an alternate or not on the board. Attorney Wenner stated
that person would not be appointed to the board.

-Dan Boyce — At the August 27, 2025 Council meeting it was stated that the town would be getting back
the $300,000 for the Cal Ripken field. Has that been received? Mayor Piazza stated it had not. Mr. Boyce
stated that at that same meeting Councilman Clark had stated that the field would benefit black children.
Mr. Boyce asked why it wouldn’t benefit all children and why does it have to be made a racial issue. It
will be a great thing for all kids.

19. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

Councilman Clark — Thanked Chief Goodell for his report. There has been a lot of improvement
but we still have a long way to go. We have to invest in the police responsibly and hire more officers.
This Sunday is the Halloween Parade at 3:00. Councilman Clark offered condolences to Brett Marino’s
family and thanked all who came to the service and honored a great man.

Councilman Kennedy — This Saturday will be the Fall Festival at the Farmer’s Market at
Riverside Way from 9 to 1. Councilman Kennedy thanked all who attended the memorial service for Brett
Marino. It was a very moving ceremony. He and Brett went through chemotherapy treatments at
Memorial Sloan Kettering at the same time. Even though he faced his own battle, Brett encouraged others
to stay positive.

Councilman Saultz — Thanked Police Chief Goodell and everyone who attended the tribute to
Brett Marino. It was very moving. Councilman Saultz recognized Breast Cancer Awareness Month. It
affects many lives and families, including his own. Cancer screenings of all kinds are very important as it
is treatable when caught early. With the federal government shut down continuing, SNAP benefits are in
jeopardy. Councilman Saultz asked residents to purchase a few extra items with their grocery shopping
and donate them to local food banks and pantries. Many of our neighbors need this extra assistance.

Council Vice President Pierce — Dear Phillipsburg Residents, Serving as your Council Vice-
President has been a privilege and a responsibility I take to heart. As someone who was born, raised, and
has lived here all my life, I've always believed in the power of community—and I've worked hard to make
sure your voices are heard and your needs are prioritized.

As this is my last meeting, due to filling the vacancy that expires on election day. As the winners of the
election for the 2-year term will automatically be placed onto council at our next meeting to my
understanding. [ want to share what we've accomplished together and where I believe Phillipsburg can go
next when we work together, instead of against each other.

Since joining the council in February, I've focused on transparency, accountability, inclusion, and
practical solutions to real issues facing our town. Some of the initiatives I'm proud to have led or
supported in my 8 months on council include:

Public Engagement and Bipartisanship: After being appointed to fill a vacated seat earlier this year, I've
worked across party lines to restore stability and trust in our council. I've consistently advocated for open
dialogue and respectful debate, even when opinions differ.

New Council Meeting Layout: After taking advice from our residents, Council President Marino and |
switched up the layout of our council meetings to allow for more organization, efficiency, and a better
way to support open dialogue without distractions.

Revitalization of the Citizens' Advisory Board: I spearheaded the ordinance that replaced the inactive
Citizens' Advisory Committee with a structured, non-partisan board with support from Council President
Marino & Councilman Saultz. This gives residents from every voting district a formal seat at the table to
advise on multiple topics included but not limited to civic engagement, public safety, infrastructure, and
development. Being in tune with our residents is one of the biggest ways for our town to move forward.



Reintroduced our Annual Pride Event: I worked with the Town of Phillipsburg and various departments
to bring back our ANNUAL PRIDE EVENT, creating an inclusive environment for LGBTQ+ individuals
and allies, continuing the inclusive spirit of our community and town.

Municipal Building Planning: I supported the administration's move to finally address the long-vacant
municipal building at 675 Corliss Avenue. The progress is continuing, and we owe the taxpayers a
resolution to this long-awaited problem.

Small Businesses Flourishing: I have supported and welcomed a multitude of small businesses to
Phillipsburg, showing the revitalization of our small town.

Arts and Events: [ have attended, supported, and volunteered at many of our returning festivals/events as
well as many of our new ones. Arts will always be a way to revitalize the town, and we need to continue
to do that.

Support of our Emergency Services and Town Employees: Every day we collectively need and support
our emergency services and town employees, because without them the town would not function. I
appreciate all of them and all that they do. I have also supported all the needs of the departments and have
worked with the administration and council to start getting these services the equipment and materials
they need.

Recreation & Open Space Committees: As the council liaison to these committees, we were able to
support the recreational needs in our town through the following projects:

Disk Golf Course in Delaware Heights has been installed.

Mercer Street Park revitalization should be starting shortly.

Bently Field is getting a park for the first time in history in the Hillcrest area and should be getting started
shortly.

The Parks & Fields have been maintained and upkept for the first time in a long time.

And more projects upcoming: Bathrooms at Walters Park, Brainard Park, Green Street Park

I will continue to advocate for all the things that I have done this past year in the future as well as push
for:

Historical Elements: We have long lost our way of our historical past, and therefore we need to remember
the amazing historical things that have happened in Phillipsburg. If you did not know, on October 23,
1908, Phillipsburg was a campaign stop for the presidential candidate Williams Jennings Bryan. There is
a lot of history that runs through our streets and town that needs to be embraced.

Arts & Downtown Revitalization: We have seen many small businesses opening in our town, especially
downtown, and to continue that momentum we need to expand our art programs as most flourishing
towns have, such as Frenchtown or Lambertville.

Public Safety and Services: I'll continue advocating for better equipment and training for our police,
emergency services, and public works departments, while ensuring fiscal responsibility.

Civic Engagement: I'll keep building avenues for residents to participate in town decisions, whether
through advisory boards, town halls, or digital outreach. I will also continue to volunteer at our events,
giving back to our community.

Phillipsburg is at a turning point. We've made progress, but there's more to do—and I'm ready to keep
working. I believe in a council that listens, leads with integrity, and puts people before politics. [ am
always here to support our town, and together we will continue to make Phillipsburg better. We want
progress not to gridlock.

Council President Marino — Reminded everyone about the Halloween Parade this Sunday. On
Halloween watch out for trick or treaters. The football playoff game is that same night so there will be
more people driving in town. Council President Marino stated that he will never support municipal offices
brought back in to 675 Corliss Avenue.

20. EXECUTIVE SESSION — No Executive Session

21. ADJOURNMENT 7:18 pm Council Vice President Pierce moved to adjourn. Seconded by
Councilman Clark. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



