TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 24, 2026— 6:00 P.M.

Approved 3/10/26

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:00 pm By CP Kennedy

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Clark

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All

4. INVOCATION Led by Councilman Fey
5. ROLL CALL - Council Members Present — Kennedy, Clark, Fey, Saultz, Wanisko

-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — February 10, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2026 Executive Session Minutes
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-0-1

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea Nay Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey X
Councilman Saultz X
Councilman Wanisko X X
Council VP Clark X X

X

Council President Kennedy

7. BILLS LIST

Councilman Fey asked that checks to vendors #1631, 1677, 1680 and 1518 be held until further
documentation can be provided showing what consultation services they provided.

ROLL CALL Remaining items on the Bill list

Motion Carries

5-0

Councilmembers

First

Second

Yea

Nay

Abstain

Absent

Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz

Councilman Wanisko

Council VP Clark

Council President Kennedy
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8. EXECUTIVE SESSION - 6:08 P.M.
Attorney Wenner stated that the topic to be discussed is the proposed municipal complex and
renovations to the Corliss Avenue Building. No action will be taken. Councilman Fey moved to
enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0,

Absent: 0. Motion carries.



RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION — Reconvene Public Session — 6:24 P.M.
Attorney Wenner stated that the topic discussed was the proposed municipal complex and
renovations to the Corliss Avenue Building. No action was taken. Councilman Saultz moved to
reconvene Public Session. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0,
Absent: 0. Motion carries.

9. PROCLAMATIONS
PROCLAMATION - Lenora’s Bar and Grill — Read by Council Vice President Clark

Honoring the Woods Family and Lenora's Bar & Grill for their Commitment to Community and
Excellence in Celebration of Black History Month

WHEREAS, Black History Month is a time to recognize, celebrate, and honor the achievements,
contributions, and enduring legacy of Black Americans throughout our nation’s history; and
WHEREAS, Black-owned businesses have long served as pillars of economic empowerment, cultural
preservation, and community leadership, contributing significantly to the vitality and character of
municipalities across the United States; and

WHEREAS, Lenora's Bar & Grill has distinguished itself as more than a place of dining and gathering,
but as a welcoming community hub where residents come together in fellowship, celebration, and shared
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the establishment draws its name and enduring guiding light from the love, strength, and
inspiration of the late Lenora H. Willis, embodied through her son Maryland Woods, that resonates with
all who walk through its doors; and

WHEREAS, the establishment has contributed to the economic growth and cultural richness of
Phillipsburg while fostering unity, opportunity, and pride within the community;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Phillipsburg hereby recognizes and honors
Lenora's Bar & Grill during Black History Month for its outstanding contributions to our community and
for embodying the values of leadership, perseverance, and cultural significance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We, the Mayor and Governing Body of the Town of Phillipsburg have
hereunto set our hand and caused the Seal of the Town of Phillipsburg to be affixed this 24th day of
February, 2026.

PROCLAMATION - Remembrance and Recognition of Unknown Black Child — Read by Council
President Kennedy
Proclamation of Remembrance and Recognition of the Unknown Black Child of Phillipsburg

WHEREAS, The Town of Phillipsburg with all due solemnity and respect recognizes the importance of
each and every one of its citizens and hereby wishes to acknowledge its own;

WHEREAS, The uncovered history of Phillipsburg has revealed that in 1844 an Unknown Black Child
was buried somewhere in what would become the Phillipsburg Cemetery, which was formerly
known as “Mr. Roseberry’s wheat field”;

WHEREAS, Little is known about the child who is said to have “fallen into a sandpit and died of
injuries”;

WHEREAS, The child’s name and eternal resting place have been lost to history;

WHEREAS, The Town of Phillipsburg wishes to recognize this Unknown Black Child and let others
know of this child’s life and presence within our town;

WHEREAS, A plaque commemorating this child’s life and death has been commissioned by the
Phillipsburg Area Historical Society and the Phillipsburg Urban Enterprise Zone;

WHEREAS, The plaque, to be prominently displayed at the Phillipsburg Cemetery, will be unveiled in a
ceremony held at Phillipsburg Cemetery marking the close of Black History Month on February
28,2026 at 11 a.m. and led by the Reverend Wayne C. Sherrer, author of Phorgotten No More:
Glimpses of the African-American presence in Phillipsburg, New Jersey 1777 — 2021;

WHEREAS, we believe it is important to “take this one small step in acknowledging this child with this
plaque commemorating a life, precious in God’s eyes and now, finally, visible to ours”;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Phillipsburg proclaim and acknowledge

10.

