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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

2026 REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 01, 2026 — 12:00 P.M. 

1. SWEARING IN OF COUNCILMEMBERS- ELECT – Attorney Wenner introduced 

Lieutenant Governor-Elect Dr. Caldwell who will swear in the Councilmembers-Elect. Dr. 

Caldwell spoke of the significance and importance of public service. He thanked the public for 

attending and wished everyone a Happy New Year. Lt. Gov. Caldwell swore in Lee Clark as 

Councilman, Bernie Fey as Councilman, and Keith Kennedy as Councilman. Lt. Gov. Caldwell 

concluded by stating it was an honor to be here and asked the public to support their elected 

officials. 

2. SELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON-PRO-TEMPORE Acting Clerk Turner opened the 

meeting (12:07 PM) and asked for nominations for Chairperson Pro-Tempore - Councilman Clark 

nominated Attorney Richard Wenner to serve as Chairperson-Pro-Tempore.  No other 

nominations were received.   

 

Roll Call        Passed 5-0 

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Fey  
 

X    

Councilman Kennedy 
 

X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X   
 

Councilman Wanisko   X    

 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT –  Read by Attorney Wenner 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE -                    By All 

4. INVOCATION          Led by Attorney Wenner 

5. SELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 Attorney Wenner asked for nominations for Council President for calendar year 2026. 

Councilman Clark nominated Councilman Kennedy for Council President. No other nominations 

were received.   

 

Roll Call Councilman Kennedy for Council President    

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark X  X   
 

Councilman Fey  X X    
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Councilman Kennedy 
 

 X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X   
 

Councilman Wanisko   X    

.  Attorney Wenner swore in Council President Kennedy and handed over the gavel. 

6. SELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENT 

 CP Kennedy thanked his fellow council members for their trust in him as Council President and 

asked for nominations for Council Vice President. 

Councilman Wanisko nominated Councilman Clark. No other nominations were received.  

 

Roll Call Councilman Kennedy for Council Vice President  Passed 5-0 

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Clark   X   
 

Councilman Fey  
 

X    

Councilman Kennedy 
 

X X    

Councilman Saultz 
 

 X   
 

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

 

 Attorney Wenner swore in Council Vice President Clark. 

7. ROLL CALL – Present: Kennedy, Clark, Fey, Saultz, Wanisko.  

Also present: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Clerk Turner 

 

8. BILLS LIST  

Roll Call         Passed 5-0 

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –   

 - Joe Meyner, resident – regarding the appointment of an attorney, he would like Council to 

consider broadening their rules of operation/order and empowering the attorney with the responsibility to 

make decisions independent of his firm to judge any motion brought before Council.  
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10. CONFIRMATION OF MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS  

I. Attorney: Rich Wenner, Esq., Lavery, Selvaggi, & Cohen 

II. Auditor: Heidi Wohlleb, Nisivoccia & Company, LLP 

III. Bond Counsel: Everett M. Johnson, Esq., Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer 

IV.   Municipal Engineer: Stanley Schrek, PE, Van Cleef Engineering 

V.   Wastewater Engineer: Dennis Yoder, PE, Remington and Vernick 

VI.   Financial Advisor: Phoenix Advisors 

VII.   Risk Manager: Acrisure and Fairview Associates 

VIII.   Insurance Consultant: Acrisure 

IX. Municipal Planner: Van Cleef Engineering 

X.  Public Defender: Brian Grace 

XI. Emergency Management Coordinator: Richard Hay 

XII. Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator: Mabel Cook 

 

Roll Call Mayoral Appointments     Passed 5-0,  

          

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President 

Kennedy 

  X    

 

11. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS – Boards and Committees 

 Library Board – William Duffy – 5 year term ending 12/31/2030 

Land Use Board - Class II –1 year term - Matt Noel 

     Class IV – 2 year term – Reggie Branch (Alt #2) 

Open Space Committee - Property Owner/Resident – 1 year term -Kelly Post-Sheedy 

    Property Owner/Resident – 1 year term - Steve Stocker 
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Roll Call Mayoral Appointments     Passed 5-0 

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X  Public 

Defender 

 

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President 

Kennedy 

  X    

 

13. ORDINANCES - 1st READING 

O2026-01 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE PHILLIPSBURG TOWN CODE BY 

CREATING CHAPTER 390 ENTITLED “NO CASH POLICY” TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN RULES 

AND REGULATIONS RELATED TO CASH PAYMENTS MADE TO THE TOWN 

Roll Call        Passed 5-0 

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President 

Kennedy 

  X    

 

12. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by one 

motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 

Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

R2026-01 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE TEMPORARY 

BUDGET FOR 2026 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LOCAL BUDGET ACT 

 

