
   
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

February 10, 2026— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00  pm   By CP Kennedy 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Clark 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Saultz  

5. ROLL CALL – Council Members Present – Kennedy, Clark, Saultz, Wanisko 
           Absent – Fey 

-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner 
 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –   January 27, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes 
       January 27, 2026 Executive Session Minutes 
              
  ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey      X 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 
7.  BILLS LIST  
 ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey   

 
  X 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 
8. MAYOR’S REPORT  
 I want to share a clear and transparent update on several major projects moving forward in 

Phillipsburg and how they are being funded. First and foremost, I am proud to highlight the $2.4 
million in federal funding secured for the remediation and repair of Delaware River Park, thanks 
to the efforts of Congressman Tom Kean, Jr. This funding addresses long-standing environmental 
conditions that have made the park unusable and represents a major step toward restoring 
valuable open space for our residents. 
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In addition to Delaware River Park, the Town is advancing several park and recreation 
improvements across Phillipsburg. These include upgrades to the Brentley Park playground, 
improvements at the Mercer Street playground, construction of a fully inclusive playground at 
Brainard Street, new basketball and pickleball courts on Green Street, and renovations at Walters 
Park. 
It is important for residents to understand that all of these projects are funded through state and 
federal grants, open space funds, and designated recreation programs. By law, these funding 
sources cannot be used for any other purpose. They cannot be redirected toward sewer 
infrastructure, daily operations, or the construction of a new municipal building. Using them 
improperly would risk grant clawbacks, legal penalties, and the loss of future funding 
opportunities. 
While continuing to improve parks and quality-of-life amenities, we remain equally focused on 
critical responsibilities such as sewer system compliance, EPA requirements, and long-term 
capital planning. Phillipsburg will continue to move forward responsibly protecting taxpayers, 
leveraging outside funding whenever possible, and ensuring we meet both today's needs and 
tomorrow's obligations. 
Respectfully Submitted.  
Mayor Randy S. Piazza Jr. 
 

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  
 -Robert Kern – Today started with a beautiful morning but it is the same thing every day. You 

come here and nothing gets done. This is a s*** show, the Mayor is giving him s***. Attorney 
Wenner asked if he had a comment or question about an item on the agenda. Mr. Kerns said no, 
he was just p****d. 

             
10.  ORDINANCES  1st READING  

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 24, 2026 at 
which time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance ** 

O2026-06 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY REVISING SEWER USER CHARGES 

Council Discussion - None 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey   

 
  X 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    
 
O2026-07 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY REVISING SEWER USER CHARGES 
Council Discussion - None 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
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Councilman Fey   
 

  X 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    
 
11. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

R2026-26 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE 
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

R2026-27 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT FOR 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO EMPLOYEE SERVICES, LLC D/B/A ESI 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE GROUP 

R2026-28 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT 
AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR 
THE 2026 LOCAL RECREATION IMPROVEMENT GRANT FOR WALTERS PARK 
PAVILION 

R2026-29 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF PRE-ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER 

R2026-30 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS AND REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR SALE OF WASTEWATER 
SYSTEM 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey   

 
  X 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 
R2026-25 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, 
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF 
TERMINATION OF DEED OF EASEMENTS, COVENANTS, AND RESTRICTIONS 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG AND CAL RIPKEN, SR. 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

Pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Saultz 

Councilman Saultz stated he was not part of the original agreement but it is shameful that the Cal 
Ripken Foundation, with all of their funding, cannot return all of the money we gave them. 
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ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 3-1-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey   

 
  X 

Councilman Saultz  
  

X   

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 
R2026-31 UEZ FUNDING REQUEST: ADMINISTRATIVE  BUDGET FOR URBAN 
ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM  FY26 7/1/25 TO 6/30/26 

Pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Wanisko 

Councilman Wanisko asked that the resolution be tabled as he believes there is an error and these 
are backdated to last year. Craig Brotons, Business Administrator, (audience) confirmed that this 
resolution and R2026-32 are requests for the 2025/2026 fiscal year, July 1, 2025 through 
6/30/2026. Only a certain maximum amount in grant applications is allowed to be submitted at 
one time. He stated that due to changes in administration, applications have been on hold until the 
5 year plan is approved. Mayor Piazza stated that the UEZ had not had past resolutions or funding 
applications approved by the state, but now they are being approved. Councilman Wanisko stated 
he will not request the resolutions be tabled, but put to a vote for approval. 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey   

 
  X 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 
R2026-32 UEZ FUNDING REQUEST: PUBLIC SAFETY BUDGET FOR URBAN 
ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM  FY26 7/1/25 TO 6/30/26 

Pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Wanisko 

Councilman Wanisko stated that this resolution can be voted on for approval.  

