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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

April 14, 2026— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00  pm   By CP Kennedy 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Clark 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION     Led by Councilman Fey 

5. ROLL CALL – Council Members Present – Kennedy, Clark, Fey, Saultz, Wanisko 

  -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner 

 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –   March 24, 2026 Regular Session Minutes 

       March 24, 2026 Executive Session Minutes      

          

  ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

7.  BILLS LIST  

   

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries   5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

8. MAYOR’S REPORT  

 I am pleased to report that our UEZ administrative team, working with our financial 

advisor, has submitted the proposed five year plan, which has now been unanimously accepted by 

the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs as part of our UEZ guidelines.  This is a major 

step forward for Phillipsburg and positions us for continued investment and support. This effort 

was led by Tara Gomez, who has taken on UEZ responsibilities with outstanding dedication and 

has delivered excellent results. 
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I would also like to address the "orphan bridge" next to the Black Bridge on South Main Street. 

About a week ago, the New Jersey Department of Transportation identified concerning 

structural issues during a routine inspection, which led to its closure to automobile traffic in 

coordination with the Town. NJDOT is committed to reopening the bridge as quickly and safely 

as possible, but it is critical that this is done as a long term fix, not a temporary solution. We 

must ensure future administrations and generations are not dealing with the same unresolved 

issues. 

The municipal budget remains a priority, and I appreciate the public engagement we have seen. 

I have personally received calls and emails to my Mayor’s Office regarding engineering costs 

tied to the Cal Ripken field project that was originally planned for Walters Park. That project 

has since been picked up and is being pushed forward by the Firth Youth Center, with 

approximately $75,000 already spent at the previous Walters Park location. Situations like this 

highlight the importance of careful planning and accountability. Moving forward, we must be 

disciplined with spending. Funds, especially legal expenses, should not be spent without 

pursuing recovery from responsible parties. We must also ensure that projects are properly 

supported, planned, and funded to deliver results. Investing in services that are not fully 

supported or projects that do not produce positive outcomes is not responsible.  

On a positive note, downtown Phillipsburg continues to see growth in the arts area. The recent 

Arts Walk was a great success, bringing together artists and the community. I had the 

opportunity to meet an Emmy Award winning animator, view the work of Pamela  Porter of 

Easton, and see the private collection of Mike Ricciardelli, which was both diverse and 

impressive. This event reflects the continued growth and creativity within our community.  

Finally, the Mercer Street Park project, which is grant funded, is underway and beginning 

to take shape. This project will provide a new, safe recreational space for our downtown 

residents and is another step forward in improving quality of Life in Phillipsburg. 

Respectfully submitted, Mayor Randy Piazza, Jr.  

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION –  6:05 P.M. 

Attorney Wenner stated that the topics to be discussed are the municipal budget and a salary ordinance. 

No action will be taken. Council VP Clark moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman 

Fey. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries. 

 

RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION – Reconvene Public Session – 7:06 P.M. 

Attorney Wenner stated that the topics discussed were the municipal budget and a salary ordinance. No 

action was taken. Councilman Saultz moved to reconvene Public Session. Seconded by Council VP 

Clark. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries 

 

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –  No public approached the podium 

              

10.  ORDINANCES  2nd READING and PUBLIC HEARING 

O2026-08 AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING AND 

SUPPLEMENTING THE PHILLIPSBURG TOWN CODE TO INCLUDE AND DESIGNATE 

DATA CENTERS AS A PROHIBITED USE IN ALL ZONES WITHIN THE TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
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Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

11. ORDINANCES – 1st Reading– Introduction 

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at which time any 

interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance ** 

 

O2026-10 CALENDAR YEAR 2026 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

O2026-11 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 625-69.2 PLANNED ADULT 

COMMUNITY OVERLAY ZONE IN THE TOWN 

Council discussion – Councilman Saultz stated it’s about time. 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

O2026-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING TITLES AND SALARY RANGES APPLICABLE 

THERETO 

Council VP Clark moved to approve Ordinance 2026-12. Seconded by Councilman Fey. No vote 

taken. 
 

