OFFICE Of THE MAYOR

120 Filmore Street

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

Phone: 908-454-5500 x 302

Fax: 908-454-6511

Town Website: www.phillipsburgnj.org

A Riverfront ¥
Deéstination

Stormwater Management:
Keeping our water supply safe for the future

Dear Residents:

We all want clean, safe water. That means we share the responsibility for keeping common pollutants out of
our stormwater. When you and | properly control the ways in which we use and dispose of contaminants,
we are helping to keep our water clean and lower taxpayer costs for cleaning our water.

Some types of pollution are easy to spot: used water bottles, food wrappers or refuse, cardboard or paper
packaging. These find their way into our waterways and can impact our drinking water.

Sometimes, however, it can be difficult to recognize potential routine stormwater contaminants when we
use or see them. Things like fertilizers, oils, pesticides, detergents, grass clippings, and pet waste are all
contaminants. They remain on our lawns or streets until there is significant rainfall and they wash away,

only to end up in our storm sewers and our region.

Stormwater pollution is one of New Jersey’s greatest threats to clean and plentiful water. We can decrease
that threat if we all do our part to keep commonplace pollution from being carried away by our stormwater
collection system.

To help keep our water clean and safe, and to meet state and federal requirements, Phillipsburg has
adopted several ordinances to help prevent everyday stormwater pollution. Following these will result in
cleaner water for everyone. Here are a few easy, common-sense steps we can all take:

Dispose of yard waste properly
In addition to polluting the water, yard waste like grass clippings, brush, branches, or plants can create
blockages to your neighborhood’s storm sewer system, which can lead to flooding.

Keep leaves, solid items and everything else out of storm drain inlets
Find the storm drains near your property and make sure they and the areas around them are clear of
leaves and debris. Besides decomposing and potentially contaminating the water supply, rain and other
accumulated surface water can cause roads or homes to flood when storm drains are blocked.

Apply fertilizers properly and only when necessary
Fertilizer chemicals can contaminate drinking water and can kill fish, wildlife, and plants. If fertilizers or
pesticides are improperly applied, they can wash off and end up in storm drains that lead directly into
waterways.

Clean up after your pet
Always clean up after your pet, and keep harmful bacteria out of our water by properly disposing of pet
waste in the trash or toilet.
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Keep our wildlife wild
We love our local wildlife. Unfortunately, feeding wild animals teaches them to be dependent on
humans rather than on their natural instincts and abilities. It also attracts more animals, which leads to
more animal waste and offers the potential for larger animals to prey on smaller ones. The results are
concentrated, harmful levels of bacteria getting into our waterways. Believe it or not, waste from wildlife
can be a significant source of unperceived everyday pollution.

Control erosion and surface water runoff
Soil erosion can occur wherever soil is disturbed or surface water is discharged. When eroded, soil
quality is reduced, and the soil can wash into the storm sewer system and waterways, causing water
pollution. Doing something as simple as adding mulch or rocks can help prevent erosion and runoff.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle :
First, consider what you really need in order to reduce the number of bags, boxes, and containers you
use. Then remember that those bags, boxes and containers can have second lives. Help reduce the
amount of material that ends up in our landfills in addition to reducing the litter that could end up in our
waterways. Recycle single-use plastic bags in special bins in town in order to help keep them out of our
environment.

Don't litter
Litter ends up in our water — whether through stormwater runoff, wind, or by other means. When we
dispose of things. properly and pick up litter that we see, we help keep our water clean.

Don’t put anything other than stormwater into the storm sewer system
Storm drains are not slop sinks or garbage dumps. They are not equipped to handle toxic substances
like paint, cleaning solutions, or other pollutants — that is what home drains and slop sinks are for.

Anything other than stormwater that is dumped or spilled into the storm sewer system may contain
pollutants that could contaminate our water. In addition, unnecessary discharges can reduce the
effectiveness of the system.

For information on stormwater-related topics, https:/phillipsburgnj.org/our-town/departments/public-
works/storm-water-plan/. More information is available at the NJDEP Website:
https://dep.nj.govi/cleanwaternj/. You may also contact New Jersey Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES)
Stormwater Permitting and Water Quality Management at 609-777-3373.

