
  Approved April 14, 2026 
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

March 24, 2026— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:01  pm   By CP Kennedy 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Clark 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Fey 

5. ROLL CALL – Council Members Present – Kennedy, Clark, Fey, Saultz, Wanisko 

  -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner 

 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –   March 10, 2026 Regular Session Minutes 

       March 10, 2026 Executive Session Minutes      

          

  ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

7.  BILLS LIST  

   

 ROLL CALL   Motion Carries   5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

 

8. MAYOR’S REPORT  
 We have been working diligently on the 2026 budget with a focus on offsetting the continued rise 

in nondiscretionary and statutory costs. These include increasing health benefit expenses, which 

the state has referred to as a death spiral, as well as rising utility, fuel, and material costs. Despite 

these pressures, we are identifying responsible ways to manage expenses while maintaining core 

services and limiting the burden on our taxpayers. 
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 We continue to work closely with state and federal partners, most notably Senator Steinhardt, as 

we navigate the financial and infrastructure challenges resulting from the sinkhole. These efforts 

remain ongoing, with coordination across agencies to secure resources and develop long term 

solutions. 

I am also pleased to see the Town of Phillipsburg continuing to move forward with the 

advancement of a new municipal facility that is more logistically and operationally efficient and 

responsible. This process has taken time, and after recently reviewing a sample RFQ from May 

2024, it is clear that nearly two years later we are now on the verge of beginning this important 

project. 

Our Green Acres park projects and other grant initiatives continue to move forward. The Howard 

Street state land acquisition is progressing, and we have been notified that we are entering the 

appraisal process as Green Acres advances their review. 

Our UEZ program will continue to expand through increased business outreach, improvements, 

and a partnership with the New Jersey Youth Corps based here in Phillipsburg. Utilizing 

homegrown talent and reinvesting locally strengthens our community and keeps resources 

working for Phillipsburg. 

Lastly, I would like to congratulate Chief Goodell on his retirement at the end of this month. 

Working with him has been a pleasure and an honor. The strides he has made within the 

Phillipsburg Police Department have not gone unnoticed and will leave a lasting impact. I have 

no doubt he will approach the next chapter in his career with the same passion and success. 

 Respectfully submitted, Randy S. Piazza, Jr. 

 

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  

-Joe Meyner, resident – regarding the Mayor’s Report is the Corliss Avenue property on the list 

of properties being compared for a future Municipal Building? Mayor Piazza stated that a 

comparison has been made. Mr. Meyner asked if he and the public can get a copy of the 

comparison and have an opportunity to respond. Attorney Wenner stated that the comparison is 

not available to the public at this time. He and the public can respond to the Redevelopment Plan 

proposed in Ordinance 2026-09 during the public hearing/discussion portion of the second 

reading later tonight. 

Regarding R2026-49 Mr. Meyner asked if the $9,000 proposal to survey a lot line is for just a 

single straight line. Mayor Piazza stated that it is not a single straight line, the line to be surveyed 

“moves”. 

-Samuel Vander Gast – Associate at Florio, Perucci, Steinhardt law firm – the families they 

represent were directly affected by the sinkhole. He and Senator Steinhardt have met with their 

clients several times and had discussions about the town’s responsibilities to conduct further 

technical and structural surveying. Attorney Wenner asked if he was commenting on an agenda 

action item or appealing to Council, which would be more appropriately addressed during the 

public petitions portion of the meeting. Mr. Vander Gast has comments regarding a resolution and 

the scope of it to include additional homes. There are priorities the homeowners have expressed, 

the first being access to their homes to make sure they are secure, safe re-entry to their homes, 

and clear determination of who is responsible. 

              

10.  ORDINANCES  2nd READING and PUBLIC HEARING 

O2026-09 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE 

PROPERTY REFERRED TO AS THE “BLOCK 1105, LOT 2 441 HECKMAN STREET 

REDEVELOPMENT ZONE”, CONSISTING OF BLOCK 1105, LOT 2 AS IDENTIFIED ON 

THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWN 

Public Discussion – Joe Meyner – asked if there will be a time to address a public preference that 

the Corliss Avenue site be chosen for a Municipal Building. Attorney Wenner stated that this 

ordinance is to establish certain zoning requirements and permissible uses to for the 

redevelopment of the Heckman Street property and comments regarding that can be stated at this 
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time. Mr. Meyner can state his preference for the Corliss Avenue site during the Public Petitions 

portion of the meeting. Attorney Wenner stated that this ordinance is step one in a process and is 

not indicative of a direction in which the town is going. The Corliss Avenue building has been 

looked at and remediated for possible future use by the town. 

Council Discussion – none 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

11. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Council President Kennedy stated that the contract amount within R2026-48 should read 

$8,000.00. 