Attorney Wenner requested a motion to amend Ordinance 2026-12 to remove all titles other than 

Full Time UEZ Coordinator, Full Time Animal Control Officer, Part Time Fire Official UFD, 

and Part Time UEZ Assistant Coordinator 



 

4  

 

Motion to amend Ordinance 2026-12 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

  

 Motion to approve Ordinance 2026-12 as amended 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

12.  INTRODUCTION OF BUDGET –  

 R2026-52 RESOLUTION INTRODUCING THE 2026 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND 

AUTHORIZING PUBLICATION OF NOTICE THEREOF 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark X  X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

13. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

R2026-53 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX OVERPAYMENT 

DUE TO DISABLED VETERAN EXEMPTION 
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R2026-54 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY DESIGNATING BRANDYWINE ACQUISITION & 

DEVELOPMENT, LLC AS THE REDEVELOPER OF THE “BLOCK 1105, LOT 2 441 

HECKMAN STREET REDEVELOPMENT ZONE”, CONSISTING OF BLOCK 1105, LOT 2 

AS IDENTIFIED ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWN 

R2026-55  RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR RENEWAL OF LIMOUSINE OPERATOR’S 

LICENSE FOR AKAB, INC. 

R2026-56 A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR RENEWAL OF TAXI SERVICE 

OPERATOR’S LICENSE FOR EDDY’S TAXI SERVICE 

R2026-57 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX OVERPAYMENT 

DUE TO DISABLED VETERAN EXEMPTION 

R2026-58 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – RAILS TO TRAIL 

PROJECT SUPPORT 

R2026-59 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – 2025 CURB RAMP 

IMPROVEMENTS 

R2026-60 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – 2026 ROAD PROGRAM 

R2026-61 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH VAN CLEEF 

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – DELAWARE HEIGHTS 

PARK SURVEY 

R2026-62 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH RT ENVIROMENTAL 

SERVICES INC FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – SOIL REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES 

441 HECKMAN STREET 

R2026-63 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH RT ENVIROMENTAL 

SERVICES INC FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES – SITE REMEDIATION 

INVESTIGATION AND GRANT SERVICES 

R2026-64 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING BLOCK 2806 LOTS 2, 3, 4, 5 & 7 AS AN AREA 

IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT WITHOUT CONDEMNATION AUTHORITY  

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    
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14.  OLD BUSINESS – Councilman Saultz would like the garage sale ordinance updated as 

requested at an earlier meeting. Attorney Wenner stated it is in the process. With the bridge out, 

rush hour traffic on Main Street is very backed up with people trying to use the free bridge.  

 - Council VP Clark asked for an update on the sinkhole. Mayor Piazza stated that Geotech is still 

performing their bore holes and testing. He has a meeting tomorrow with property owners. The 

structural tests for the town have been completed and sent to homeowners. Geotech will be going 

on to private properties to conduct further tests. Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience) stated that 

Geotech has wrapped up the bore hole drilling in the right of way and will be processing the data. 

That process is time consuming.  

 

15. NEW BUSINESS – None 

     

16.  MOTIONS - Street opening moratorium waiver request – Rich Ronaldo, 74 Bates Street. 

 Mr. Ronaldo explained he has been in the house for 35 years and the heating system has to be 

replaced. He would like to use a more efficient gas system. Many other homes in his 

neighborhood have had gas lines installed. Councilman Saultz asked if patching the road 

decreases its longevity. Mr. O’Brien stated it does not due to the patching process which treats the 

seams annually. Councilman Saultz asked if the waiver can be passed conditionally with that 

stated. Mr. O’Brien and Mr. Ronaldo stated the cost is usually shared by the homeowner and 

explained the process. Council President Kennedy asked if homeowners can be advised prior to 

street paving projects so that lines can be run before paving. Mr. O’Brien stated the gas company 

usually does that in order to get more homeowners connected. Mr. Ronaldo, who works with 

paving roads, suggested the town voluntarily send paving program information to the gas 

company. 

 Motion to approve street opening waiver for 74 Bates Street 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

 - Special Event Application – Community Day of Action, Shappell Park April 25, 2026 

 - Special Event Application – Frolic in the Park Walters Park May 7, 2026  

 - Special Event Application – Home Run Derby Walters Park May 23, 2026 

 - Special Event Application – Hope Day Walters Park June 6, 2026 

 

 Motion to approve four special event applications. 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
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Council President Kennedy   X    

 

17. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Ann Davis, resident - stated she received NPP Purchase Orders in 

response to her OPRA request but has not received UEZ purchase orders. Mayor Piazza noted that one of 

her OPRA requests for UEZ records specifically stated no purchase orders. Attorney Wenner and Mayor 

Piazza believed all of her OPRA requests had been satisfied. Acting Clerk Turner stated she will look into 

this. 