If you suspect a problem, report it.

Please do not assume that someone else is aware of a stormwater-related problem that you have noticed.
When you report a potential problem right away, you lessen the amount of time it takes to remedy that
problem.

e For non-immediate issues, visit https://phillipsburgnj.seamlessdocs.com/f/m7ay3xcmdg77 (or click
the “Report A Concern (Non Emergency)” icon on the website homepage under “How do I” tab and
under “Contact” subtab) and send us a request for service. Alternatively, you can also report an
issue by texting the 24/7 Town of Phillipsburg number at 908-836-6016. Easily report an issue to
the Town by texting REPORT or an issue-specific keyword. Msg & Data rates apply. View terms
and privacy policy info at: textmygov.com/opt-in-terms-conditions/

» Forimmediate issues — for example, seeing someone in the process of dumping garbage in a
brook or wastewater into a storm drain — call the Police Department non-emergency number at
908-835-2002.

Thank you for helping keep our water clean by reducing everyday pollution in Phillipsburg’s stormwater.
The steps we take now will benefit all of us, both now and for generations to come.

Yo%lrul
Ra% Mayor

Town of Phillipsburg
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PET WASTE

Establish requirements for the
proper disposal of pet solid waste,
so as to protect public health,
safety and welfare, and to
prescribe penalties for failure to
comply.

LITTER CONTROL

Prohibits  leaving, throwing,
storing or discarding litter in or
upon any street, sidewalk or other
public place within the Town so
as to protect public health, safety
and welfare, and to prescribe
penalties for failure to comply.

PRIVATE STORM DRAIN
RETROFITTING

Requires the retrofitting of existing
storm drain inlets which are in direct
contact with repaving, repairing,
reconstruction, or resurfacing or
alterations of facilities on private
property, to prevent the discharge of
solids and floatables to the municipal
separate storm sewer system.

WILDLIFE FEEDING

Prohibit the feeding of unconfined
wildlife in any public park or on
any other property owned or
operated by the Town of
Phillipsburg, so as to protect public
health, safety and welfare, and to
prescribe penalties for failure to
comply.

IMPROPER DISPOSAL

OF WASTE

Prohibits the spilling, dumping,
or disposal of materials other than
stormwater to the municipal
separate storm sewer system (MS4)
of the Town of Phillipsburg, so as
to protect public health, safety and
welfare, and to prescribe penalties
for the failure to comply.

CONTANERIZED

WASTE/YARD COLLECTION

Establishes a
yard waste collection and
disposal program in the Town
of Phillipsburg, so as to protect
public health, safety and
welfare, and to prescribe
penalties for the failure to
comply.

See town ecode book for additional information

e

-
TN

S
7o

7 e

TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG

120 FILMORE STREET
PHILLIPSBURG, NJ 08865
PHONE: 908-454-5500 X 314
FAX: 908-454-6511

o I 2 "‘ v

ORDINANCE
EDUCATION

ILLICIT CONNECTION

Prohibits illicit connecti
onsto the municipal
separate storm sewer
system(s) operated by
the Town, so as to protect
public health, safety and
welfare, and to prescribe
penalties for the failure to
comply.



TREE REMOVAL AND
REPLACEMENT

Establishes requirements for tree
removal and replacement in the Town
of Phillipsburg to reduce soil erosion
and pollutant runoff, promote
infiltration of rainwater into the soil,
and protect the environment, public
health, safety, and welfare.

PRIVATELY-OWNED SALT
STORAGE

Prevents stored salt and other solid de-
icing materials from being exposed to
stormwater. This article establishes
requirements for the storage of salt and
other solid de-icing materials on properties
not owned or operated by the municipality]|
(privately-owned), including residences, in|
he Town of Phillipsburg.

