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TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 12, 2026— 6:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:00  pm   By CP Kennedy 

2. OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT  Read by CVP Clark 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    All  

4. INVOCATION      Councilman Fey   

5. ROLL CALL – Council Members Present – Kennedy, Clark, Fey, Saultz, Wanisko 

  -Also in attendance: Mayor Piazza, Attorney Wenner, Acting Municipal Clerk Turner 

 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –   April 28, 2026 Regular Session Minutes 

       

  ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey  X X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

7.  BILLS LIST  
   

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries   5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

8. MAYOR’S REPORT  

 As we continue moving into the spring and summer construction season, a number of important 

infrastructure and quality of life projects are continuing throughout Town. Our DPW and engineering 

teams remain focused on preparing for additional paving and roadway improvements across Phillipsburg. 

The curb ramp project is now underway as part of our continued accessibility and roadway improvement 

efforts. Planning and coordination are also ongoing for the 2026 road paving program, with meetings 

taking place to finalize selected roads and scheduling. Coordination for restoration work continues with 
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Aqua and Elizabethtown Gas as utility work progresses throughout Town. Tim O'Brien also updated us 

that all park improvement projects continue moving forward. 

There are a few updates regarding park and recreation projects. Work continues at Green Street Courts, 

Mercer Street Park improvements have progressed, and the Walters Park bathroom replacement project is 

moving through the quote and contractor phase. Our municipal pool is scheduled to open Memorial Day 

weekend, and pothole repair work is continuing around Town as weather allows. 

The Phillipsburg Farmers Market officially reopened two weeks ago and will continue bringing activity 

and foot traffic back into Town. Planning is also underway for additional community events including 

concerts, the Olde Towne Festival, and other seasonal programming. 

We are also pleased to announce that Phillipsburg has hired a new Animal Control Officer who will begin 

shortly. This addition will help provide more consistent service and improve overall response and 

enforcement throughout Town. 

Additionally, the New Jersey Youth Corps will soon begin working with our UEZ in a new pilot 

partnership focused on maintaining and improving our downtown district. The program will function 

similarly to a downtown ambassador initiative and will assist with beautification, cleanliness, and overall 

presentation within our business corridor. 

As always, I want to thank our departments, employees, volunteers, and community partners who continue 

working hard every day to move Phillipsburg forward. 

Respectfully submitted, Mayor Randy Piazza, Jr.  

9.  ORDINANCES – 2nd READING – Public Hearing 

O2026-10 CALENDAR YEAR 2026 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 

Public Comments – Joe Meyner, resident – He is glad the town is exceeding the Cap Bank and 

assumes that means the town will increase it more than the state allows. Heidi Wohlleb, Auditor 

(audience) stated that this helps provide a cushion. The cost of living expenses are beyond the 

allowance. They can go up to 3.5 but they are not up to that amount. 

 Council Comments - None 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

10. PUBLIC HEARING – ADOPTION OF 2026 BUDGET 

 

R2026-70 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF THE 2026 BUDGET FOR THE 

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG 
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 Public Comments – Joe Meyner, resident – Keeping the budget increase at a minimum keeps the 

taxpayers happy but the town needs to look at the value per tax dollar. For example, instead of 

spending $100,000 on an additional police officer, they could hire a drug counselor or therapist 

for $50,000 to supplement the Police Department at a lower cost. They would get more value per 

tax dollar. When the taxpayers pay less it puts off problems until later. 

 -David, resident – commented that the school budget eats up a lot. Mayor Piazza stated that this is 

strictly the Municipal budget and it does not include school, library, county, etc. taxes. 

 

 Council Comments – None 

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:13 PM  

Attorney Wenner stated that the topics to be discussed are litigation and contractual. No action 

will be taken. Councilman Sultz moved to enter Executive Session. Seconded by Councilman 

Fey. Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries. 

 

RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION – Reconvene Public Session – 6:27 P.M. 

Attorney Wenner stated that the topics discussed were litigation and contractual. No action was 

taken. Councilman Fey moved to reconvene Public Session. Seconded by Councilman Wanisko. 

Ayes: 5, Nays: 0, Abstain: 0, Absent: 0. Motion carries 

 

12. PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS –   

 -Bill Timman, resident – O2026-11- The town does not need more public housing. It is 

nontaxable income. Mayor Piazza stated the State has mandated municipalities add more affordable 

housing units. Section 8 and Section 9 housing do not count toward the mandated number of units. By the 

state’s calculations the town has to add 75 units. This ordinance will satisfy some of that requirement. 

Any PILOT agreements were negotiated by the state and the town had no say in them.  

 -Joan Pierce, resident – O2026-11 – asked if the town will be building the units. Mayor Piazza 

stated it will not build the units. This is not a town project, it is being run by the state. These will be rental 

units. 

  

13. ORDINANCES – 2ND reading - Public Hearing  

O2026-11 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 625-69.2 PLANNED ADULT 

COMMUNITY OVERLAY ZONE IN THE TOWN 

 

Public Comments – None 

Council Comments - None 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 
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Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  X X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

 X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

O2026-12 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING TITLES AND SALARY RANGES 

APPLICABLE THERETO 

 

Public Comments - None 

 Council Comments - None 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko X  X    

Council VP Clark 
 

X X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

O2026-13 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 470 SALES SECTION 2 PERMIT 

REQUIRED: ISSUANCE OF PERMIT: DISPLAY OF PERMIT: FEES SUBSECTION B(1) 

 Public Comments - None 

 Council Comments - None 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey   X   
 

Councilman Saultz X 
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

 

 

O2026-14 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN,  

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING TITLES AND SALARY RANGES  

APPLICABLE THERETO 
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 Public Comments - None 

 Council Comments – Councilman Saultz believes this will demoralize our unclassified 

employees. This takes away or limits the Administration’s and Department Heads’ ability to 

award merit based raises. Limiting increases to 5% over their current salary will push dedicated, 

efficient employees to look elsewhere. One department head could increase their salary by 

$40,000 working in another Warren County municipality. We were told the reason for the limit 

was because the administration was handing out generous raises. That is not true. Records show it 

was the prior administration. Limiting salaries for unclassified employees will not impact the tax 

rate. There are no tax rate savings, it lowers morale, and we face the potential loss of long-term 

employees. This is a very bad policy. A colleague said that if civil service employees get a raise 

as their contract stipulates, then noncontractual employees should get the same raise.  

 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 4-1  

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
  

X   

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

 

 

14. RESOLUTIONS ** CONSENT AGENDA **  

Matters listed on the Consent Agenda Resolutions are considered routine and will be enacted by 

one motion of the Council and one roll call vote. There will be no separate discussion of these 

items unless a Council member requests an item to be removed for consideration. 

R2026-71 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX 

OVERPAYMENTS  

R2026-72 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GCADA GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON 

ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE GRANT FUND 

R2026-73 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY DESIGNATING JUNE 26, JUNE 27, and JUNE 28 AS THE 2026 

TOWNWIDE YARD SALE DATES 

R2026-74 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL, TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG, 

COUNTY OF WARREN,  STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT IN 

THE AMOUNT OF  $8,000.00 IN THE MATTER OF CALDWELL V. TOWN OF 

PHILLIPSBURG 

ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    
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Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

  

15.  OLD BUSINESS – Councilman Saultz thanked Council for passing ordinance 2026-13 allowing 

4 yard sales per year and for the resolution setting the Townwide Yard sale for the last weekend 

of June. He suggested putting up signs for the sale during the Ole Town Festival the weekend 

before. 

 -Council VP Clark asked for an update on the sinkhole. Mayor Piazza stated that the last of the 

houses has been cleared for GPR and the rock testing by GeoTech is ongoing. Engineer Tim 

O’Brien (audience) stated that GeoTech’s testing will take 2 to 3 weeks, then more GPR will be 

done. 

 

16. NEW BUSINESS – None 

     

17.  MOTIONS – 630 Route 22 Sidewalk waiver request 

 - Charles Napoli, owner of 630 Route 22/Memorial Parkway is requesting a waiver of sidewalks 

along Pickford Avenue and Marshall Street. The areas are paved and can be marked to allow a 4 foot 

walkway along the curbline. He will be opening an auto body shop with vehicles in or near the garage 

bays, not near the streets. The parking areas will be marked and none within 4 feet of the curbline. Tim 

O’Brien stated that if the sidewalks are waived Mr. Napoli will need to get a variance. Councilman Saultz 

asked if the area to be marked for pedestrians is ADA compliant. Mr. O’Brien stated that when the areas 

are repaved they will have to conform to ADA regulations. Mr. Napoli stated the asphalt is in good 

condition. He will have it coated and painted for parking spots and walkways. 

Motion – Waive the requirement for concrete walkways for 630 Route 22 along Pickford Avenue and 

Marshall Street. 

 ROLL CALL       Motion Carries 5-0 

            

Councilmembers First Second Yea Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilman Fey X  X   
 

Councilman Saultz  
 

X    

Councilman Wanisko 
 

X X    

Council VP Clark 
 

 X   
 

Council President Kennedy   X    

   

18. PUBLIC PETITIONS – Ann Davis, resident – stated that her initial OPRA requests date back to 

May 29, 2025 and all have been violated. She hasn’t received what she requested. Mayor Piazza stated all 

of the recent OPRA’s and the retrieved documents were reviewed by him and other employees and were 

deemed compliant. He noted that one of her OPRA requests specifically stated No Purchase Orders. CFO 

Shannon Quick stated she sent Purchase Orders as requested. Ms. Davis insisted again that she never 

wrote No Purchase Orders. Attorney Wenner suggested that the OPRA documents in question be printed 

and brought to the next Council meeting. 

- Bill Timmann, resident – The town needs to hold NJDOT’s feet to the fire and get the S. Main St bridge 

open as soon as possible. It only took Pennsylvania 6 weeks to reopen the I95 bridge a few years ago. A 

temporary expandable or prefab bridge could be used. We’re spending money for the police to remain at 

the bridge and that keeps them from other duties. Council President Kennedy clarified that the police are 
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being paid by NJDOT and NJDOT has been very cooperative through the entire ordeal. The bridge is set 

on an angle so a temporary bridge cannot be used. Clearance from the railroad companies, a private one 

and Norfolk Southern, was received and work on the bridge will move ahead. 

-Resident – For the Townwide Yard Sale to be successful advertising needs to be done at least two weeks 

in advance with ads on the Town website and Facebook page. A map showing participating addresses as 

well as a list of items for sale would be beneficial. She also feels that the Friday sale should be all day, not 

just evening hours. Mayor Piazza stated that last year they only listed the streets which had participants on 

them, not the actual addresses. Attorney Wenner stated that precise addresses with lists of items should 

not be available to the public for safety reasons. Councilman Saultz  agreed with Mr. Wenner and 

recommended including the numbered block of participating streets, i.e. the 100 block of Filmore Street. 

Councilman Saultz recommended putting up signs during The Olde Town Festival the week before the 

Yard Sale. 

- Pamela Clark, Community Prevention Resources – They will be holding a job fair this Thursday from 1 

to 4 at The Envision Center to match people who have unstable work history with second chance 

employers. 

- Bill Benz, Phillipsburg Downtown Business Assoc – On Monday met with all the parties affected by the 

bridge closure. Every organization in town was present. Advertising for the meeting was shared with all 

businesses and organizations and blasted out by them to reach as many as possible. Information provided 

at the meeting included grant and loan opportunities. He’ll be meeting with the Chamber of Commerce 

Policy Director. All of the events downtown help the local businesses and shared access to the events’ 

information and community information helps spread the word. 

- Shaheed Barnes, resident – would like a 4 way stop sign installed at the Hudson and Lewis Streets 

intersection. This is a dangerous intersection. Council President Kennedy asked Engineer Tim O’Brien 

the process. Mr. O’Brien outlined the very lengthy process including reviews, and engineering reports. 

19. COUNCIL OPEN TIME –  

 - Councilman Saultz – Our community and residents have a responsibility to support our 

downtown businesses especially while the Main Street bridge is under repair. It may be a little 

inconvenient with the detours, but everyone can get there. For our town to be active, we have to start with 

Main Street and we can’t risk losing businesses. 

 -Councilman Wanisko – Wished everyone a Happy Belated Mother’s Day. Councilman Wanisko 

spoke about the courage, long hours, and nerves it takes to create something and put it out to the public. 

He praised all the vendors at the Shappell Park Farmer’s Market for offering something of themselves to 

the public. Phillipsburg needs more of that spirit and it is worth recognizing and supporting. 

 -Councilman Fey – Hopes  everyone has an enjoyable evening. 

 - Council VP Clark – Stated he is glad the budget has been adopted. Everyone involved was civil, 

made compromises, and got it done. He agreed we have to tackle the bridge closure and work together, 

along with NJDOT to get it reopened. We have to work with the small businesses that are struggling and 

build on pedestrian traffic. Council and the Administration will stay connected with NJDOT to keep them 

accountable and efficient. 

 - Council President Kennedy – This Saturday from 12 to 6 residents can participate in the 

Kentucky Derby Passport Event. Participating businesses downtown will provide samples. Tickets can be 

purchased at Round Again. Participants are encourage to dress in their Kentucky Derby finest. 

 

20. ADJOURNMENT –  7:20 PM 

 Council VP Clark moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Fey. 

Ayes:5, Nays: 0, Absent: 0 Motion carries. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Susan Turner, Acting Municipal Clerk 