11.

12.

this unknown black child to be a full citizen of the Town of Phillipsburg with all the rights and
privileges pertaining in accordance with law and custom, Forgotten No More.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Good evening everyone,

Over the past week, Phillipsburg has been actively responding to the roadway collapse and
sinkhole activity along Summit Avenue near Lewis Street. This has been a challenging situation
for the residents directly affected and for our broader community, especially given the national
attention it has received.

Early assessments indicate the incident likely stemmed from an infrastructure failure beneath the
roadway, including what is believed to have been a water main break. In response, we declared a
State of Local Emergency as a proactive administrative step to mobilize resources quickly and
coordinate engineers, geological experts, and utility partners.

Last Friday, Town Council held a special meeting to ensure all necessary authorizations could
move forward without delay. That action helped us maintain momentum and remain responsive
as repairs and evaluations continue.

Electric service has been restored to the majority of impacted homes, and water service
interruptions have been significantly reduced. Water main work is continuing and crews are
working to restore full pressure and ensure long term reliability.

I want to thank our Town Administration, Police Department, Fire Department, Emergency
Squad, DPW, and municipal engineers for their tireless efforts. We are also grateful to Aqua,
JCP&L, Elizabethtown Gas, and Montana Construction for their partnership.

I also want to thank Governor Mikie Sherrill and her office, Congressman Tom Kean and his
office, Senator Doug Steinhardt, and our Warren County Commissioners for reaching out and
offering their support during this time.

Most importantly, our thoughts remain with the families directly affected as we continue working
toward a safe and lasting solution for our community.

Respectfully Submitted.

Randy S. Piazza Jr.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS —

-Joe Meyner, resident — asked for clarification on which ordinances would have a second reading
on March 10, 2026. Council President Kennedy replied only 02026-08 will have a second
reading.

ORDINANCES 1st READING

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at which
time any interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance **

02026-08 AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING THE PHILLIPSBURG TOWN CODE TO INCLUDE AND DESIGNATE
DATA CENTERS AS A PROHIBITED USE IN ALL ZONES WITHIN THE TOWN OF
PHILLIPSBURG

Council Discussion — Council VP Clark stated that data centers are a real threat that could results in
electric and water rate hikes. This is the right step in protecting residents. Councilman Saultz agreed with
CVP Clark. These centers use a lot of power and water. Council President Kennedy noted that the
resolution came from Warren County Commissioner Kearns.



ROLL CALL

13.

Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey X
Councilman Saultz X X
Councilman Wanisko X
Council VP Clark X X
Council President Kennedy X

Attorney Wenner asked that the ordinance be sent to the Land Use Board for review regarding the

Town’s Master Plan.

ORDINANCES 2™ READING AND PUBLIC HEARING

Attorney Wenner requested a motion to authorize switching only the numbers of 02026-06 and
02026-07. 02026-06 would be renumbered as 02026-07 and 02026-07 would be renumbered as

02026-06.
ROLL CALL

Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers

First

Second

Yea | Nay | Abstain

Absent

Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz

Councilman Wanisko

Council VP Clark

Council President Kennedy
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02026-07 (previously numbered 02026-06) ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY REVISING SEWER USER CHARGES

Public Discussion — Joe Meyner, resident — asked what are the base amount of repairs in the lines and the
plant needed to cover future use. A study should be done and this ordinance postponed until the results
are received so the town does not underfund again. We will get stuck with privatization of the sewer plant

and will be overcharged. We received 2 to 3 million from the Federal Government.

-Dan Boyce, resident — has anything been done about property owners who are not paying their sewer

bills? Mayor Piazza stated that has been addressed. CP Kennedy stated that the ordinance adds that.

