
  approved 3-24-26 
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

March 10, 2026— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00  pm   By CP Kennedy 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Clark 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Fey 

5. ROLL CALL – Council Members Present – Kennedy, Clark, Fey, Saultz, Wanisko 

  -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Baldwin, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner 

 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –   February 20, 2026 Emergency Meeting Minutes  

  February 24, 2026 Regular Session Minutes 

       February 24, 2026 Executive Session Minutes  

       March 3, 2025 Work Session Minutes 

              

  ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

7.  BILLS LIST  

 Councilman Wanisko requested that check #4594 be pulled, requesting additional information. 

Attorney Baldwin did not have information regarding it and suggested the check discussion be tabled.  

 

 ROLL CALL Approve Bills list without check #4594 Motion Carries   5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    
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ROLL CALL Table discussion of check #4594  Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

8. MAYOR’S REPORT  
 Good evening everyone, I would like to take a moment to provide an update regarding the 

ongoing response to the sinkhole and roadway collapse at Summit Avenue and Lewis Street. Last 

week I had the opportunity to stand alongside Governor Mikie Sherrill, State Senator Doug 

Steinhardt, and representatives from the New Jersey Department of Transportation as they 

announced $1.2 million in Local Aid funding to assist Phillipsburg with the necessary repairs in 

the affected area. This funding is extremely important as it allows us to move forward with 

repairs in a safe and responsible manner while helping relieve a significant financial burden that 

would other fall on the taxpayers of Phillipsburg.  

 I also want to emphasize that communication throughout this entire process has been excellent 

between all levels of government. The cooperation between the Governor’s office, Senator 

Steinhardt, NJDTO, our Town Council, and the town administration has allowed us to move as 

quickly and effectively as humanly possible in responding to this very complex situation. 

 Just as important as repairing the infrastructure is supporting the residents who have been directly 

affected. Several home have been deemed unsafe as a result of the incident, and families were 

displaced. Senator Steinhardt and his law firm, Florio Perucci Steinhardt Capelli & Tipton, along 

with his law partners Christian Perucci and Brian Tipton, have generously offered to provide the 

homeowners pro bono legal assistance to help them pursue potential relief and navigate the 

challenges they are facing. This is a generous gesture that speaks to the deep roots and 

commitment many of our leaders have to this community. 

 Additionally, following our recent meetings, Gover Sherrill’s office, Senator Steinhardt, NJDOT, 

and our Warren County Commissioners are continuing to look for alternate funding and explore 

additional assistance options for the residents who have been adversely affected. 

 Situations like this remind us how important strong partnerships are. On behalf of the Town of 

Phillipsburg, I want to thank all of our state, county, and local partners for stepping up and 

working together to help our community. 

 We will continue to keep the public informed on the progress and changes and remain focused on 

both repairing the infrastructure and supporting the residents impacted by this event. 

 Respectfully submitted, Randy S. Piazza, Jr. 

 

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

  Council President Kennedy stated that Resolution 2026-46 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A 

GRANT APPLICATION FISCAL YEAR 2027 COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING 

PROGRAM has been added and will be included in the Consent Agenda vote. A copy of the 

resolution was provided to the public with tonight’s agenda. 

 -Joe Meyner, resident – O2026-09- asked if there has been any attempt to clear the armory and do 

something with it. He is worried the town has established this area for redevelopment without a 

specific plan. This site should be competing with other sites, including the old town hall building. 

The Planning Board should serve as a neutral agency. If Council doesn’t understand this, please 

table the ordinance. 
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 -Dan Boyce, resident – asked for  additional information of the tabled check and amount.  

Council President Kennedy stated that without our usual attorney present, any discussion of the 

check has been tabled.  

 -resident – requested more information on the sinkholes and helping the families affected. Tim 

O’Brien, Engineer (audience) stated that Ground Penetrating Radar was used to scan the road and 

sidewalks. There were some areas near the intersection, but not under the sidewalks, that were 

tagged. These areas were filled with regular backfill and no holes were located. In addition, the 

original sinkhole is not expanding. A more accurate geotechnical study will be done. Mayor 

Piazza stated the town is waiting on NJDOT, DCA and the Governor’s office. The town has 

limited municipal funds available for this but is actively working to find public funds that can be 

used for private matters. Senator Steinhardt’s law firm has offered pro bono services for the 

residents affected and will help them with insurance issues. Mayor Piazza stated the town has 

tried to contact those affected to provide a contact list for agencies providing assistance. Tim 

O’Brien provided additional information regarding the geotechnical study including where it can 

or will be run and a general timeline. 