 

R2026-48 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH GZA 

GEOENVIRONMENTAL, INC. – PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

R2026-49 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES– PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

R2026-50 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH PD STRUCTURAL 

ENGINEERING – PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

R2026-51 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OVERPAYMENT OF RENTAL 

REGISTRATION FEES 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

12.  OLD BUSINESS – Check #4594 tabled at the March 10, 2026 meeting. This item will be 

discussed during Executive Session.  

 Council VP Clark asked if there was any update on the investigation into the cause of the 

sinkhole. Mayor Piazza stated that the Geo Tech testing was started and is continuing. Council 

VP Clark asked if Aqua Water had any part to play in the cause of the sinkhole. Mayor Piazza 

stated that has yet to be determined. 
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13. NEW BUSINESS – None 

     

14.  MOTIONS - None 

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS –  

 -Ann Davis, resident – she had submitted an OPRA request for UEZ financial information but 

what she received only shows basic information like an invoice number, the amount paid, and a date. 

There is no explanation of what the money was spent on. Mayor Piazza explained that there is no 

document that contains all of that information and the town does not have to create a document for an 

OPRA request. Ms. Davis stated that no Purchase Orders were included. $22,000 in expenses is not 

explained.  

 -Donna Marie Saultz, resident – proposed amending Ordinance 79-24, section 470-2-B #1 of the  

town code, from 2 yard sales per household per year to 4 yard sales per household per year. In these 

difficult financial times, households would welcome an opportunity to bring in more money. In addition, 

she requested that section 470-2-B #3 of the town code be amended changing the Town Wide Yard Sale 

from the first weekend in June to the last weekend in June. It was held on that weekend last year and  

there was much more interest and traffic than previous years. Council VP Clark asked why there has to be 

any limit on the number of yard sales. Attorney Wenner stated the intent in limiting them is to keep 

people from running a de facto business selling regularly from their front yard. 

Resident, 21 Summit Ave – was told there would be hourly patrols of the Summit Ave/Lewis 

Street area to prevent or report on any unauthorized entry into the houses affected by the sinkhole. But 

neither he nor other residents have seen any patrols. Phillipsburg Police Captain McDonald (audience) 

stated that officers are directed to perform hourly checks throughout the day and night since the road was 

reopened. He will have officers document when they perform the checks. If a priority call is received it 

takes precedence and may result in a delayed security check. Recently, a call was received about a 

possible unauthorized entry. Responding officers found a cut window screen and open window, entered 

the house and cleared it.  

 

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 

- Councilman Saultz – Apologized that the bagpipers scheduled for the St. Patrick’s Day flag raising 

could not perform due to the low temperature that day. He enjoyed seeing the Highland piper at the event 

and the Council members who attended wearing the colors. 

- Councilman Wanisko – Recognizes several residents who attended the last meeting. Council is limited 

on what they can do as a legislative body but we are here for you so please tell us what you need. 

- Councilman Fey – Has been walking the fields with Recreation Committee member Tim Baker to assess 

them before spring sports begin. 

- Council VP Clark – Thanked residents for attending tonight’s meeting and thanked Senator Steinhardt’s 

firm for providing pro bono representation. It is important to finish the investigation into the root cause of 

the sinkhole. If Aqua Water had any part in this, they should be responsible for paying. The residents and 

the town as a whole are suffering. This process will take time and he thanked everyone for their patience. 

On March 28 at 1:00 pm, retiring Chief of Police Goodell will have a unification walk at the Police 

Department. He has served as a police officer for over two decades and been a champion of the 

community. Council VP Clark wished him all the best in his retirement and thanked him for his service. 

Regarding the municipal building, he is glad progress is being made. It has been many years since the 

town had to vacate the Corliss Avenue building.  

- Council President Kennedy – Wished Chief Goodell well in his retirement and going forward. He has 

done a lot with improving interaction between the community and the Police Department. An Easter Egg 

Hunt will be held for Pre-K to 2nd grade children at Maloney Stadium on Saturday. The gates will open at 

8:30 am and the Egg Hunt will begin at 9:00. 

  

17. EXECUTIVE SESSION –  6:42 P.M. 
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Attorney Wenner stated that the topics to be discussed are litigation, and check #4594. No action will be 

taken. Councilman Saultz moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. Ayes: 5, 

Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries. 

 

RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION – Reconvene Public Session – 7:06 P.M. 

Attorney Wenner stated that the topics discussed were litigation, and check #4594. No action was taken. 

Councilman Saultz moved to reconvene Public Session. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. Ayes: 5, 

Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries 

 

18.  MOTION – Council President Kennedy requested a motion to untable check #4594. 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

Council President Kennedy requested a motion to approve payment of check #4594. 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

19. ADJOURNMENT –7:08 PM 

 Councilman Saultz moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion carries. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 