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey   

 
  X 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    
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Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

  
12.  OLD BUSINESS –  Councilman Saultz stated that the DPW is moving snowbanks to make the 

roads clearer. They did a great job and had most of the road cleared within 2 days of the storm. 
 -Council VP Clark asked where in the process was the Green Acres survey. Mayor Piazza stated 

that the survey information had been submitted but they have not heard back.  
 
13. NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
14.  MOTIONS -  Sidewalk Waiver Request– 340 Fleming Drive  

 Engineer Tim O’Brien stated that the Land Use Board cannot waive the sidewalk. The property is 
across the street from the elementary school which has sidewalks. Properties on this side of the street do 
not have sidewalks. If Council requires this property to install sidewalks, the other properties on this side 
of the street will have to install sidewalks.  

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 3-0-1-1 
            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilman Fey   

 
  X 

Councilman Saultz  
  

 X  

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 
15. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Joe Meyner – resident- Regarding R2026-30, do not sell the sewer 
system. You will save a small amount of money now but you will have to pay to process it and the 
company will profit. It is more expensive to sell it than to keep operating it. You have two great engineers 
who can work to make it efficient and low cost while keeping the system up to date. 
-Ann Davis – resident -There is an event to take place with a private organization in partnership with UEZ 
with private company received a percentage of the profits. The person running that organization is also 
receiving UEZ funds. Attorney Wenner stated he does not know enough about that situation to provide an 
explanation, however, UEZ funding does permit third party payments. Ms. Davis stated that there is talk 
going around that the town plans to privatize garbage pickup and half of the DPW staff is to be laid off. 
Council VP Clark and Mayor Piazza stated there are no such plans and they support bolstering the DPW, 
not reducing it.  
-Bill Benz – Phillipsburg Downtown Association – UEZ newsletter provides information on activities 
downtown. The information comes from the source, not social media and he recommends residents read it 
for up to date information.   
-Robert Kern – apologized for his earlier comments. They were not personal. He gets passionate and 
emotional. 
-Rubin – He submitted a zoning application in September but has not heard anything. Mayor Piazza stated 
the department is in a transition period and he will get the information for him. 
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16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 
- Councilman Saultz – No comments 
- Councilman Wanisko – stated he had not heard any rumors about privatizing DPW. They do a great job. 
Councilman Wanisko stated that he attended the Police Department presentation of the new self-reporting 
kiosk at the library. This will allow residents to report non-emergency and non-violent incidents. 
- Council VP Clark – agrees with other Council members that DPW is doing a great job. No one is 
thinking of privatization. He thanked Ms. Davis for bringing it to their attention and asked residents to 
stop spreading this rumor. Council VP Clark is the liaison for NORWESCAP. He and School Board 
President Ms. Vicki Mendez-Branch have attended meetings recently. There is an ongoing initiative to 
increase the relationship between Council, nonprofits, and school board representatives. They are working 
on an endeavor to spotlight small businesses in town so they can showcase what they do and drive 
customer support. They’d like to highlight black owned businesses during Black History Month. Council 
VP Clark and Councilman Wanisko are on the Redevelopment subcommittee. They will discuss 
Brandywine’s potential as a redeveloper for the municipal complex, hash out details and look into 
Brandywine’s past work. 
- Council President Kennedy – recognized our First Responders for their work at the McWane Ductile 
fire. There were brutal conditions with the subfreezing temperatures but they got the fire under control 
quickly.  
 
17.  EXECUTIVE SESSION –  6:36 P.M. 

Attorney Wenner stated that the topics to be discussed are litigation and Delaware River Park. No 
action will be taken. Councilman Wanisko moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by 
Councilman Saultz. Ayes: 4, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 1. Motion carries. 
 
RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION – Reconvene Public Session – 6:52 P.M. 
Attorney Wenner stated that the topics discussed were litigation and the Delaware River Park. No 
action was taken. Council VP Clark moved to reconvene Public Session. Seconded by 
Councilman Saultz. Ayes: 4, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 1. Motion carries. 

 
18. ADJOURNMENT – 6:53 PM 
 Councilman Saultz moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. 

Ayes:4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 Motion carries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 
 