See town ecode book for additional information
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olutions to
Stormwater Pollution

Easy Things You Can Do Every Day To Protect Our Water

A Guide to Healthy Habits for
Cleaner Water

[lution on streets, parking lotsand lawnsis
washed by raininto stormdrains, then directly
to our drinking water suppliesand the ocean

and lakesour childrenplay in. Fertilizer, ail,

pesticides, detergents, pet waste, grassclippings: You
nameit andit endsup in our water.

Stormwater pollutionisone of New Jersey’sgreatest
threatsto clean and plentiful water, and that’swhy
we' red| doing something about it.

By sharing theresponsibility and making small, easy
changesinour daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater. It all addsupto cleaner
water, and it savesthe high cost of cleaning up once
it'sdirty.

Aspart of New Jersey’sinitiative to keep our water
clean and plentiful and to meet federal requirements,
many municipaitiesand other public agenciesincluding
collegesand military bases
must adopt ordinancesor

other rulesprohibiting
variousactivitiesthat
contributeto stormwater
pollution. Bresking these
rulescanresultinfinesor
other penalties.

As a resident,
business, or
other member of
the New Jersey
community, itis
important to know
these easy
things you can
do every day to
protect our
water.

Limit your use of
fertilizers and
pesticides

m Doasoil testtoseeif
you need afertilizer.

m  Donotapply fertilizers
if heavy rainispredicted.

m Lookintoaternatives
for pesticides.

m  Mantanasmdllavn
and keep therest of your
property or yardina
natura statewith treesand
other nativevegetation
that requireslittieor no
fertilizer.

| = |fyouusefertilizers

and pesticides, follow the
instructionsonthelabd on
how to correctly apply it.

Make sureyou properly
storeor discard any
unused portions.

Properly use and
dispose of
hazardous
products

m Hazardousproducts
includesomehousehold or
commercia deaning
products, lawn and garden
care products, motor ail,
antifreeze, and paints.

= Donot pour any
hazardous products
downastormdran
because stormdrainsare
usudly connectedtoloca
waterbodiesand thewater
isnot treated.




m |f you havehazardous
productsinyour homeor
workplace, makesure
you store or dispose of
them properly. Readthe
label for guidance.

m Usenaturd or less
toxic dternativeswhen

possible.
m  Recycleusedmotor ail.

m  Contact your
municipality, county or
facility management office
for thelocations of
hazardous-waste disposal
fadlities

Keep pollution
out of storm
drains

= Muniapditiesand
many other public agencies
arerequired to mark
certangormdraininlets
withmessagesreminding
peoplethat storm drains
areconnectedto local
waterbodies.

m  Donotlet sewageor

Clean up after
your pet

= Manymunicipaities
and public agenciesmust
enact and enforcelocal
pet-wasterules.

m  Anexampleis
requiring pet ownersor
their keepersto pick up
and properly dispose of
pet waste dropped on
public or other people's

property.

m  Makesureyouknow
your town’sor agency’s
requirementsand comply
withthem. It'sthelaw.
And remember to:

= Usenewspaper, bags
Or POOoper-scoopersto
pick up wastes.

« Disposeof the
wrapped pet waste
inthetrash or un-
wrappedin atoilet.

= Never discard pet
wasteinastormdrain.

Don’t feed
wildlife

m Do not feed wildlife,
suchasducksand geese, in
public areas.

= Many municipaitiesand
other public agencies must
enact and enforcearulethat
prohibitswildlifefeedingin
thesearess.

Dispose of yard
waste properly

m Keepleavesand grass
out of sormdrains.

= |fyour municipality or
agency hasyard waste
collectionrules, follow
them.

m Useleavesandgrass
clippingsasaresourcefor
compost.

m  Useamulching
mower that recyclesgrass
clippingsintothelawn.

=
K.

Don’t litter
m Placelitterintrash
receptacles.

m Recycle. Recycle.
Recycle.

m  Paticipatein
community cleanups.

Contact information

For moreinformation on stormwater related topics, visit
WWW.Njstormwater.org or Www.nonpointsource.org

Additional informationisalso availableat U. S.
Environmental Protection Agency Web sites
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water Quality

Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control

Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program

(609) 633-7021

VRN

other wastesflow into a
stormwater system.
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IF YOU WASH
YOUR CAR IN THE DRIVEWAY,
YOU MIGHT AS WELLWASH IT

IN THE LAKE.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,
rivers and the ocean.

