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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
April 28, 2026— 6:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER  6:00 pm By CP Kennedy
OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT Read by CVP Clark
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE All

INVOCATION - Councilman Fey asked for a moment of silence in honor of Mabel Cook who
recently passed.

ROLL CALL - Council Members Present — Kennedy, Clark, Fey, Saultz, Wanisko
-Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - April 7, 2026 Work Session Minutes
April 14, 2026 Regular Session Minutes
April 14, 2026 Executive Session Minutes

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea Nay Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko X

Council VP Clark
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Council President Kennedy

BILLS LIST

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko X

Council VP Clark

o] I B Bl

Council President Kennedy

MAYOR’S REPORT

We continue to correspond with the New Jersey Department of Transportation regarding the South

Main Street bridge that was closed earlier this month. We have a meeting scheduled for tomorrow
afternoon where we expect a substantial update on the status of the bridge and the path forward. This
remains a top priority as we work toward a safe and long term solution for our residents and commuters.



In addition, we have been in communication with the Governor's Office regarding potential economic
relief tied to the impacts surrounding the bridge closure. These discussions have been ongoing, and we are
hopeful that we will have an answer in the very near future that will provide some level of assistance to
those affected.

Yesterday marked the conclusion of the annual Phillipsburg Shad Tournament, which once again proved
to be a tremendous success for our community. This year's event saw a record turnout of close to 1,200
participants. The Shad Tournament and Eric Fistler continue to demonstrate what can be accomplished
through a privately run event driven by hard work, dedication, and consistency. Each year, the tournament
continues to evolve, finding new ways to expand, improve, and build upon past successes.

Looking ahead, the Phillipsburg Farmers Market will be opening this week at Shappell Park. While the
riverfront location offered a nice change of scenery, it has been made clear that many residents prefer the
market in its original location. We are happy to accommodate that preference and look forward to another
successful season supporting local vendors and bringing the community together.

Respectfully submitted, Mayor Randy Piazza, Jr.

9. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS —

- Joan Pierce, resident — asked Council if they will forgo their salaries to help with the budget and
staff salaries. She stated that Council had allotted themselves a big increase over the 2022 Salary
ordinance and in 2024 they forgave their salaries. Council could cut their salaries to help diminish the 3%
budget increase. Council President Kennedy stated that a big increase has not been implemented.

- Dustin Pierce, resident — stated there are discrepancies on the backup documents for Ordinance
2026-14. The stipend amounts for the Confidential Aid to the Mayor and the Recreation Director are
different on two pages. Mr. Pierce asked who is getting an increase and who is getting a decrease?
Council President Kennedy stated that non-contractual employees would not get any increase, nobody is
getting a decrease. Mr. Pierce stated that when he recently served, Council members received $2,200.
Now it is $3,500 to $4,500, and the 2022 Salary Ordinance had a minimum of $500. Mr. Pierce stated that
the municipal workers are the backbone of the town and without them nothing would get done.

10. ORDINANCES 1ST READING - INTRODUCTION

** 2nd Reading and public hearing will occur at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at which time any
interested persons may speak for or against the ordinance **

02026-13 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 470 SALES SECTION 2 PERMIT REQUIRED:
ISSUANCE OF PERMIT: DISPLAY OF PERMIT: FEES SUBSECTION B(1)

Council Discussion — Attorney Wenner stated that this ordinance does not set a date for the Townwide
Yard Sale. That is to be done annually by resolution.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey X X
Councilman Saultz X X
Councilman Wanisko X
Council VP Clark X
Council President Kennedy X




02026-14 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING TITLES AND SALARY RANGES
APPLICABLE THERETO

Council Comments — Councilman Saultz stated this ordinance is difficult to support. At the April 141
meeting Council unanimously agreed to accept the budget which included salaries. The salary
ordinance introduced that night was amended to cover only UEZ, Animal Control, and Fire
Official. The original salary ordinance was fair and competitive. This ordinance will cause a drop
in morale and productivity. With this ordinance the town will see long time employees leaving for
positions that offer better earning potential. Councilman Saultz stated that Council had received a
letter from municipal employees confirming these fears. Councilman Saultz read the letter as
follows (redacted to protect employee names and positions):

“We are writing as employees of the municipal building to express our concern regarding the
discussions surrounding the potential removal of ... from his current role within the ....

From what we have heard and come to understand, the reasoning behind this action does not
make practical or financial sense to us. Reassigning ... back to responsibilities limited to ... while
hiring another ... to take his place does not appear to create any cost savings. It also seems to
contradict what we have heard about stopping raises, promotions, and hiring as a way to control
spending. We are having a difficult time understanding how these actions align.

