
    
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

November 25, 2025 — 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:00 PM   By CP Marino 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT   Read by CP Marino  

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     All 

4. INVOCATION      By CP Marino 

5. SWEARING IN OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS – Ed Saultz and Joshua Wanisko 

 Attorney Wenner swore in new Council members Ed Saultz and Joshua Wanisko. 

 

6. ROLL CALL  Present: Council Members Marino, Clark, Kennedy, Saultz, Wanisko 

   Also Present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner 

 

7. SELECTION OF COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT 

 Council President Marino nominated Councilman Saultz. No Second on the nomination. 

 Councilman Kennedy nominated Councilman Clark.  

  

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  4-0-1-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Kennedy X 
 

X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   
 

 X  

 

 Attorney Wenner swore in Councilman Clark as Council Vice President. 

 

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 12, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

       

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  4-0-1-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Kennedy  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 
 

 X  

Council Vice President Clark  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 

 



    
9. BILL LIST 
 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Kennedy  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Clark  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

10. MAYOR’S REPORT - Mayor Randy S. Piazza Jr. 

 Mayor Piazza gave his time to Police Chief Goodell – Chief Goodell thanked the outgoing 

Council members for their support and answering his call for help when it was needed. He is excited to 

work with the new Council members. One year ago the Police Department was lacking in training and 

equipment. They have since been able to acquire rifles, breech equipment, tazers, and rifle rated shields, 

and received training for all of the new equipment. The department has hired three new officers who just 

completed training at the Morris County Police Academy. The Police Department has initiated several 

community events including a recent food drive, inspired by Councilman Saultz’s request to help local 

families, which provided food for 60 local families, Fist bump Fridays, Bus Stop Busts through which 20 

tickets for passing a stopped school bus with flashing lights have been hand delivered to violators, Crafts 

with Cops for which they received a $2000 grant, and Airborne Angels, a collaboration between the 

Police, the Mayor, Phillipsburg LEAD, and Warren County Cares using drones to locate homeless 

residents, then visiting the areas to provide resources. One year ago Chief Goodell requested 20 additional 

officers. The Administration and Council were able to provide funds for training and equipment plus one 

officer and one special officer. As predicted, violent crime has spiked 24%, but the Police have arrested 

70% of the perpetrators, well above the national 30% average. The Chief had hoped to add 4 officers next 

year but the 2026 budget cannot fund that. To keep their progress going the Police Department will 

incorporate more technology. A regular drone program will be started, established with funds donated by 

PHA and McWane Ductile, that will allow one person to handle minor violations (example: trespassing) 

from Headquarters, keeping officers on patrol handling dangerous calls. The Police Department will also 

begin using a program for residents to self-report minor/low level violations (examples: lost or damaged 

property, minor theft). Residents can use the program on the Police Dept website or at a kiosk to be 

installed at Headquarters. This will allow officers to respond faster to more serious calls. Council 

President Marino stated there has been an uptick in trespassing and criminal activity in his neighborhood. 

Residents are afraid to call the police. Chief Goodell urged residents to call. The Department has 

unmarked cars and plainclothes officers throughout town who can respond quickly.  

 

11. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS  -  

 -Bill Timmon – R2025-233 – asked what the purchase price for the property is. Mayor Piazza 

stated that this resolution will advance the process to the assessment phase during which the NJDEP and a 

third party will test the soil throughout the property and provide an assessment of any environmental 

clean up the property must undergo. This assessment will provide a basis for the price. The town will be 

responsible for the property’s environmental cleanup. NJDEP stated the town has a better chance of 

obtaining various grants for the clean up than the state or a corporation would. Mr. Timmon asked if he 

could loop the train through the park. Mayor Piazza stated that since it will be Green Acres land, building 

will be limited and NJDEP will provide guidelines for what can be on the property. 