R2026-02 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR 

DEBT SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 2026 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 

LOCAL BUDGET ACT 
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R2026-03 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY BUDGET 

FOR THE SEWER UTILITY FUND FOR 2026 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LOCAL BUDGET 

ACT 

 

R2026-04 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION OF A TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR 

DEBT SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 2026 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 

LOCAL BUDGET ACT 

 

R2026-05 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2026 

 

R2026-06 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING SEWER COMMITTEE MEETING DATES FOR 2026 

 

R2026-07 A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS OF THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG 

 

R2026-08 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG 

 

R2026-09 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TOWN ATTORNEY AND/OR SPECIAL TAX 

COUNSEL TO EXECUTE STIPULATIONS, CORRECT ASSESSMENTS IN TAX COURT, FILE 

ADDED, OMITTED, OMITTED/ADDED ASSESSMENTS, ROLL¬BACK TAX COMPLAINTS AND 

TAX APPEALS  

 

R2026-10 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PETTY CASH FUNDS FOR 2026 

 

R2026-11 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE FUNDS FOR VARIOUS MUNICIPAL 

OFFICES AND DEPARTMENTS 

 

R2026-12 A RESOLUTION APPROVING LIST FOR TOWING SERVICES WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG FOR 2026 

 

R2026-13 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO ISSUE 

REFUNDS WITHOUT COUNCIL APPROVAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $50.00 OR LESS 

 

R2026-14 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL CLERK TO ADMINISTER ALL 

GAMES OF CHANCE LICENSES FOR THE YEAR 2026 

 

R2026-15 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING WAIVING OF CLAIMANT CERTIFICATION 

 

R2026-16 RESOLUTION APPOINTING PENSIONS AND BENEFITS CERTIFYING OFFICER AND 

CERTIFYING SUPERVISOR FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

  

R2026-17 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY APPOINTING GERALD J. SHAMEY, ESQ. TO SERVE AS THE JUDGE OF THE 

PHILLIPSBURG TOWN MUNICIPAL COURT 

 

R2026-18 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, APPOINTING SHANNON QUICK TO THE TITLE OF CFO FOR AN INITIAL, 

FOUR-YEAR TERM 
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R2026-19 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX OVERPAYMENTS DUE 

TO DISABLED VETERAN EXEMPTIONS 

 

 

ROLL CALL  Consent Agenda     Passed 5-0  

             

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President 

Kennedy 

 X X    

 

13. NEW BUSINESS - None 

  

14. OLD BUSINESS – None 

 

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS – None 

 

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME –  

 - Councilman Saultz – It is a new year, a new Council, and a promise of a brighter future if we all 

work together to make that happen. Not just Council and the Administration, but a third component, the 

residents. We need our citizens to be more engaged. I will do the best I can to bring our town forward and 

revitalize it. My fellow Councilmembers hold that same thought. 

 - Councilman Wanisko – spoke of visiting the National Constitution Center. When visiting, 

you’re reminded that it was not just an abstract exercise. These were real people with strong opinions and 

real disagreements. Several of the signers had serious reservations about the document but signed it 

anyway because it was the best compromise. That’s the foundation of our country, a compromise. If it 

was good enough to build a nation, it is good enough to guide us now. People of great faith can take 

different paths toward the same destination. It requires honesty, effort, and preparation. I will work with 

anyone who wants to move this town forward. Progress is built by showing up and doing the work. Thank 

you for your trust in me and all of us. 

 - Councilman Fey – thanked the people for their confidence in him and re-electing him and 

thanked his family for allowing him the time to pursue this. He is enthusiastic to work with this council, 

who are all hard working people with integrity and the town’s best interest at heart. God bless the United 

States.  

 - Council Vice President Clark – thanked his colleagues for electing him Vice President and 

congratulated Councilman Kennedy on being elected Council President. He looks forward to working 

with everyone. Council VP Clark thanked the residents for electing him. There is a lot of work to be done 

and hard choices to make to push Phillipsburg forward. We all have the town’s best interest in mind. We 

may not agree on the path, but we agree on the destination. This has been a positive day. Tomorrow there 

is work to be done and he is ready to get to work.  

 - Council President Kennedy – related that the second gavel he has, the one he will be using at 

meeting, belonged to his Great Grandfather who was a constable and a Justice of the Peace. It was passed 
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down to him from his aunts to whom he promised it would be used if he were elected Council President. 

CP Kennedy looks forward to working with the new Council and the Administration. We must never 

forget why we were elected: to represent and serve the people of Phillipsburg.  

 

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION – None 

 

18. ADJOURNMENT  12:28 PM 

 Council Vice President Clark motioned to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. Ayes: 5, 

Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent:0. Motion passed. 

  

 

______________________________    

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk    