There have also been conversations among staff regarding this situation that go back to after the
2025 election. At the time, many of us did not know what to make of that statement or whether
there was any truth to it. Hearing these concerns again now, along with the actions being
discussed, has only added to the concern and confusion among employees.

As employees, we have taken pride in the direction Phillipsburg has been moving in over the past
few years. There has been a clear shift away from the reputation of conflict, retaliation, and
dysfunction that once existed. The current administration and council have helped create a more
professional and respectful work environment. Disagreements have been handled civilly, and
there has been a shared sense of progress and stability.

That is why this situation is so concerning. The proposed action feels inconsistent with the
positive momentum that has been built and risks undoing the progress that has taken years to
achieve. It is difficult for many of us to reconcile this decision with the direction we have seen.
We respectfully ask that you reconsider this course of action. Decisions like this impact morale,
stability, and the continued progress of our workplace. We strongly believe this would reverse
many of the positive changes we have experienced.

While this letter is directed to Council leadership and its members, we would also like Mayor
Randy S. Piazza Jr., Business Administrator Craig Brotons, Town Attorney Rich Wenner, and
Tara Gomez to be aware of these concerns as well.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Employees of the Municipal Building”

Councilman Saultz stated these changes are political in nature. Council had unanimously
approved the budget that included the original, non-amended salary ordinance.

Council VP Clark stated the changes were not political in nature. Council members had worked
with the Administration to reduce the salary ranges in order to save money and control assets in
the government. The letter was submitted anonymously and there is no way to verify it. Past
political figures are causing chaos in the municipal building. Council fought to keep the budget
lean, to reduce government, and the save the taxpayers money.

Councilman Saultz stated that capping salaries at 5% with no raises does nothing to save money.
It tells dedicated employees their future earning are dead.

Councilman Fey stated the letter was established on hearsay and not everything within it is
factual.



ROLL CALL Motion Carries 4-1

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey X X

Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko X

Council VP Clark

Council President Kennedy

11. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **
Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by
one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration.

R2026-66 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING HANDICAP PARKING SPACES WITHIN THE
TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

R2026-67 RESOLUTION OF NEED ADOPTED BY THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG,
COUNTY OF WARREN STATE OF NEW JERSEY

R2026-68 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 IN THE AMOUNT
OF $3,429.11 TO BE PAID TO SAFEWAY CONTRACTING, INC.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko

Council VP Clark X
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Council President Kennedy

R2026-65 pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Saultz

R2026-65 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE DISCHARGE OF A COMPLAINT TO
DETERMINE FITNESS OF BUILDING AND DISCHARGE OF AN ORDER OF
DEMOLITION RELATIVE TO BLOCK 1412, LOT 15, COMMONLY KNOWN AS 234
FILMORE STREET

Discussion — Councilman Saultz asked how long the property has been in this condition. Mayor
Piazza stated the property has changed hands several times over the last four years. Some owners
did minor work. The current owner has done more than all the previous ones. Councilman Saultz
asked if a habitability/improvement schedule could be imposed. Attorney Wenner stated that by



discharging the complaint/demolition order the case is closed. If the owner does not follow
through on required repairs a new habitability hearing can be scheduled.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko

Council VP Clark X

o] ] B T I B

Council President Kennedy

R2026-69 pulled from the Consent Agenda by Councilman Saultz

R2026-69 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,
STATE OF NEW JERSEYAUTHORIZING THE TAX COLLECTOR TO WAIVE INTEREST

Discussion — Councilman Saultz stated that the resolution states $3,233.10 in interest is to be
waived but the attachment shows $24.07 in interest. Attorney Wenner stated he drafted the
resolution and was given the correct amount of $3233.10. He does not have information on why
the attachment shows a different amount.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0

12.

13.

14.

Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent

Councilman Fey

Councilman Saultz X

Councilman Wanisko

Council VP Clark X
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Council President Kennedy

OLD BUSINESS - None
NEW BUSINESS — None
MOTIONS - Firefighter application — Jeremy Hughes

Council President Kennedy stated the request for this application approval was
added after the agenda had been published.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey X X

Councilman Saultz X




Councilman Wanisko

Council VP Clark X

Council President Kennedy

Request to waive sidewalks 630 Memorial Parkway
The property owner was not in attendance. Tim O’Brien, Engineer, recommended the request be
discussed when the property owner is in attendance. No motion entered.