Council Discussion - None

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey
Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko




Council VP Clark X

Council President Kennedy

02026-06 (previously numbered 02026-07) ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY REVISING SEWER USER CHARGES

Public Discussion — Joe Meyner, resident — get the study done, commissioned by the sewer people, that
deals with operating and other costs to establish a base on which to determine how much is needed. This
is essential information for the governing body to justify the funds needed to fix the system. Spend the
extra money now on the study.

Council Discussion - None

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko

Council VP Clark X
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Council President Kennedy

14. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **

R2026-34 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2026-35 RESOLUTION APPROVING JUNK DEALER LICENSE FOR 2026
R2026-36 RESOLUTION DECLARING EMERGENCY FOR PURPOSES OF

CONTRACTING SERVICES
ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey X X
Councilman Saultz X
Councilman Wanisko X X
Council VP Clark X
X

Council President Kennedy

15. OLD BUSINESS - Council VP Clark asked if the grant application related to the sinkholes had
gone out yet. Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience) stated it is going through the process.

16. NEW BUSINESS — Councilman Saultz stated that residents have brought up having a crosswalk

installed across Roseberry St near the Wawa. Mayor Piazza and Engineer Tim O’Brien provided

5



information that one side of the street in that area is in Pohatcong. An NJ DOT grant for a crosswalk close
to the Fisher Avenue intersection is in the engineering phase. This would be a hybrid crosswalk at which
a pedestrian pushes a button which begins and phases through light sequences on the crosswalk from
yellow to red to yellow. The lights are timed to allow time to completely cross the street. Warning signs
would also be installed.

17. MOTIONS - None

18. PUBLIC PETITIONS - Joan Pierce, resident — asked when Council members receive their
agendas. Council President Kennedy stated by the end of business on Friday. Ms. Pierce stated that if a
council member has questions on agenda items, they can reach out to the Administration or Clerk’s Office
for answers prior to the meeting. So why are questions being raised tonight? Councilman Fey stated the
municipal building was closed on Monday. Ms. Pierce stated you could make a phone call. This is not the
first time UEZ checks are being questioned but Mayor Piazza has already answered questions.
Councilman Fey stated the process needs to be followed.

Ms. Pierce stated the Library is supposed to be self sufficient but the town is still paying for it. CP
Kennedy stated that voters decided by referendum to fund the library. Ms. Pierce asked where parking
revenue is going. CP Kennedy stated it goes into the town’s general fund.

-Dan Boyce, resident — the entire $300,00 donated by Bridge for the Cal Ripken filed should have been
returned to the town. The foundation promised they did not want any money from the town, but they kept
the $74,000. Now they are putting their field at the Firth Youth Center. You have to be a member of the
center to participate, so the field will not be available to all the children of Phillipsburg. Two members of
Council sat on the Cal Ripken commission which is a conflict of interest. They were voted in to take care
of the town, not a private entity. Attorney Wenner explained the many steps that occurred that caused the
Cal Ripken Foundation to move the field to the Firth Youth Center property, including that the NJDEP
required a separate 1 72 acre retention pond at Walter’s Park, concerns about the safety of the retention
pond, the additional cost of the retention pond and safety measures, the loss of use of that 1 !4 acres. In
order to keep the Cal Ripken field in Phillipsburg, Council agreed to the move. The $76,000 was used for
survey and engineering services at Walter’s Park, not the Firth Youth Center.

-Warren Smith, resident — has had a zoning permit tied up since 2024. Other people’s permits were
approved and he got DCA involved. Who can he contact to get his permit. Mayor Piazza stated that the
town is in the process of filling the Zoning Officer position. He asked Mr. Smith to complete the zoning
information online.

-Dan Boyce, resident - Mr. Boyce thanked Mr. Wenner for the information. The Cal Ripken Foundation
should have returned the money to the town. That was donations given by others. Mr. Boyce does not like
that it will be a private field that non-members cannot use. Mayor Piazza stated that it was a joint decision
to move the field. Attorney Wenner stated that the Council authorized termination of the agreement at the
last meeting.