So what can you do?

/t’s Up to You New Jexsey

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT'S THE PROBLEM WITH
WASHING YOUR CAR?

Washing your car on a paved surface can allow the soapy wash
water and other pollutants, like oil and grease, to run off into a
storm drain. Most soap contains phosphates and other chemicals
that, in large amounts can contaminate your drinking water, as well
as kill fish, wildlife and plants. The soap, together with the dirt and
oil washed from your car, flows into nearby storm drains, which
flows directly into lakes, rivers and the ocean. The phosphates from
the soap can cause excess algae to grow, which can be harmful to
the water quality.

YOU CAN HELP!

@ Take your car to a car washing facility, rather than washing
it yourself. Commercial car washes treat and recycle
the water.

@ [f you can't get to a car washing facility, wash your car on an
unpaved surface and use biodegradable soap.

® Organize a Car Wash Fundraiser for a local organization.
Visit www.cleanwaterNJ.org to learn how.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, places for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly to our streams, rivers, lakes and oceans.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste, and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater.

m@ WATER
<<———>»

/5 Up to You New JersN
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.



IF YOU USETOO MUCH
FERTILIZER ON YOUR LAWN,
YOU MIGHT AS WELL

FERTILIZE THE STREAM.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,
rivers and the ocean.

So what can you do?

/t’s Up to You New Jexsey

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH
FERTILIZERS AND PESTICIDES?

Fertilizers help plants grow by adding nutrients to the soil.
Pesticides (including herbicides) are any toxic substances used to
kill insects, animals or plants. If fertilizers or pesticides are
improperly applied, they can wash off your lawn or garden into
storm drains and directly to our lakes, rivers,and the ocean. These
chemicals can contaminate your drinking water, as well as kill fish,
wildlife and plants. Too much fertilizer washing into a lake can
cause algae to bloom in lakes, which will affect swimming, fishing
and boating.

YOU CAN HELP!

@ Test your soil at your County’s Rutgers Cooperative Research
and Extension office, or buy a self-test kit.

@® Use natural, slow-release nitrogen, or low phosphorus fertilizers.

@ Look into natural alternatives to fertilizers and pesticides, such
as integrated pest management (IPM).

@ If you need to use fertilizers or pesticides, follow the instructions
on the label on how to correctly apply.

® Do not apply fertilizers or pesticides before it rains. This will not
allow the fertilizers or pesticides to penetrate through the soil.

@ Use drought-resistant native plants in gardens; they require less
fertilizer and less water.

@ Use a mulching mower instead of bagging grass clippings.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, places for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly to our streams, rivers, lakes and the ocean.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater.

m@ WATER
<<———>»

/£ Up to You New Jexs®y
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.



IF YOUR CAR LEAKS
OIL IN THE DRIVEWAY,

YOU MIGHT AS WELL

LET IT LEAKIN THE OCEAN.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,
rivers and the ocean.

So what can you do?

/t’s Up to You New Jexsey

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT’'S THE PROBLEM WITH
MOTOR OIL?

Oil does not dissolve in water. When motor oil runs into storm
drains either from changing your car’s oil or from leaky cars, it goes
directly to our lakes, rivers and the ocean. Oil and other petroleum
products are toxic and can contaminate your drinking water, as well
as kill fish, wildlife and plants. Did you know that one pint of oil can
make a slick larger than a football field? Used motor oil is the
largest single source of all oil pollution in lakes, streams and rivers.
Americans spill 180 million gallons of used oil each year into

our waters.

YOU CAN HELP!

@ Keep your car well maintained.

@ Regularly check your car for leaks and schedule tune-ups.
If you find leaks or drips, have your car repaired.

@ Take your car to a service center to the change oil.

@ If you do change your own oil, do it in a garage, never on the
street. Use a self-contained oil pan and discard the oil ata
local service center for recycling.