15. PUBLIC PETITIONS — Haroon Bhath, owner of 297 Firth Street, stated that a sewer blockage
under the street requires the street to be opened. When repaired, it is recommended that the patch be
sealed with infrared sealant which is very expensive. Due to extensive costs already incurred from the
sewer blockage, Mr. Bhath is requesting a waiver of the infrared treatment. Discussion included the
property owner’s responsibility to maintain the seal annually, the size of the patch, the estimated cost of
the infrared treatment, annual DPW maintenance of the patch, establishment of an escrow account to
cover the time and materials for DPW to annually maintain the infrared seal until the road is repaved or
resealed, and annual notices to reseal the patch drafted by the town and sent to the property owner with a
set time frame in which to reseal. Mayor Piazza stated the patch may be too small for a contractor to want
to handle. The town can do the seal and maintenance with equipment in house.

Motion to waive an infrared seal in front of 297 Firth Street and to have the property owner’s
contractor install a traditional seal which will be maintained by Phillipsburg DPW.

ROLL CALL Motion Carries 5-0
Councilmembers First | Second | Yea | Nay | Abstain | Absent
Councilman Fey X X
Councilman Saultz X X
Councilman Wanisko X
Council VP Clark X
Council President Kennedy X

- Pamela Clark, Community Prevention Resources — On April 29" Community Prevention Resources will
be holding an Expungement Clinic. This will help applicants expunge certain offenses from their records
and remove barriers to obtaining housing, employment, and community engagement. Registration is
encouraged but not required.

- Jim Shelly, resident — Two new pedestrian crosswalks have been proposed at the Barrymore St, Pickford
Ave, and Metz Ave intersection. One of these is directly in front of his house. This area has low visibility
and, due to a school bus stop, regularly has cars parked along both sides of the road, reducing visibility
further. The crosswalk should be at the intersection. Councilman Fey stated that the crosswalk would be
located between Mr. Shelly’s front door and his driveway and would prohibit his use of two parking
spaces in front of his house. Councilman Fey stated there should be stop signs installed at the intersection
and this second crosswalk should be at the intersection. Engineer Tim O’Brien (audience) stated that
under the guidelines the crosswalk is considered to be at the intersection. To conduct another placement
analysis would cost around $75, 000. Mayor Piazza stated they will discuss the placement further.
Additional discussion included moving curbs, timelines, redesigning the intersection, and installing a
center concrete island.

-Danielle DiGerolamo, resident — stated some positives she has seen are the Bentley Playground, the bike
rack on Mercer St, and how the Art Walk brought in people and gave them a new look at Phillipsburg. A
concern she has is the Bates St/Route 22 crossing. Since NJDOT closed the Route 22 turnarounds, the



travel time using Bates St has increased significantly. In addition, visibility of cars in the jug handle is
limited for drivers exiting Route 22 which can cause rear-ending accidents. She suggested a stop sign be
installed to allow cars to exit the jug handle and the NJDOT be contacted to reopen one of the Route 22
turnarounds.

-Ann Davis, resident — stated she has still not received the UEZ PO’s she OPRA’d. Clerk Turner and
Mayor Piazza stated the PO’s were sent to her twice. Ms. Davis stated she received NPP PO’s but not
UEZ ones. Mayor Piazza noted that one of her OPRA request specifically stated she did not want PO’s.
Ms. Davis stated she never wrote that.

- Bill Benz, Phillipsburg Downtown Association — He is working with the Chamber of Commerce to
redefine Phillipsburg as a metropolitan area, which is considered a Federal Zoning Area. Phillipsburg is
considered part of the Lehigh Valley and this could allow us access to existing funding. Mr. Benz is also
working with the Economic Development Corp to help improve the local economy.

16. COUNCIL OPEN TIME

- Councilman Saultz — The Cleanup Day was very well attended with 35 to 40 people helping. The first
year it was held there were only 8 people. These types of events will help the community get stronger and
help the downtown.

- Councilman Wanisko — Stated he was not able to attend the Cleanup Day but agrees that it was a
success. Councilman Wanisko stated there was a poetry reading by author BJ Ward at the Phillipsburg
Library on Thursday, also well attended with 20 to 30 people there.

- Councilman Fey — No comments

- Council VP Clark — The first outdoor Farmer’s Market will be this Saturday, May 2™ from 9 to 1 at
Shappell Park. Council VP Clark congratulated all the students graduating this May. He reminded his
colleagues that Financial Data Statements are due by April 30", As liaison with NORWESCAP, he
announced that Captiva received additional gift cards for the families affected by the sinkhole. Families
have been notified and will receive the cards on May 1. Other businesses and non-profits have worked
very hard to support these families and they have had a huge impact.

- Council President Kennedy — Stated he attended the NORWESCAP Day of Action Cleanup Day with
Mayor Piazza and reminded residents that the first outdoor Farmer’s Market of the season is this
Saturday. Council President Kennedy stated that every Councilmember wants the Main Street bridge
opened as soon as possible but it will take time. He asked residents to go downtown and support the local
businesses.

20. ADJOURNMENT - 7:09 PM
Council VP Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Fey.
Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion carries.

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk



