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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

EMERGENCY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

February 20, 2026— 2:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 2:00  pm   By Rich W. 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT/STATEMENT OF PUBLIC NOTICE 

Adequate notice of this meeting was sent electronically to newspaper of record and posted 

in the municipal building. Due to the emergency nature of the meeting subject, publication 

in the newspaper prior to the meeting could not be done. Discussion and action were limited 

to this emergency matter. 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     All  

4. INVOCATION       

5. ROLL CALL – Council Members Present – Kennedy, Clark, Saultz, Wanisko 

           Absent – Fey 

-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Deputy Municipal Clerk Torres, HR Tara,   

Town Engineer, Captain McDonald  

              

  ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey      X 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

6. EMERGENCY MEETING – The purpose of the meeting is consideration to authorize an 

application to NJDOT for a grant for improvements to Summit Ave and Lewis St through the 

NJDOT Local Aid Infrastructure Fund (LAIF) 

7. RESOLUTIONS – R2026-33 -Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant 

contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Summit Ave and Lewis St 

Improvements project. 

RW - just briefly for the public certification and for the minutes, the reason why this meeting is 

being held without adequate notice is due to the sinkhole situation on Summit and the need to 

approve a funding resolution, which would be A grant application to the New Jersey Department 

of Transportation, which would provide funding to help effectuate repairs and stabilization of the 

sinkholes. The sinkholes are a matter of urgency and importance, impacting and affecting public 

interest, such that a delay in providing adequate notice, as required under the open public 
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meetings Act, would likely result in substantial harm to the public interest. I want to further make 

clear for the record that this meeting will be limited to the discussion of and acting on the 

resolution to submit a grant application and to execute a grant contract with New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the Summit Avenue and Lewis Street improvements project, 

again, that is where the sinkholes have occurred. 

RW - this resolution is for approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant 
contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Summit Avenue and 
Lewis Street improvements project. Now therefore, be it resolved. Town council of 
Phillipsburg formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. Be it 
further resolved that the mayor, business administrator and clerk are hereby authorized to 
submit an electronic grant application identified as LAIF 2026, Summit Avenue and Lewis 
Street, improvement 00094, to the NJDOT, on behalf of the town of Phillipsburg. Be it further 
resolved that the mayor, business administrator and clerk are hereby authorized to sign the 
grant agreement on behalf of the town of Phillipsburg, and that their signature constitutes 
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution 
of the grant agreement. Be it further resolved that the mayor clerk and engineer are hereby 
authorized to upload, sign and certify the grant application resolution electronically 
required by NJDOT grant program that is a southern substance of the resolution. Tim 
O'Brien, our town engineer, is in the is in the audience. Tim, if you could just give a brief 
explanation as to the grant itself, the grant application with the money will be used for it, I 
would appreciate it  

TO - Yes. this is an emergent Fund grant program administered by NJDOT for extending 
rating circumstances. We are applying for a grant to address the rest of the reconstruction 
of the road as a result of a sinkhole at the intersection of Summit and Lewis. We are 
anticipating costs for the reconstruction of the road at $1 million plus or minus, and we're 
also anticipating a need to resurface the roadway after all the work has been completed, 
and there will need to be replacement of sidewalks along summit also and into Lewis. So, 
we're also asking for additional funds for that item. 

LC – the only question is if this million will cover the additional voids being found? 

TO - This will be focused just on the reconstruction of Summit and Lewis. It will not expand 
beyond that right now. That's the extent of where our voids are. It's focused on the right of 
way roadway. 
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ROLL CALL      Motion Carries 4-0-0-1 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey      X 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

       

 

8.  ADJOURNMENT – 2:10 PM 

 

 Council Vice President moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. 

Ayes:4, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 Motion carries. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Nicole Torres, Deputy Municipal Clerk 