@® NEVER discard oil, gas, or antifreeze into a storm drain.

@ [f you spill hazardous fluids, contain it immediately with rags
and cat litter. Clean up the spill and properly dispose of
the waste.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, a place for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly into streams, rivers, lakes and the ocean.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste, and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common pollutants
out of stormwater.

m@ WATER
<<———>»

/5 Up to You New JerseN
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.



Town Of Phillipshurg

PET WASTE anp
WATER POLLUTION
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Town of Phillipsburg has adopted and enforces an
ordinance that requires immediate and proper
disposal of solid pet waste deposited on any property
not owned or possessed by the pet owner or keeper.
A copy of code (#172-63) is available on the Town
Website or at the Clerk's office.
http://www.phillipsburgnj.org/town-code/

Pet waste is carried by rain, melting snow, and ice to
storm drains that empty into rivers, lakes, and the

ocean. It also reaches reservoirs which supply much of
the drinking water in New Jersey.

Pollution due to pet waste negatively impacts swim-
ming, boating and fishing in these water bodies.

Pet waste contains microorganisms that can cause bac
terial diseases, roundworms and parasitic infections.

In addition, pet waste contains harmful levels of
nutrients which promote excessive algae and plant
growth. This can rob the waterbody of oxygen,
potentially killing all aquatic life in the area. Such
nutrient pollution also causes waters to become cloudy

and green.

Proper Pet Waste
Disposal

Flush it down the

toilet.

*But do not flush bags, de-
bris, or nonbiodegradable
items™
OR
Put it in the trash.

THANK YOU FOR
DOING YOUR PART
T0 KEEP
NEW JERSEY'S
WATERS CLEAN

For More
Info

* See the Pet Waste
Ordinance [insert municipal
page/hotlink]

o NJDEP Municipal
Stormwater Regulation
https://www.nj.gov/
dep/dwq/
msrp_home.htm

e EPA- Polluted Runoff:

Nonpoint Source Pollu-
tion https://
www.epa.gov/nps



IFYOU DON'T
PICK UP AFTER YOUR PET,
IT MIGHT AS WELL

POOP IN THE RIVER.

Rain washes pollutants into storm drains which
flows directly into our streams, lakes,
rivers and the ocean.

So what can you do?

(LEAN o WATER

/65 Up to You New YexsN

www.cleanwaterNJ.org



WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH
PET WASTE?

Rain can wash pet waste that sits on a lawn or unpaved surface into
storm drains, ultimately ending up in our lakes, rivers and the
ocean. Pet waste contains coliform bacteria and other pollutants
that can make people sick, and often cause beach closures on lakes
or the ocean. Coliform bacteria can contaminate shellfish, which
causes people to get very sick when they are eaten. Bacteria from
pet waste can also pollute your drinking water, as well as kill fish,
wildlife and plants. Pet waste is not only a health hazard but also a
nuisance in our neighborhoods.

YOU CAN HELP!

@ Use newspaper, plastic bags, or a pooper-scooper to pick up
the waste when you walk your pet.

® Properly dispose of pet waste into the trash or toilet. (Do
NOT dispose of newspaper or plastic bags in the toilet.)

® Do not dispose of pet waste in storm drains.

WHY SHOULD YOU CARE
ABOUT CLEAN WATER?

Stormwater pollution is one of the greatest threats to New Jersey’s
clean water supply. Clean water provides access to safe drinking
water, a place for recreation, commercial opportunities, healthy
wildlife habitats, and adds beauty to our landscape. Rain washes
pollution from streets, parking lots, and lawns into storm drains,
then directly to our streams, rivers, lakes and the ocean.

Did you know more than 60 percent of water pollution comes
from things like motor oil, fertilizers, pet waste, and
detergents? By sharing the responsibility and making small,
easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater.

m@ WATER
<<————>»

/5 Up to You New Jersed
www.cleanwaterNJ.org

Thanks to the Washington State Department of Ecology,
King County, and the cities of Bellevue, Seattle and Tacoma.