-Bill Benz, Phillipsburg Downtown Association — The UEZ schedule shows upcoming events such as the
Ole Town Festival. He would like to see the information and courses of work done by the UEZ forwarded
to Council for the minutes to resolve these questions. UEZ It appears the UEZ is not fully embraced by
the Council on all levels. UEZ funds come from the state, not the town and the amount of funds could be
enormous. These funds being used to promote UEZ functions along with improved infrastructure will, in
the long term, greatly increase property values. Mr. Benz asked for support for the UEZ and help
promoting the Ole Town Festival.

-Tasha, non-resident - works in Warren County to help individuals struggling with homelessness and
food insecurity. There are no homeless shelters in Warren County. Where are individuals sent and where
can concerns be directed? Mayor Piazza agreed that is an issue they’ve been trying to address. The town
works with CARES and Safe Harbor which both fill up quickly and can have strict requirements. Several
organizations have looked into opening shelters in town but the town does not own any suitable
properties. The organizations would have to own or purchase a property. Any questions or concerns can
be directed to his office.



-Keith Wicker, resident — asked who is the Council liaison for UEZ and are payment vouchers submitted
with hours and descriptions? CP Kennedy replied he is the liaison and the UEZ board is in transition. Mr.
Wicker stated that in the past everything had to be submitted with details and funds were pre-approved
through the state portal. Mayor Piazza stated that the portal had been discontinued for several years and
has only just been restarted. In the past expenditures had to be preapproved before funds were released by
the state and the UEZ liaison would share information with council. Councilman Fey stated he wants to
make sure the process is followed correctly. Mr. Wicker stated that he should have done his due diligence
and requested information before the meeting.

19. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Saultz — Thanked the Mayor, Administration, Employees, and all of the emergency
services for their tireless efforts on Summit Ave. His heart breaks for the people who were affected and
cannot return home. Donations of food and gift cards are being accepted at the Police Department, the
Library, and the Municipal Building for these residents. He encouraged everyone to buy a little extra on
their next shopping trip and make a donation.

- Councilman Wanisko — Agreed with Councilman Saultz and feels for everyone who was impacted.
Councilman Wanisko commended Attorney Wenner for his explanation of the Cal Ripken Foundation
situation. He clarified the information and dispelled misinformation.

- Councilman Fey — On behalf of the Firth Youth Center Board he thanked Police Chief Goodell and all
who were involved for setting up the demonstration of the new self-reporting kiosk.

- Council VP Clark — Stated that the new OWL system shows that Council is committed to greater
transparency and technology and is working to create a better experience for residents. Council VP Clark
thanked everyone for their work on the sinkholes. The town is working with the families that were
impacted. He thanked Council President Kennedy for setting up an emergency meeting last week to
authorize a grant application to help subsidize the associated costs and reduce the impact on taxpayers.
Council VP Clark also thanked Governor Sherrill’s office and Senator Steinhardt for calling him and
Mayor Piazza and offering assistance. This is the last meeting during Black History Month. Council VP
Clark is proud of the proclamations read tonight. A ceremony will be held on Feb 28 at the cemetery to
present a plaque honoring the unknown black child and on March 1 Lenora’s will be hosting a celebration
event. Regarding the Cal Ripken Field, this is the first Cal Ripken field in the state of New Jersey and it
will be in Phillipsburg. He is not aware of any membership restrictions and believes the field will be open
to all. The Economic Development Committee, part of Gov. Sherrill’s transition team policy initiative,
has released their recommended policy which includes benefits for small businesses and expands the use
of UEZ and what funds can be used for.

- Council President Kennedy — Regarding the sinkholes, the Administration worked quickly and pulled
together to deal with this crisis. It is heart breaking to see people displaced. The town will post on
Facebook items that can be donated and where they can be dropped off. Right now the town is focused on
getting the road fixed and residents back in their homes safely. Regarding the Cal Ripken field, the
Foundation is approached by towns all over the country wanting one of their fields. This is a state of the
art four season field that will greatly benefit the town. The town is not being charged and donors were
asking why the field was not built yet. Council President Kennedy stated he and Councilman Clark were
asked to sit on the committee. Should they say no? The location of the field was moved for no other
reason than to see Phillipsburg children playing on a Cal Ripken field. The Firth Youth Center hosts
many different sports programs for all children.

20. ADJOURNMENT -7:32 PM
Council VP Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Fey.
Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion carries.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