    
 

12. ORDINANCES – 1st Reading 

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at which 

time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance ** 

 

O2025-21  BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER O: 2017-06 FINALLY 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON JUNE 20, 2017, TO AMEND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 

IMPROVEMENTS REFERRED TO IN SECTION 3(a)(vi) THEREIN 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Kennedy   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Clark  
 

X X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 No Council discussion 

O2025-22 BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER O: 2016-13 FINALLY 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, IN THE COUNTY OF 

WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON MAY 17, 2016, TO AMEND THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 

IMPROVEMENTS REFERRED TO IN SECTION 3(a)(vi) THEREIN 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Kennedy  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Clark  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

No Council discussion 

 

O2025-23 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE TOWN CODE IN ORDER 

TO INCREASE CERTAIN FEES FOR LICENSING 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 



    

Councilman Kennedy X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Clark  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

  

No Council discussion 

 

13.  RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  
  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

R2025-233 RESOLUTION TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY APPROVING PERSON TO PERSON AND PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER 

OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE #2119-33-033 

FROM MAKOTO JAPANESE RESTAURANT LLC TO TAMA ENTERPRISES LLC 

 

 R2025-234 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION GREEN ACRES PROGRAM FOR THE ACQUISITION OF BLOCK 2102, 

LOT 2.02 

 

 R2025-235 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL, TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, 

COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING THE 2025 RATE OF 

PAY FOR OFF DUTY EMPLOYMENT FOR CONTRACTING SERVICES PROVIDED BY 

THE PHILLIPSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Kennedy   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council Vice President Clark  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

14. NEW BUSINESS – None 

 

15.  OLD BUSINESS – None 
 

16. MOTIONS – Firefighter Application – Dylan Dushok 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries  5-0  

            



    

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Kennedy  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Clark  X  X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 
 

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Neha Babani 689 Sayers Ave –has a contract and permit for a new gas 

furnace but the gas line has been disconnected because the previous owner did not respond to 

correspondence and notifications. The Town had denied a permit for its reconnection. Engineer Tim 

O’Brien (audience) stated that the previous owner had ignored correspondence and notifications and the 

state allowed the line to be disconnected. The town had previously denied a permit because more 

information was needed which has since been obtained. Attorney Wenner stated that there is a 

moratorium on opening a road unless a waiver is granted by Council. Mr. O’Brien stated that this road 

had been paved a few years ago. He recommended granting the waiver. 

 

ROLL CALL Waive road opening moratorium for 689 Sayers Avenue Motion Carries  5-0  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Kennedy  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council Vice President Clark  
 

 X   
 

Council President Marino   X    

 

 -Bill Timmon – The Delaware Toll Bridge Commission will be raising tolls. Does the 

Commission still provide money to the town for improvements? Mayor Piazza stated that the toll increase 

was announced yesterday. The program Mr. Timmon referenced was abolished by the Bridge 

Commission in the early 2000’s.  

 -Pamela Clark – Project Manager, Phillipsburg LEAD – They have been working with the 

Warren County Bar Association regarding the Clean Slate Act that expunges some records to help people 

with housing and jobs. They are continuing to help residents every day  

  

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 

 -Councilman Saultz – congratulated the new Council member and Vice President. If we put our 

heads together and make a big effort we can make the town shine. 

 -Councilman Kennedy – congratulated the Council members and Vice President and wished 

everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 -Councilman Wanisko – …(unintelligible)We want to make a future together. I’m ready to work 

with anyone who wants to move us forward. I won’t let anyone’s reluctance hold this town in place. 

Progress starts with preparation, and a willingness to show up, and you’ll see me doing both. Thank you 

for this opportunity. I’m grateful for your trust. I’m ready to get to work 

 -Council Vice President Clark – Congratulated the new Council members and the three new 

police officers. The Tree Lighting event will be on November 30, from 12 to 6 pm at Shappell Park.  

 -Council President Marino – congratulated the new Council members and Vice President.  



    
  

19. EXECUTIVE SESSION – No Executive Session 
 

20. ADJOURNMENT 6:49 pm Council Vice President Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by 

Councilman Saultz. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 