 -Terry Baker – his mother’s house is 27 Summit Avenue. While daytime shelter has been 

provided, they are in need of regular day and nighttime shelter for the long term. The town 

received $1.2 million from the state. Can’t this be used to help the people? Mayor Piazza stated 

that the town has been trying to secure resources and the $1.2 million came in the fastest. But this 

money is strictly for roadwork. He is waiting to hear from the County Commissioners who may 

have temporary shelter available. Mr. Baker asked if a homeowner can sign a waiver to gain 

access to their home. Attorney Baldwin stated that until the buildings are brought up to code they 

cannot be occupied. 

 -Sharon Madison, resident – She and her family were evacuated from their home at 31 Summit 

with only 15 minutes warning to get whatever they would need. She, her 86 year old husband, her 

daughter, and their pets are staying with a friend who has given them another two weeks to find a 

place to stay. She hasn’t been able to find anywhere else. Mayor Piazza stated that the town is 

working with organizations, the County, and the State to try to find places. He will pass on 

information as soon as he receives it.  

 -Council President Kennedy asked if others have comments regarding the sinkholes to wait until 

the Public Petitions portion of the meeting to voice them. This portion of the meeting is to discuss 

items on the agenda. 

  

10.  COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS – Open Space Committee 

  Jim “JP” Stettner – Property Owner/Resident  - 2 year term 

 Sherry Corcoran – Property Owner/Resident – 2 year term  

 Dominick Vangeli – Alternate – 1 year term 

  

ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

11. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS - Open Space Committee 

 Alex Ibarra – Property Owner/ Resident – 2 year term 

 Stacy Evans – Property Owner/Resident - 1 year term 

 Richard Backes – Historic Commission - 2 year term  
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ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

              

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

             

12.  ORDINANCES  1st READING  

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at which 

time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance ** 

O2026-09 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE 

PROPERTY REFERRED TO AS THE “BLOCK 1105, LOT 2 441 HECKMAN STREET 

REDEVELOPMENT ZONE”, CONSISTING OF BLOCK 1105, LOT 2 AS IDENTIFIED ON 

THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWN 

Council Discussion - none 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

13. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

 

R2026-38 RESOLUTION APPOINT FUND COMMISSIONER FOR 2026 FUND YEAR 

 

R2026-39 RESOLUTION APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

 

R2026-40 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL, TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY  

OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN  

AGREEMENT WITH FIRTH YOUTH CENTER 

 

R2026-41 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION TO ADDRESS 

REPAIRS REQUIRED AS A RESULT OF A SINKHOLE IN THE PUBLIC STREETS 
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R2026-42 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF EMERGENCY TEMPORARY 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2026 CURRENT FUND IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS OF 

N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 

 

R2026-43 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NUMBER 1 TO TILCON NEW YORK, 

INC. FOR WORK PERFORMED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 2025 ROAD PAVING PROGRAM   

 

R2026-44 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, 

COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR GREEN STREET PARK 

IMPROVEMENTS 

 

R2026-45 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, 

COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR MERCER STREET PARK 

IMPROVEMENTS 

 

R2026-46 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION FISCAL YEAR 2027 COMMUNITY 

PROJECT FUNDING PROGRAM  

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

14.  OLD BUSINESS – None 

 

15. NEW BUSINESS – None 

     

16.  MOTIONS - None 

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

 -Joan Pierce, resident – After the last Council meeting, she was approached by Councilman Fey 

who made a personal comment to her that she found appalling. Ms. Pierce asked how to file an ethics 

complaint. Council President Kennedy reminded Ms. Pierce that individual Council members should not 

be singled out or addressed during the meetings. He will not provide legal advice. Attorney Baldwin 

stated that he would not provide legal advice and she would have to investigate the process. 

 -Ann Davis, resident – She had filed an OPRA request for UEZ accounting expenses. The 

response she received was that, according to the Town Attorney, there are no responsive records. All of 

this money is being spent but there’s no accounting of it? Mayor Piazza stated that the audit she requested 

was done but they have not received the results from the state. The 5 year plan she had requested is a 

working document and the proposal has been submitted to the state. The 5 year plan will come before 

council. Mayor Piazza will check with Attorney Wenner regarding the other records. 

-Bill Ohlandt, resident – Suggested the town’s Tax Assessor reassess the homes/properties 

affected by the sinkholes at $0 from February 17, 2026 until remediation is completed and residents can 
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return to their homes. Mayor Piazza stated that is an option they will look at. Councilman Fey noted there 

are three apartment complexes in town and asked if the town has contacted them to see if there’s any help 

they can offer. Mayor Piazza stated some went to the Housing Authority but were not able to get housing. 