- Pamela Clark, Public Community Prevention Resources– There will be a meeting April 29th covering 

housing funding eligibility and providing funding on the spot here in the Community Room. They will 

help people facing barriers to getting housing and employment. People do not need to register, walk ins 

are accepted.  

- Stuart Ridley, resident – asked when the amended version of O2026-12 will be available. Attorney 

Wenner stated it will be drafted tomorrow and sent to the Clerk’s office. 

- Emmanuel Lewis, 23 Summit Ave – asked if there will be a waiver of sewer fees and if there is funding 

for housing for the homeowners affected on Summit Avenue. Mayor Piazza stated that the sewer fee 

waiver is being worked out. He recently attended a meeting of about 20 non-profit organizations who are 

working in different capacities to help the families affected by the sink hole. CARES should be reaching 

out to families very soon. 

-resident – asked if Aqua will be held accountable for the sinkhole situation. Attorney Wenner stated that 

the town is exploring all options and neither he nor the town can comment on whether they are starting 

anything. 

-Dan Boyce, resident – Council members campaigned on transparency but then discussed the budget and 

salary ordinance in Executive Session. That doesn’t seem transparent. In 2018 one employee received an 

18% raise but now Council wants to stop 4% increases. They want a hiring and wage freeze but the town 

has paid $1,000,000 in legal fees generated by the Democrat Party. There’s no money for recreation, only 

grants and donations, when the $75,000 that was taken could have been used to start a youth organization. 

-resident – there has been a lack of follow through with these homeless families. An unknown person 

reached out to a Veteran’s organization on behalf of one of the affected families. It should have been the 

town. He asked if the town has spoken with the Governor’s office about additional funding and 

assistance. Mayor Piazza stated that the State did reach out to the town and the town had been in contact 

with other organizations prior to the non-profit meeting. The resident stated that Montana Construction 

filled the sinkhole with concrete all the way to the house’s foundation and they cannot access the water 

line. Tim O’Brien stated that the water company will re-establish water lines to the houses. 

-resident – asked when the Geotech results will be available. Tim O’Brien stated he expects an update on 

Monday outlining the timeframe for receipt of preliminary information. The resident asked when GPR 

will be done in the homes. Tim O’Brien stated that once the buildings are cleared contractors will be 

given approval to conduct GPR. He noted that the basements need to be cleared out 100% for scan to be 

done. 

 

18. COUNCIL OPEN TIME 

- Councilman Saultz – On Saturday, from 10 to 4, the Roseberry House will celebrate the country’s 250th 

anniversary with many 18th century activities.  Once again the town is facing a major disruption with the 

bridge closure. Now is the time for everyone to come together, help each other however possible, and 

keep our community strong. He asked that everyone who is using the bridge detours be extra vigilant 

about children playing. Councilman Saultz stated that Phillipsburg’s own Olivia Miles was the 2nd overall 

pick in the WNBA draft last night.   

- Councilman Wanisko – Congratulated the new Police Chief. He stated that we all have different ideas 

on how things should be handled. But everyone should work to the best of their abilities to make things 

better for all. 
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- Councilman Fey – In the past he attended a Roseberry House 18th century event and found it fascinating. 

He urged residents to go this Saturday.  

- Council VP Clark – Congratulated resident Vicki Mendez-Branch for her work during Autism 

Awareness Month. A time for the Juneteenth flag raising has not yet been determined. Council VP Clark 

noted that the resolution appointing Brandywine the redeveloper for the 441 Heckman St property is a 

large step forward and he is excited to see the redevelopment plan. 

- Council President Kennedy – Thanked the NJDOT commissioner who came out to address the sinkhole 

and came the day of the bridge closure to inspect the bridge herself. . NJDOT is compiling a plan to open 

the bridge as soon as possible. 

 

20. ADJOURNMENT –7:40 PM 

 Councilman Saultz moved to adjourn. Seconded by Council VP Clark . 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion carries. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 