He doesn’t believe the town can broker with a private entity. 

-Joe Meyner, resident – asked if any of the redevelopment designation for the Heckman Street 

property tailors it to a Town Hall location. Does it contain any proposed uses? Council VP Clark stated 

that the plan does not have specific uses but municipal use is recommended along with other public uses 

which are outlined.  

-Nicole Allegar, resident- owns a property on Summit Avenue that she rents out and is concerned 

about her tenants. She also relies on the rent to support herself. Why can’t the $1.2 million be used to help 

the homeowners? Mayor Piazza stated that it is grant money to be used only for road repair. If it is used 

for anything else the town will have to pay it all back and pay for the repairs itself, thus doubling the cost. 

Tim O’Brien stated that the grant will cover road repair, laterals to houses, paving and sidewalks. Mayor 

Piazza recommended she speak with Florio, Perucci, Steinhardt law firm regarding their offer of free 

legal counsel. 

-Dan Boyce, resident – he has done more investigating of the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation ballfield 

and found that a $750,000 donation was made in lieu of a soccer field. The Mayor at the time did not 

follow up properly. Two sitting council members at that time approached Bridge and got them to agree to  

a $350,000 donation to be used for town Recreation. Bridge Construction has been contacted to seek a 

refund of their $350,000 donation because it was not used for town Recreation. Three individuals he 

contacted at Firth Youth Center confirmed that to use their field you have to have your own insurance and 

pay a fee. This will limit who can use it even though it is supposed to be for all residents. 

-Michelle Jensen, resident – has there been any investigation into private or foundational funding 

for the homeowners affected by the sinkhole. She wants to help make a difference for them. 

-Karen Rath -resident-We’re now going on 30 days since the sinkhole opened and cited a 90 day 

regulation. Mayor Piazza recommended she speak with an attorney at the Florio, Perucci, Steinhardt firm. 

They can obtain official documents through the discovery process and they have more power to obtain  

documents from a private entity. 

Resident, 32 Summit Ave – There’s like a firehose in the middle of my yard. Mayor Piazza stated 

that the water lines belong to the water company, not the town. Any time a large fill up is done a portable 

meter is installed to track the water usage. Resident stated everyone’s pointing fingers at each other but 

people aren’t back in their houses. Mayor Piazza and Attorney Baldwin stated that unfortunately the town 

must follow the proper procedures. 

 

18. EXECUTIVE SESSION –  6:55 P.M. 

Attorney Baldwin stated that the topic to be discussed is Attorney/Client privilege. No action will 

be taken. Councilman Saultz moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman Few. Ayes: 5, 

Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries. 

 

RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION – Reconvene Public Session – 7:13 P.M. 

Attorney Baldwin stated that the topic discussed was Attorney/Client privilege. No action was taken. 

Councilman Saultz moved to reconvene Public Session. Seconded by Councilman Fey. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, 

Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries 

 

19.  MOTION – Attorney Baldwin requested a motion to approve Resolution 2026-47 authorizing an 

agreement with GZA Geotech for engineering work in the amount of $167,270.00. 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
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Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

20. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 

- Councilman Saultz – Next Tuesday the St. Patrick’s Day Raising of the Colors will be held at Shappell 

Park at 10 am with a bagpiper to celebrate the event.  

- Councilman Wanisko – stated he confirmed with the Firth Youth Center that the Cal Ripken, Sr. Field 

will be open to public use. It is not their policy or plan to charge. Councilman Wanisko stated he wished 

Council could do more to help everyone affected by the sinkholes. He and the other Council members are 

at your disposal. 

- Councilman Fey – No comments. 

- Council VP Clark – thanked the families for attending tonight. The town is doing everything it can to 

help. Filling the street is the first step but we have to remember the human aspect. After a house fire, he 

was displaced and he understands what they are going through. Council VP Clark thanked the Governor’s 

office for the $1.2 million grant.  

- Council President Kennedy – thanked the Administration, the Engineer, Council members and everyone 

involved in the sinkhole situation. Everyone jumped into action when it occurred and continues to work 

hard toward a resolution. Emergency meetings were held and contract and grant resolutions were 

approved quickly. The town will continue to do what it can and pass on answers as they are received. 

Council President Kennedy encouraged residents to attend the St. Patrick’s Day Flag raising. 

The next Council meeting will be on March 24, 2026. 

  

21. ADJOURNMENT –7:22 PM 

 Council VP Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Fey. 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion carries. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 


